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Sermon preached on Easter Eve by Dean Jeremy Crocker

An author is asked if he is worried about his reputation after death. He dismisses the
question, claiming that he will always be present in his books. Is this what the resurrection
is like?
A woman is killed in a motor accident. Her family and friends console themselves with the
fact that she was an organ donor and
thus, in some small way, she lives on
in all the people she has helped as a
result. Is this what the resurrection is
like?
In the series of Star Wars films, (with
the new edition just about to come
out) immediately after especially
spiritually gifted characters die their
essence gets transferred to their
followers. The characters themselves
live on as benign ghosts, who can
only be seen by other spiritually gifted
people. Perhaps this is what the
resurrection is like?

Recent wedding conducted by Dean Jeremy in Nicosia

What do we think is going on with this startling, odd and attractive phenomenon when we
try to get to grips with the resurrection of Jesus Christ?
There is no shortage of theories that we could draw from. But tonight let us look at what
our forebears, the earliest Christians, thought about the resurrection. One of these groups
of Christians was the congregation that St. John wrote his Gospel for.
One of the first things we notice about John and his church is that they clearly
differentiated the death of Jesus from his resurrection. John does not think that the
crucifixion marks the point after which Jesus’ memories and teachings live on in the minds
and hearts of his followers. When we read St. John’s gospel we are not allowed to gloss
over the sharpness of death with sentimental platitudes. Jesus’ death was real. His body
was broken.
Also the account does not allow us to forget the panic and confusion amongst Jesus’
followers, who weep, run about and debate with each other. For John, the resurrection
was not experienced by a band of hopeful, spiritually gifted believers. The resurrection
happened in an atmosphere of grief and doubt, to people who as yet ‘did not understand’.

The story of the resurrection acknowledges that death is a real problem before it offers
hope. Only if we recognise the full reality of death, as I spoke about three weeks ago, can
we then celebrate the victory disclosed by the resurrection, as the early witnesses knew
full well. This is what it means to talk about the resurrection as the ‘vindication’ of the
cross. On the cross, Jesus takes on the swirl of injustice, violence and sin surrounding
death as we experience it – and wins. As Archbishop and theologian Michael Ramsey
wrote: ‘The crucifixion is not a defeat needing the resurrection to reverse it, but a victory
which the resurrection quickly follows and seals. The crucifixion is where Jesus defeated
death; the resurrection is where Jesus’ followers learn that it happened.
St John’s gospel is not on-the-spot reporting. It was written after the fact, for an already
established community of believers and by disciples who had time to reflect on all that they
had read, learned and experienced. Indeed, the very existence of the worshipping
community of articulate, assured believers is itself testament to a second key thing to note
about the resurrection in the Gospel of St John. There are many ways to trace the history
of the early Church; however, all of these paths lead back to the resurrection. The
community of St John’s Gospel is a community of people who gathered under the
pronouncement that Jesus was raised from the dead, that Christ was King.
Perhaps over 2000 years of usage has
dulled us to the power of such a
statement. Yet in John the resurrection
is also a vindication of the most
outrageous thing that these early
believers claimed about their teacher,
namely that because Jesus Christ was
Lord, no one else was. Calling Jesus
‘Lord’ was a highly subversive act,
charged with political implications and
religious ramifications. In first-century
Roman-occupied Palestine there was
no shortage of revolutionaries seeking
power, or leaders proclaimed ‘Messiah’
by their followers. Yet when each of
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these men died at the hands of the
Romans, no sect claimed that God had
raised its leader from the dead. The initial proclamation of Jesus’ Lordship is perhaps not
surprising – but the persistence of this claim following his public and dramatic crucifixion
certainly is. As we know it has stood the test of time, with over 2000 years of history, and
in a recent comprehensive demographic study of more than 200 countries found that there
are 2.18 billion Christians of all ages around the world, representing nearly a third of the
estimated 2010 global population of 6.9 billion. Christians are also geographically

widespread – so far-flung, in fact, that no single continent or region can indisputably claim
to be the centre of global Christianity.
A century ago, this was not the case. In 1910, about two-thirds of the world’s Christians
lived in Europe, where the bulk of Christians had been for a millennium, according to
historical estimates by the Centre for the Study of Global Christianity. Today, only about a
quarter of all Christians live in Europe (26%). A plurality – more than a third – now is in the
Americas (37%). About one in every four Christians lives in sub-Saharan Africa (24%), and
about one-in-eight is found in Asia and the Pacific (13%). So a comprehensive
demographic study of more than 200 countries finds that there are 2.18 billion Christians of
all ages around the world, representing nearly a third of the estimated 2010 global
population of 6.9 billion.
The Resurrection is what gave first century Christians their hope, and it is what we
celebrate tonight, and what gives us hope 20 centuries on. The resurrection is what
transformed a group of panicky, weeping disciples into the sorts of communities which
could confidently proclaim along with Mary Magdalene ‘I have seen the Lord’.
The joy of Easter does not have to be a solemn joy; it can be a festive roar of delight. The
impossible has happened – death has been defeated.
As some of you may know I love most sports - Football, Golf, Darts, bowls, tennis, boxing
and especially snooker. Of all the quotes I have read and heard I think for me the best was
from Kenneth Wolstenholme in the 1966 World Cup Final: ‘They think it is all over … it is
now’. We thought it was all over, but it is not. This night reminds us and confirms to us,
with all the billions of fellow Christians celebrating, that this night proclaims that death has
been defeated, once and for all.
The Very Reverend Jeremy Crocker
Dean of St Paul’s Anglican Cathedral, Nicosia

During Holy Week the Nicosia Theological
Study Group joined up with the Tuesday Bible
Study for an interesting discussion on Christian
Mission.

Lenten Quiz
ANSWERS
(1)

Match the colours to the seasons? Purple, Green, White or Red?
Lent
Lady Day
Ascension
Ash Wednesday
Christmas Day
Trinity Sunday
All Saint’s Day
Feast of the Epiphany
Trinity XX
Palm Sunday
Remembrance Sunday

(2)

Put in order from the beginning of the year...
Maundy Thursday 7
Low Sunday 12
Sexagesima 2
Easter Day 10
Quinquagesima 3
Easter Saturday 11

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

Purple
White
White
Purple
White
White
White
White
Green
Red
Red

Passion Sunday 6
Mothering Sunday 5
Ash Wednesday 4
Septuagesima 1
Holy Saturday 9
Good Friday 8

On what Sunday do we have simnel cake? Mothering Sunday
How many days of Easter are there before Ascension Day? 40
Does Holy Week include Palm Sunday? Yes
Where does the Ash Wednesday ash come from? From the palm crosses
Which Sunday is called ‘Refreshment Sunday’?
Lent IV (Laetare), Advent III (Gaudete)
What does Jesus ‘do’ on Holy Saturday? Descend into Hades
What are the 7 Penitential Psalms?
6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143

Christ is Risen, Alleluia!
Our observance of Maundy Thursday initiated what is known as the Easter Triduum – one
liturgy – one celebration – spanning over 3 days – commemorating the Passion, Death,
and Resurrection of our Lord. At this time the Church entered not only into a symbolic
pilgrimage but it also prepared herself to enter into the darkness of the events to follow –
the stripping of the sanctuary, keeping watch with our Lord in Gethsemane, the sombre
tone of Good Friday, the silence and solitude of the tomb on Holy Saturday. The Church
prepared to embrace the cross, to be in turmoil, to live with the uncomfortable silence, and
to wait expectantly in the darkness for the first Light of the Resurrection – the Light that will
dispel our darkness and turn our silence into shouts of joy.
Saint Paul invites us to encounter a
communal, life-giving memory found
within the Holy Eucharist. It is in this
Eucharistic celebration that we
remember who we are and to whom
we belong. Every time we eat this
bread and drink this cup, proclaiming
the Lord’s death until he comes, we
remember that we are a people,
followers of Christ – God’s children,
who have been freed from slavery to
sin and death; and we belong to the
Lord, who died for us, so that we
might live.
Dean Jeremy and Fr. Kent visit CARITAS to meet some of the
people involved in the organization and to find out more
about the services they offer.

Belonging to the Lord and being a
follower of Christ requires action. It is
not enough to simply be spectators of
Jesus’ life; we are called to be participants in his life – to be Christ in the world – and
therefore to do Christ-like actions. We are to be known by the one thing Christ wanted us
to be known for: by how we love. A self-sacrificial, selfless, all-encompassing love that
draws us to our knees in humble service – without counting the cost, without expecting
anything in return, loving service even when it hurts.
The cross means many things to many people. The cross is love, it is personal, it is will-full
humility, it is prophetic, and it is final. Each of us has stood near the cross at particular
moments in our lives. We know this place all too well… a serious illness, the death of a
loved one, grappling with a broken relationship, experiencing a terrible disappointment,
facing a disability, and the list can go on. Whatever the situation we know that standing

near the cross is indeed a painful place to be. The Gospels do not suppress or gloss over
the pain of the cross – the death of Jesus is presented directly and vividly. However,
keeping the memory of Jesus’ death is a living reminder that we are never alone as we
stand near the cross in our own lives. While our faith does not magically remove the pain
of that place, you and I are assured that Jesus, our crucified Lord, is in solidarity with us at
that place. He is intimately close to us because he has experienced that place in the most
personal and intense way possible.
Standing near the cross of Jesus is also a powerful place to be. It is powerful not because
God finds joy in human suffering but it is powerful because it is the place where the power
of God is present and at work: quietly, faithfully, patiently at work within us. It is into this
Paschal Mystery that we enter – both in faith and with thanksgiving.
With the Easter Vigil, Lent has ended, the Gloria sung, the alleluias restored to our prayers
and we are stunned by the radiance of the risen Christ.
So many are searching in this world. Searching for forgiveness, for hope, for meaning.
The Good News of Easter is that the empty tomb provides that hope in a hopeless world.
The resurrection heralds the beginnings of attitudes and spirits of hope, confidence and
trust.
We have to confront our empty tombs and discard our burial cloths; and turn them into
signs of hope and new life. If Jesus Christ was powerful enough to move the stone and
overcome the grave, then he is powerful enough to move the stones that are blocking our
lives. We are given hope in the face of the unfairness of the world. The resurrection gives
us strength and courage in every situation that we face.
With this in mind we begin to understand what the early Church Fathers meant when they
said, ‘Jesus became human so we could become divine.’
We participate in this Paschal Mystery.
We know and experience the cycle of life, death and new life. We know that new life is
often borne in pain. We know that we can hold life and death together. While something
within us is dying, something new can be rising.
As we celebrate Easter we give praise to a God who moved the stone that day and a God
who still moves the stones, the trials of our lives today. We have to give ourselves over to
God and not confine God to our human limitations.
Then we can truly proclaim with St. Augustine that, ‘We are Easter people and Alleluia is
our song.’
The Reverend Kent Middleton, Obl CR
Assistant Curate

SUNDAY
0930 : Holy Eucharist
(Sunday School in the Hall)
1800 : Evening Prayer (BCP)

MONDAY/TUESDAY/THURSDAY/FRIDAY
0830 : Morning Prayer

MONDAY/WEDNESDAY/FRIDAY
1630 : Evening Prayer

WEDNESDAY
1030 : Holy Eucharist

SATURDAY
1000 – 1200
Bookshop and Thrift Shop Open

FIRST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
1930 : Guild of St Raphael

FROM THE CURATE’S BOOKSHELF…
From time to time, I would like to take the
opportunity to share with you some of the books that I
have read, and that have made an impact on both
my spirituality and theological reflections.

In this Eastertide edition, I commend the work of
entitled

Andy Thompson,

“Christianity in the UAE”.

There is a huge Christian community in the UAE
ranging from Orthodox, Roman Catholic,
Anglican, Protestant and non-denominational.
The Anglican Church, part of the Diocese of
Cyprus and the Gulf and the Province of
Jerusalem and the Middle East has a good
relationship with the ruling families who have
welcomed the Christian presence and even
granted land to many established churches to
build places of worship. The Anglican Church
has a mission to not only minister to its own
congregations but also to provide worship space
for those who cannot afford to build their own
churches. The church also strives to play a vital
role in raising funds for various charities along
with its ministry in the prisons and migrant
labour camps. This book shows the unique
relationship between Christians and the Emirati
people of the UAE.
Anglican priest, Revd. Canon Andy Thompson
describes this community in his book: ‘On its
fortieth anniversary, we celebrate the religious
freedom of the United Arab Emirates by looking
back at the history of relations between the Christian and Muslim community. Thus we can
provide a model that can be promoted to the global community as one that brings hope to
a troubled world. This is a community marked by bridge building between both Christians
and Muslims with rewarding results’ (page 25).
People are finding out that living and worshiping in the UAE as a Christian is an amazing
and joyful experience (page 21).

With Christians and Muslims living and working side by side, there are wonderful
opportunities for interfaith dialogue. These dialogues are both formal and informal. Formal
dialogues would be structured in public debates and lectures hosted by inter-faith
organizations whereas, informal dialogue would be the result of face-to-face
conversations, social gatherings, house groups or simply friendships.
Father Andy Thompson, Rector of St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, Abu Dhabi, describes in
his book a typical Friday in the UAE: ‘Every Friday in the United Arab Emirates, thousands
of Christians gather to pray, often at the same time as the Friday prayers in the mosque. In
the church where I worship, Muslims and Christians jostle for car-parking space as
mosque and church are literally side by side. Standing outside on the street, the newcomer
will often marvel and comment on the sound of the Islamic call to prayer mingling with
refrains of Christian worship. Such a sight would be unthinkable in many Islamic countries.
The hospitality within the Emirates is a reflection of the deeply held convictions of the
ruling families’ (page 18).
The Emirati people and Muslim community on the whole are willing to listen to gain a
better understanding – this needs to be the same for the Christian community.
With an increasing number of purpose-built worship centres in the United Arab Emirates
and the possibility of expatriates owning their own properties, there is a shift in how people
perceive the Church.
Andy Thompson puts forward in his book the following important questions: What does this
mean for the future? How does the Church change from being a spiritual home for a
transient people into something more permanent? What will be the contribution of the
Church to the wider community? Will the Church continue to enjoy the good will and
support of the leaders of the UAE? Will the religious and political climate of the UAE allow
the Church to grow?
There is an amazing array of opportunities for others to learn about the Christian faith in
the UAE. These include the resources supplied by the Bible Society as well as a wellstocked book shop and resource centre. Similar resources are also provided by the
Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches, which are open to any passer-by. Several of the
mainstream book shops also provide books about the Christian faith to the general public
and, of course, there is the medium of the Internet and media.
Thompson speaks more about the role of the Church in the UAE: ‘A key focus of the
Christian Church in the UAE should be a commitment to engaging more purposefully with
both the expatriate population and the Emirati nation. Before that takes place, there is a
need to educate and equip Christians living in the UAE to live their lives with an integrity
and authenticity that is rooted in the Scriptures. Part of that education must include
understanding, appreciating and relating to those of the Islamic faith. Christians must
engage with Islam in a thoughtful and responsible manner. Although different
understandings about the person of Jesus, and the means of salvation, divide Christianity

and Islam, it should not preclude the ability to listen to one another and befriend each
other. The most effective way to promote respect and understanding is through dialogue
which, in turn, should shape social policy at a local and national level’ (pages 158-161).
One major challenge of Christian ministry is to bear witness to the love and compassion of
God through practical work. There is an implicit challenge to both the Christian and Islamic
community to be active in looking out for the needs of those who are marginalized and
powerless.
The Church in the UAE, in partnership with local people, is in a unique position to pioneer
ever new forms of inter-faith dialogue. In a world increasingly polarized by religion, the
UAE is a potential platform to model a society in which all sectors of society are engaged
with one another in a positive and enabling way (page 175).
Building a bridge is a common motif in interfaith ministry and there is a wide
acknowledgement that bridge building is essential in a world marked by violence and
sectarianism (page 174).
If we, as Christians, can see Muslims as people to be loved as neighbours and not as
people whose religion is to be feared, then we are called upon to bear witness to this
message by word and deed in every situation in the world where we live alongside
Muslims. We are not simply talking about two religions or systems interacting with one
another. We are talking about Muslims and Christians – human beings, relating to each
other face to face wherever they are in the world and sharing heart to heart. And every
committed Christian and Muslim will be wanting to say, “Let God be God!”

A confirmation group from the Diocese of Uppsala, part of the Church of Sweden, visited us on Ash Wednesday as
part of their week-long trip to Cyprus. After visiting the Archbishopric and Ayios Ioannis Cathedral, they attended
our evening Sung Eucharist and then enjoyed a typical Cypriot meze in the old town.

Palm Sunday
2017

St Paul’s Cathedral hosted a wonderful performance of Handel’s Messiah on Saturday, 1st April. Many
thanks to The Revd. Canon Anthony Stidolph (conductor), Mr Guy Creen (accompanist), and the many
singers who came to take part.

On Saturday, 4th March, Bishop
Michael led a Lenten Quiet Day
at the beautiful Retreat House in
Katafiyio.

Shrove Tuesday saw a happy group of people coming together to sample a variety of pancakes with lots
of interesting fillings.

From around our Diocese…
St Christopher Cathedral and Awali Church
Bahrain
St Christopher’s Cathedral is in the heart of Manama, a haven of peace in the midst of a
bustling city and Awali Church is ten miles south of Manama in the leafy green Bahrain
Petroleum Company (BAPCO) compound. They are home to an international community
drawn from all the continents of the world: a diverse mix of people of many nationalities,
ages and backgrounds.
The Cathedral and Awali Church are living centres of worship, places of prayer (open
during daylight hours), and home to communities which provide a variety of opportunities
to grow in faith and deepen our life together.
The Early Years
The first Anglican to settle in Bahrain was an Englishwoman who came with the American
Missionaries. Amy Elizabeth Wilkes was born in Wolverhampton in 1865; after she had
studied nursing at Prince Alfred Hospital in New South Wales in Australia, she decided in
1892 to become a missionary. She went to the Training School for Deaconesses in
Sydney and was then appointed by the Church Missionary Society to work in Baghdad.
On her arrival in Basra on the 1st April 1895 en route to Baghdad, she was met by Samuel
Zwemer who was the American co-founder of the Arabian Mission of the Reformed Church
in America. They married at the British Consulate in Baghdad on the 18th May 1896 and,
as Amy Zwemer came with her husband to Bahrain in December 1896 to help him and the
small group of missionaries in their work.
Simple non-sectarian church services were held in a room of her rented house for
themselves, their helpers and any others who wished to attend. In 1902 she described
those services as follows:
“…the Service is opened with a hymn….Then prayer is offered, reading of the Scripture,
another hymn and then the collection….and out of this same collection the Bahrein Church
though small, has sent relief to famine stricken parts of India and China. We all feel that
we would not miss the service, although it is so plain and so simple, no choir and no grand
music, but just a plain service where a few isolated believers need to worship the God of
Abraham….”
In 1904 Dr. Hutton, the President of the Board of Trustees of the Arabian Mission, visited
Bahrain on a tour of inspection and he realised the need for a proper church building. He
wrote in his official report: “ …then there is the chapel in the mission house. It is only ten

by twenty feet and does not pretend to hold the congregations which are beginning to
assemble….”
The Trustees resolved that Dr. Zwemer be authorised to raise the sum of $2000 from
individuals for a school and chapel building in Bahrain. Before the end of 1905, Zwemer
had persuaded 58 people in America to contribute $1680 and 2 people in England to give
GBP364 – and the appeal was closed when the total reached $2064. Plans were drawn up
by Mr. Moerdyk and in 1906 the chapel was erected, to be known as the American Mission
Church.
By the mid 1930’s there were a number of
Anglicans in Bahrain – some in Manama
but most in the Oil Camp ( named Awali in
1938 ), but there was no specific building
for their use, no specific services by a
clergyman were held and there was no
organised body of church members.
A Church Council was formed in 1937 and
the meeting opened by Mrs. Belgrave, the
Secretary, by reading a letter from the Ven.
W. H. Stewart, Archdeacon of Jerusalem, welcoming the formation of the Council and
suggesting ways for the disposal of funds and for minutes to be sent to the Bishop. In fact,
the Council declined to follow his advice about church funds and decided not to send
minutes to the Bishop!
It is ironical that this Ven. W. H. Stewart, who seems to have been snubbed somewhat by
the Council, should end up as the Rt. Rev. Weston Stewart, Bishop in Jerusalem, who
would be one of the leading lights in securing a resident chaplain for Bahrain and getting
St. Christopher’s built!
However these developments would not take place until 1943 with an initiative started by
Sir Geoffrey Prior.
The Appeal Fund
Sir Geoffrey Prior, the British Political Resident in the Gulf based in Persia, but who had
been the Political Agent in Bahrain, wrote to Bishop Stewart in 1943 suggesting the
opening of an appeal fund for the building of a church in Manama to be under the
jurisdiction of the Bishop in Jerusalem. Prior also suggested an architect for the building –
the Rev. Norman Sharp in Persia – who even then had ready the possibility of stained
glass windows for this Manama Church. Prior also suggested the appointment of a
resident chaplain.

Bishop Stewart supported these ideas but wanted to be sure that the idea of an Anglican
church building in Manama would not upset the Awali Anglicans or the American
Missionaries.
By 1944 the initial problems and doubts had been overcome and the Church Council
issued an appeal in Bahrain for funds to build an “Anglican ( Episcopalian ) Church in
Manama”. This Bahrain Church Appeal Fund had Sir Charles Belgrave as Chairman and
the target to raise was Rupees 100,000, then equivalent to GBP7500.
Most of this money was raised in Bahrain itself in the form of garden parties, whist drives
and fetes; these fund raising events providing much of the social life of the expatriate and
local community in the 1940’s. Sir Charles wrote of the fetes:
“…the stalls and sideshows were much the same as you would see at a bazaar or fete in
England. People sold home-made sweets, cakes, flowers and fresh vegetables,
embroidery and needlework…..All kinds of people came….Europeans and
Americans….Indian women in beautiful, colourful saris….Arabian gentlemen in long,
flowing, white robes and wearing golden agals over their gutras..”
By March 1947 Rupees 66,249 had been raised and although the Appeal Committee
continued to raise funds just as enthusiastically after March, the priorities had changed.
The Search for the First Chaplain
At a Church Council meeting in Sept. 1946
it was decided not to go ahead with the
building of a church yet as costs were very
high due to the War and also because
many felt that a church without a chaplain
would be of little use; better to obtain a
chaplain first and then a church building.
Although there had been some possible
candidates the position had not been filled
and by early 1949 the Church Council was somewhat depressed by their lack of success
at finding a chaplain. Finally in February 1949 the Rev. F.P. Thompson accepted the
position with a stipend of GBP800, but the Bishop ruined everything by insisting that he
come out to Bahrain by July which he was not prepared to do.
A meeting of the Church Council in 1950 discussed the terms of contract for the hoped for,
future chaplain, and then went on to look at five possible candidates that had resulted in a
search in Australia and New Zealand. Robert Rickells aged 41, married with no children
was the Chaplain at Greytown in New Zealand. His Bishop described him as; “….a faithful
fellow with the instincts of a gentleman….he goes his own way steadily and quietly, not
with gaiety but he can see a joke….”

It is not clear whether the Bishop in Jerusalem liked the idea of someone with the instincts
of a gentleman, or whether he was more impressed by the fact that his wife was a good
musician and organist – however he decided to appoint him. Consequently on the 8th
November 1951 Rev. Rickells arrived in Bahrain and held his first service the same day
with a congregation of 18 people.
Bahrain now had a Chaplain, the next task was the construction of a church.
The Construction of a Church
In August 1949 a site had been obtained for the
building of a church when the Ruler of Bahrain,
Shaikh Salman bin Hamad Al-Khalifa gave a plot of
land measuring 326′ by 120′ to the Jerusalem And
East Mission. In 1952 plans for the building of a
church were again discussed which had been drawn
up by Major Hills, Head of the Public Works Dept. in
Bahrain. A bid was accepted from Salman Uchi, an
Iraqi Christian Building Contractor at a price of
Rupees 60,000 with the work to be completed in
about 20 weeks.
Construction started in August 1952 and in November
the Bishop laid the foundation stone. A meeting of the
Council chaired by the Bishop on the same day,
decided to adopt the name of St. Christopher, a
suitable choice as he is the patron saint of travellers and most of the parishioners were
travellers.
The building was completed and the Church consecrated on 13th March 1953. The final
version of the Church had no tower and thus there was nowhere to hang the bell, a gift
from Captain Charles Kendall which arrived in 1956.
The sanctuary and chancel are dominated by the nine Persian windows which were
rescued from a house that had been demolished in Yazd by the Rev. Norman Sharp. The
largest of the nine is in the East Window directly above the altar, the others being set into
each side of the Church.
On the right of the Provost’s stall is an icon of St. Christopher made by the master
iconographer of St. Stavronouni Monastery in Cyprus in 1985 to mark the occasion of the
elevation of St. Christopher’s as the Anglican Cathedral in the Gulf.
Behind the altar can now be found the Bishop’s Throne, flanked on either side by the
Canon’s stalls.

St. Christopher’s School
The Story of St. Christopher’s School is an integral part of the history of St. Christopher’s
Church. Starting in a small way in 1961, it grew rapidly until by the mid 1970’s it was taking
up more of the Chaplain’s time and the Church Council’s time than were all other Church
Affairs.
In 1961 there was no school for expatriate children in Bahrain – any teaching being done
informally in private houses. The then Chaplain, Alun Morris, was most anxious that
education be provided on a larger scale and so a school was opened with 30 children. By
Easter classes were being held in the Church Hall with an additional 10 children enrolled
and a Headmistress, Mrs. G. Williams directing the five classes.
At the end of 1962 it was decided to build a proper school and a single storey building was
completed by the end of 1963. When Mr. J. Adler was appointed Headmaster in 1967 the
number of pupils had risen to over 200 and a second storey had been added to
accommodate the demand.
Discussions began about building a new block and in the interim a temporary annex was
rented near the old palace. In March 1971 a new six classroom building had been
completed at a cost of GBP20,000 but the number of children had increased again and
there was still a shortage of space!
In 1972 it was decided to move the school away from the Church Compound entirely and
this has enabled the school to expand continually since then. In 1989 there were four
schools in three different premises with a total provision for more than 1600 pupils.
St. Christopher’s Church handed over control of the school to the local community in 1975,
but the connection between Church and school is maintained, not merely in name, but
through the Chaplain who remains one of the Governors.

From Church to Cathedral: the 1980’s
The 1980’s have seen two Chaplains – the
Rev. Michael Roemmele and Canon John
Parkinson. It was under these two
Chaplains that St. Christopher’s was
elevated to the rank of a Cathedral.
The first step took place on the 1st May
1982 when St. Christopher’s was
rehallowed as a pro-Cathedral at a
ceremony attended by 188 people: Because of St. Christopher’s new status Bishop
Leonard Ashton (first Bishop of the new Diocese of Cyprus & the Gulf) was enthroned a
second time in the new Cathedral.

On the 23rd April 1986, St. Christopher’s was proclaimed by Bishop Harry Moore as “our
Cathedral in the Gulf”, and as a result of this change of status, the Chaplain became the
Provost. The Ven. Michael Mansbridge (Archdeacon in the Gulf) and the Rev. Ian Young
(Chaplain in Qatar) were appointed as the first Canons of the Cathedral.

© The following information was extracted from the official website of St Christopher
Cathedral, Bahrain <www.stchcathedral.org> and is in line with the use of texts and
images as per their published Privacy and Legal Statement.
The annual service for Women’s World Day of Prayer was hosted by Holy Cross Catholic Church at
Paphos Gate. Reflections and prayers focused on the women of the Philippines.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please remember in your daily prayers those in our Cathedral Community who have
asked for our intercessions:

Marie Hadjipavlou, Signe Johansen and family, Matthew Kallonas,
Paddy and Pauline Feeney, Katherine Lee Butler, Ryan, Thanos,
Jean, Bernadette, Andrew Storer, Yolanda, Michael Calvert, Samuel
Simpson, Alexa Opdyke, Zelda Montgomery, Mette Schmidt, Jean
Kallonas, Andreas Elia, Revd. Robin Brookes, Barrett Drye, Marcos,
Heather Rogers, Nick Adams, Shaun, Rev. Fr. Antonios Atiya, Len
Rodgers, Evi Michaelides, Alexander McCowan, Charalambos, Joyce,
Kirsty,Vikki, Georgia Toumbas, Arabella Turcan, Cole Atkins,
Kornelia, George, Raymond Panay, Gene Fink, Lydia, Jean Alonzo, Yiannis, Sylvie and
Louie Humbert, Minas Demetriou, Amanda, Monique, Gilda Morris, Ryan, Duncan
McCowan, Mac McClean, Carol Blackwell-Gibbs, Elizabeth, Christine Evangelou.

Pray also for our Prayer Partners:

St Christopher’s Cathedral, Bahrain: together
with the Dean, The Very Revd. Christopher Butt,
and all the faithful.

St Andrew’s Cathedral, Thika: together with
the Provost, Father Joseph, and all the faithful.

Within our Diocesan Prayer Calendar please pray for:

7 – 13 May: Mission to Seafarers, Dubai

“Pray for progress in setting up ethically run seafarers employment agencies so that
exploitation of seafarers can be reduced and eventually eliminated.”
14 – 20 May: Sovereign Base Areas of Cyprus

“Almighty God, protect all who serve in HM Forces; strengthen them in danger and
temptation; give them courage and loyalty that they may remain true to the highest
traditions of their profession; and keep them steadfast when faced with the perils of action
in war; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”
21 – 27 May: St Nicholas, Fujairah, United Arab Emirates

“God our Father in heaven, pour your blessings upon your Holy Church and all the people
of Fujairah. May your kingdom come according to your will. Amen.”

An artistic design of the Lord’s Prayer in Arabic

REGULAR ACTIVITIES OF OR AT THE CHURCH DURING THE WEEK
Contact Person
SUNDAY
1500 to 1700 Nicosia Kids Church (Joint venture with NIC)

Dean Jeremy 22 677897

MONDAY
1930 1st Monday of each month, St. Raphael Healing Service
1600-1800 Counselling/Psychotherapy Sessions
1600 to 1800 Afternoon Babies and Toddlers Group

Dean Jeremy 22 677897
Sue Lartides 99 622504
Cunera Socrates 96 744794

TUESDAY
1930 Home Group Bible Study

Jeanne/Nigel 22 334090

WEDNESDAY
0930 to 1130 Babies and Toddlers Group
0900-1300 Counselling/Psychotherapy Sessions
1500 to 1600 Rainbows: 5-7 years
1500 to 1630 Brownies: 7-10 years
1630 to 1800 Guides: 10+ years
1630 to 1800 (fortnightly) Senior Section

Charlotte Creasy 97 772233
Sue Lartides 99 622504
Amanda Eliades 99 663553
Ellie Hart 96 693884

THURSDAY
1830 to 1930 Choir Practice
1515 & 1730 Slimming World in the Hall

Tim Lewis 99 717086
Christiana 95 124271

FRIDAY
1000 ‘Women of Worth’ Bible Study Group
1800-2000 every last Friday of the month ‘Kids Movie Night’

Linda Vrahimis 99 870654
Dean Jeremy 22 677897

SATURDAY
0900-1400 Nicosia Kids Church (in the Cathedral and grounds)
1000 to 1200 Book Shop and Thrift Shop

Dean Jeremy 22 677897
Agnete Cleave 22 675082

