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How inadequate it would be if mission and evangelism were equated with marketing and
targeted campaigns; and how it would betray the Gospel, Christ, and God if discipleship
were identified with recruitment.
Of course telling, announcing, sharing and welcoming are honourable and necessary for
Christians and the Church. But telling, announcing, sharing, and welcoming into
what? Why baptise, why confirm, why receive, why convert? As for conversion, it's God's
doing anyway and not ours. And crucially, to quote a tough Glaswegian nun of my
acquaintance on the subject of conversion, disciples are converted not so much from sin to
righteousness as from righteousness to love. From righteousness to love.
She means that there's a wrong righteousness as well as a right righteousness. Wrong
righteousness is, though it rarely admits it, self-obsessed, self-interested, anxious about
the boundaries of acceptance and salvation, as though we're the arbiters, we're the
policemen. Sadly this is precisely the sort of thing that others think Christians are about
and that, down the ages and now, many Christians believe they should be about. Not
so. Righteousness is God's. Only God offers. Only God has the right to define
righteousness. In any case, as my nun says, we need to talk less of righteousness and
more of love. Specifically love made actual; specifically love spelled out and defined in
both the words and the deeds, in fact the whole life - and death - of the Word of God made
flesh, God among us, in Jesus Christ. At root it's not a what that we tell, announce, share,
welcome, baptise, and confirm into, evangelise and do mission for, so much as a
whom: God in Christ who is love supremely personalised and shockingly indiscriminately
offered to all, everyone, without distinctions or limits.
And we'll be poor, superficial, and even counterproductive tellers and announcers,
evangelists and missioners, we'll be inadequate apologies for our churches and for the
Church, if we don't see that first and always we are disciples.

I went to Zambia last year representing our Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East at
the Anglican Consultative Council, the sort-of-but-not-quite-PCC of the whole worldwide
Anglican Communion, and the theme was intentional discipleship. Your standing
committee has thought it right that it should be the theme of this diocesan synod too. Last
year we explored the five marks of mission. This year we dig deeper to discover what's
prior and primary, even to mission: our identity. Our identity as Christians today is exactly
what it was for Andrew and Peter, James and John, Matthew and Thomas and all the rest
and ever since: disciples first. Disciples, if they stay still and listen, are taught. Disciples,
by grace, learn. Disciples, if they accept the challenge, walk the road Christ walked. They
make his journey of life - and death - and on the road they realise who they really
are. They also learn that eternal life isn't for later but begins now.
It's not fashionable now in the world of education to talk about pupils. They're students, or
learners. But we all know that in any given class there will be a few, or more than a few,
who aren't doing overmuch studying or learning. And in church?
Gathered worship is the fount and core of Christian living. It, rather than any freestanding
individual understanding of Christian allegiance, is our natural place. Our natural place is
together: together with God but also together with one another. And our - usually weekly principal gathering for worship, though first the place of adoration, awe, praise, and prayer,
has also been described as our school of discipleship. We can, if we attend in both
senses of the word, learn how to be truer, deeper disciples, spiritually and practically. How
we listen to God, how we take notice of one another, how we apply the intellect given to
us, how we follow the heart implanted within us, both within the worship and then for the
rest of the week in all aspects of our lives however apparently secular, will school us, just
as being with Jesus, sitting with him, walking with him, asking him questions, watching and
learning from his parables and his practices, and talking to one another about what they
were seeing and learning and feeling, schooled the Twelve before us.
Above all the Eucharist schools Christians, if only we'll let it. The Eucharist above all is
tough enough, balanced enough, moving enough, touching enough, real enough,
transforming enough, for discipleship in all seasons of the soul, all seasons of the Church,
and all seasons of the world. Fr Geoffrey Studdert-Kennedy, alias Woodbine Willie, Great
War padre, slum priest, and industrial missioner, said, when he was tested to the limit and
almost overwhelmed by both cynicism and death, "On two points I am certain: Christ, and
his sacrament. Apart from them, I am not sure that I am certain of anything."
Everywhere and everything entered into and inhabited in the name of Christ can be part of
our school of discipleship, benefited from best if intentionally approached and considered.
Not just a church learning group – and I unreservedly commend them and their like – but
also a church council or committee can be a part of the school. How do yours match up?
In this my tenth year of travelling I can’t speak highly enough of my pride in our diocese.
For the most part the Christian faith is expressed with great richness and in a variety of
styles, both in worship and in programmes of activity and service, and this in places of

wealth and places of poverty, in places of peace and in places of war. I’m pleased to see
an appetite among not a few for wider learning opportunities. As a diocese we have an
obligation to encourage and resource that appetite centrally as much as we can, but it will
always be fed best painstakingly, regularly, and very locally, when the church learning and
the church worshipping are understood and experienced as indivisible and equally vital.
In such a holistic conception of Christian discipleship there will be no compartmentalisation
of ordinary churchgoers on the one hand and keen enthusiasts on the other, nor of the
studious and the uninterested, nor for that matter of feeling and mind, and certainly not of
worship and life.
Just as righteousness in its impoverished definition is not our goal or destination, so
learning in order to be somehow qualified is also not the true end of the discipleship of
Christians. It’s love: love of God, love of neighbour, love transcending even family, even
country, love tough enough to walk Christ’s way wherever it leads. “Can you walk where I
walk, and eat my bread, and drink my cup?” Christ asked the disciples, and he still does.

+ Michael Cyprus & the Gulf

From the Dean

Dear St. Paul’s,
I write to you as we begin Lent.
Ash Wednesday is on the 1st March which marks the beginning of Lent. So as you
contemplate again whether to give up something, I would like to detail a very short history
of this word and season called ‘Lent’ and to then leave you with (hopefully) a taxing quiz.
Lent is a very old name for the lengthening of the days in spring. Lent is a period of fasting
that was established in the early middle ages. It lasts for 40 days and consists of 6 Sundays
before Easter. It ends on Good Friday. During Lent black and purple colours dominate the
Church. Purple is for penitence. Ornaments are often removed or covered. The 9th century
saw the widespread use of the Lent veil used to cover images/statues of Christ. Bells were
traditionally silent for Lent with a notable absence of flowers.
The period of fasting for Lent was not always 40 days c130-c200AD noted differing opinions
of fasting, lasting for one day, two days or 40 hours of the day and night. Commonly fasting
occurred on Good Friday only or for the time between the death and resurrection of Christ
estimated at 40 hours. St Hippolytus of Rome considered two days to be sufficient. St
Athanasius (c296-373) wrote in his ‘Festal Letters’ commending 40 days of fasting, but the
40 days rule was not finalised until Pope Gregory the Great (end of 6th century), included
the 4 days of Ash Wednesday to the 1st Sunday of Lent. The monk John Cassain (c360435) called the 40 day fast the ‘holy tithe’ it being 1/10th of the year devoted to God’s service
like the example of the Israelites giving 1/10th of their produce.
The 40 days match the 40 days of fasting and temptation of Jesus, (Matthew 4:1-10 and
Mark 1:12-13 and Luke 4:1-13); 40 days in the wilderness of Elijah: (1 Kings 17:2-16) and
the 40 days grace given to Ninevah in the preaching by Jonah: (Jonah 3:4). Moses went
without food and water for 40 days as he wrote down the words of the new Covenant and it
also matches the wandering for 40 years in the desert: (Exodus 16:35 and Nehemiah 9:21)
and finally in the account of Noah, the floodwaters remained for 40 days. So we each have
40 days to reflect; to search; to rediscover; to renew; to give up; to cleanse ourselves anew
to God.
I always find that the build-up to Christmas, also a time of spiritual preparation, is swamped
with the practical preparations, so Lent is a wonderful opportunity to make time for our
spiritual overhaul, our spiritual renewal as we prepare for Holy Week and Easter.
During Lent this year, you are invited to attend a Spiritual Quiet Day on Saturday 4th March
and a five week Lent Course beginning on Monday 6th March from 7pm in the Hall a time of

study, devotion and the sharing together of a journey of preparation. I hope that you will try
and set aside time for God, and oneself this Lent, and who knows what might come as a
result.
With Best Wishes,
Jeremy

The Blessing of our new Accessible Toilet

Lenten Quiz
(answers next edition!)

(1)

Match the colours to the seasons? Purple, Green, White or Red?
Lent
Lady Day
Ascension
Ash Wednesday
Christmas Day
Trinity Sunday
All Saint’s Day
Feast of the Epiphany
Trinity XX
Palm Sunday
Remembrance Sunday

(2)

Put in order from the beginning of the year...
Maundy Thursday
Low Sunday
Sexagesima
Easter Day
Quinquagesima
Easter Saturday

Passion Sunday
Mothering Sunday
Ash Wednesday
Septuagesima
Holy Saturday
Good Friday

(3)

On what Sunday do we have simnel cake?

(4)

How many days of Easter are there before Ascension Day?

(5)

Does Holy Week include Palm Sunday?

(6)

Where does the Ash Wednesday ash come from?

(7)

Which Sunday is called ‘Refreshment Sunday’?

(8)

What does Jesus ‘do’ on Holy Saturday?

(9)

What are the 7 Penitential Psalms?

SUNDAY
0930 : Holy Eucharist
(Sunday School in the Hall)
1800 : Evening Prayer (BCP)

MONDAY/TUESDAY/THURSDAY/FRIDAY
0830 : Morning Prayer

MONDAY/WEDNESDAY/FRIDAY
1630 : Evening Prayer

WEDNESDAY
1030 : Holy Eucharist

SATURDAY
1000 – 1200
Bookshop and Thrift Shop Open

FIRST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
1930 : Guild of St Raphael

FROM THE CURATE’S BOOKSHELF…
From time to time, I would like to take the
opportunity to share with you some of the books that I
have read, and that have made an impact on both
my spirituality and theological reflections.

In this Lent edition, I commend the work of

Thomas Cahill, entitled “A

Saint on Death Row”.
Thomas Cahill was so profoundly moved by Dominique’s life
that he was compelled to tell the tragic story of his unjust
death at the hands of the State.
This book will make you angry, it will make you frustrated, it
will make you cry as you encounter a young man who
displayed a level of goodness, peace, and enlightenment
that few human beings ever attain.
Dominique Green, a black African American, is one of three
sons to Stephanie and Emmit Green. Growing up in an
alcoholic household with Stephanie, a prostitute, who
physically abused her boys and Emmit a drug addict;
Dominique lived on the streets from the age of fifteen.
Growing up in the midst of domestic violence, Dominique
became very protective of his two brothers. Given the
household he came from, he was hardly unfamiliar with
drugs and began selling them to make money - but the taking
of drugs held no allure for him. The selling of drugs was
simply a business. On 18 October, 1992, Dominique Green
was arrested by the Houston, Texas, police. With him in the
car were two white male youths who were in possession of a
large handgun. Ballistic testing confirmed that the gun was
used in a murder just two days prior. The result of
Dominique’s trial found him guilty of murder and sentenced to death by lethal injection. Dominique
remained on Death Row until 26 October, 2004, when he was then executed.
As you work your way through this book, you will easily notice America’s racist and deeply flawed legal
system. You will discover that despite obvious errors in the legal procedures and the protests of the
victim’s family, Dominique continued to spend the last twelve years of his life on Death Row.
Since being convicted, Dominique had grown and matured dramatically, making one wonder just what the
State will achieve by executing him. He had helped numerous other inmates to survive the torturous
nature of Death Row and had submitted his engaging artwork and poetry in various exhibits around the
country and the world.

Thomas Cahill sheds some light on the chosen title of his book: ‘In what way do I propose Dominique as a
saint? Certainly in the common sense of the word – as a person of extraordinary kindness and
patience.’(p.130) In the more theological sense, Cahill proposes Dominique a saint ‘as those among the
dead who we know are with God and to whom it is therefore appropriate to speak and to ask that they
pray with us whose earthly journeys are unfinished.’ (p.131) In light of this, Cahill makes mention of
Dominique’s final promise before execution, ‘Where I am going, I am going to take care of everybody.’
(p.106)
A Saint on Death Row introduces you to a young man whose childhood, innate goodness, and final days
you will not forget – nor will you want to put the book down until it is finished.
If you are able to obtain a copy, please do so. Read it, reflect on it, and pray about it. The lessons, values,
moral and ethical issues raised within this true story speak into areas such as the refugee crisis, racism,
xenophobia, domestic violence, discrimination, and Islamophobia; just to name a few.
As we journey closer, this Lent, toward the heart of God may we contemplate ways to being more
welcoming, loving, and affirming of those around us. St. John Chrysostom, one of the Early Church
Fathers, reminds us by his words, “If you cannot find Christ in the beggar at the Church door, you will not
find Christ in the chalice.”
May we be open to the working of God’s Spirit within us, so we can see Christ in ALL people.

Thank you to all who supported ‘An Evening with Dean
Jeremy and Father Kent’

From around our Diocese…
St Martin Anglican Church, Sharjah
Chaplaincy of Dubai and Sharjah, with the Northern Emirates
St. Martin's Anglican Church is a thriving
multi-cultural, international church within the
Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf, located in
the Chaplaincy of Dubai and Sharjah with the
Northern Emirates. Situated in Sharjah, the
cultural capital of the seven emirates which
compose the United Arab Emirates, St.
Martin's ministers to many nationalities and
cultures, with a majority being from India, Sri
Lanka and Pakistan, with a significant
number of Africans and Western expatriates
as well.
Although Holy Trinity Anglican Church in Dubai is the largest church in the UAE, St.
Martin's was the first church in the UAE, having been established as a British garrison in
1926. That church has long been demolished, but land was donated by the benevolent
Sheikh Sultan of Sharjah to build a new church nearby in El Yarmouk, Sharjah. Since then
a new church was erected, as well as the construction of a second church building on the
same property, next to the existing British cemetery.
Why then do we have two church buildings? It is because the need for space for Christian
worship is a premium. Currently approximately 127 guest congregations meet at St.
Martin's every week, with services on Friday's using 15 available chapels starting at 6am
and ending at 11:30pm. Each service has between 15-30 minutes between them, thus
allowing the maximum number of worshippers, which currently is more than 15,000 per
week. This is a logistical challenge but a blessing that we are able to host these various
churches who would otherwise not have a safe place to meet at.
Everyone in ministry knows that we reap what was sown, and we stand on the shoulders
of those who have gone before us. I am the 7th priest to have served since Rev. Ernest
Victor left in 2013, and I was installed by Bishop Michael in February 2016. I am reaping
the mission-minded focus of Rev. Ernest as well as the evangelical theological approach.
Now we are in a period of stability and growth, rediscovering the basics of the Bible,
Anglicanism and Christian life, and as a church we are moving from maintenance to
mission. We are understanding the liturgy and the catholic side of the church. Every week

we learn a Bible verse to be memorized by children and adults every week, which has
become rather fun and successful challenge.

We remember our Patron Saint, St. Martin
who, as Christian hagiography reminds us,
was a Roman pagan in France in the early 4th
Century who joined the army at the age of
fifteen. One day, after encountering a poor
beggar on a very cold day tore his cloak and
gave half to a beggar. Later in a dream, he
saw the beggar as Christ and heard the words
of Jesus saying, "whatever you have done for
the least of these, you do unto me." He then
converted to Christianity and faithfully served
both God and country. He is a great model
for us at St. Martin's, and our various
ministries, as we do serve some of the
poorest of the poor, as well as support the
church and the laws of the land.
One of the ministries which St. Martin's leads on behalf of the Diocese is to migrant
laborers. In any week, church workers and ministry volunteers meet over 600 labourers –
both men and women – and minister to them in a truly holistic way; physically,
psychologically and spiritually. Although they do not ever meet all in one place at one
time, this is perhaps the largest congregation of the Chaplaincy, and last year had more
confirmed than any other church the Chaplaincy. This ministry is coordinated by the
Chaplain of St. Martin's and served by 2 full time Church workers, Rev. Arul Raj from India
and Rev. Daniel Sadiq from Pakistan. Each day they each use a 14 seat passenger van
to transport the migrant labourers to our church meetings. As John Donne said, "no man
is an Island," and in the same way, there are many volunteers who help in each of the
camps, both men's and women's. In March 2017 we will start the "Alpha Course" in the
labour camps, teaching people the basics of Christianity and how to share their faith."
What's next for St. Martin's? Last year the theme for St. Martin's was "Forgiveness" and
our 2017 theme is "Mercy." We are learning as a church to be "merciful and our Heavenly
Father is merciful." We have toddler's ministry, children's ministry, teens ministry, young
adults ministry, men's ministry, women's ministry, choir ministry, music ministry, prayer
ministry, bible studies, African fellowship, and other ministries... We are also running the
Alpha Course for various groups, as well as the Alpha Marriage Course for couples
already married. We also are partnering with Church of South India (CSI), Church of North
India (CNI), and Church of Pakistan, who all come under the Anglican Diocese of Cyprus

and the Gulf, for a joint Ash Wednesday service on 1 March 2017 and for a joint Vacation
Bible School (VBS) in late March 2017. We are reminded of the Psalmist who said, "O how
good, how wonderful it is, when brothers and sisters live as one" and we try to model this
ecumenical approach.
Over the past year we have been holding a monthly film night, watching films like Victor
Hugo's "Les Miserables", C.S. Lewis' "The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe", "Fireproof",
"God's Not Dead", "Amazing Grace", "Hansie", etc... We are planning to show "The
Passion of the Christ" during Lent 2017, and the classic 1956 "Ten Commandments" in
April 2017. These film nights allow us to explore Christian theology in culture, as well as
create social events within the life of the church which young and old can both enjoy.
We have several
improvements which we will
make on our church compound
(such as installing a canopy
over the baptismal font and
entrance, a new door between
two parts of the building, a new
storage unit under a stairwell,
adding benches to allow
people to sit and umbrellas to
provide shade, creating a
vertical garden, and adding
pews with kneelers in our main
sanctuary) as well as other
investments in the fabric of the church. Spiritually, we will be starting more bible studies,
creating a picture church directory which also allows us to see the person or family we are
praying for, we are starting a new youth group (targeting ages 18-25 specifically), we have
various seminars on different subjects (such as peacemaking, forgiveness, anglicanism,
counseling, etc...)...
One of the issues we are facing is the transient nature of our church, especially since the
economic crisis and ongoing financial difficulties in the Gulf, especially related to prices of
oil and construction. New people are coming, but other families are leaving after short or
long periods of time in the UAE. It is a stressful, intense, and expensive environment to
live, but the other side of the matter is a high availability of goods, being located at a major
hub of the world, and .....

Please pray for us.
Fr Drew Schmotzer

Visiting clergy at
the end of the week
of Diocesan Synod.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

PALM SUNDAY - 9 April
09:30
18:00

Holy Eucharist (with the Procession of Palms)
Choral Evensong
HOLY MONDAY - 10 April

18:30
19:30

Silent Prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament
Taize Service (followed by soup & rolls in the hall)

18:30
19:30

HOLY TUESDAY - 11 April
Silent Prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament
Bible Study (contact the Cathedral Office for more details)
HOLY WEDNESDAY - 12 April

10:30
18:30
19:30

Holy Eucharist
Silent Prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament
Stations of the Cross
MAUNDY THURSDAY - 13 April

19:30

Holy Eucharist (with foot washing & stripping of the altar)
(followed by The Watch until midnight)
GOOD FRIDAY - 14 April

13:00

The Liturgy of Good Friday
HOLY SATURDAY - 15 April

22:00

The Vigil and First Eucharist of Easter
EASTER SUNDAY - 16 April

09:30
18:00

Holy Eucharist
Evening Prayer [BCP]

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please remember in your daily prayers those in our Cathedral Community who have
asked for our intercessions:

Marie Hadjipavlou, Signe Johansen, Matthew Kallonas, Paddy &
Pauline Feeney, Katherine Lee Butler, Ryan, Thanos, Jean,
Bernadette, Andrew Storer, Yolanda, Michael Calvert, Samuel
Simpson, Alexa Opdyke, Zelda Montgomery, Mette Schmidt, Jean
Kallonas, Sophia Shaylou, Andreas Elia, Revd. Robin Brooks, Barrett
Drye, Marcos, Heather Rogers, Nick Adams, Shaun, Revd. Fr.
Antonios Atiya, Len Rodgers, Evi Michaelides, Alexander McCowan,
Charalambos, Joyce, Kirsty, Vikki, Georgia Toumba, Arabella Turcan,
Jacquie Ascott, David Bobo, Cole Atkins, Kornelia, Mark Johnson, George, Gene Fink,
Lydia, Raymond Panay, Jean Alonzo, Yiannis, Sylvie & Louie Humbert, Linda Giorgallidou,
Minas Demetriou, Jacquie Ascott, Amanda, Monique, Doris Kawar.

Pray also for our Prayer Partners:

St Christopher’s Cathedral, Bahrain: together
with the Dean, The Very Revd. Christopher Butt,
and all the faithful.

St Andrew’s Cathedral, Thika: together with
the Provost, Father Joseph, and all the faithful.

Within our Diocesan Prayer Calendar please pray for:

12 – 18 March: Christ Church, Ayia Napa

“Lord, send your Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen us as we travel
on together with all men and women of our Diocese, and with those
of good will in your created world.”
19 – 25 March: The Canterbury Group

“Father in heaven, we are thankful to be called to this land. We pray in Jesus’ name that
you would help us to stand up and not be shaken, that your will would be done in us
individually and corporately. Make us one in love, faith, and, hope.”
26 March – 1 April: Mission to Seafarers, Cyprus

“May we be continually blessed with the gifts of compassion and
understanding so we can offer effective support to those far from
home.”

2 – 8 April: Christ Church, Jebel Ali

“We pray that we may truly become a house of prayer where at
all times we desire to listen to God and seek his will.”
9 – 15 April: St Mark, Famagusta

“Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you
have made, help us to grow in our devotion to you; strengthen
our hearts and minds, guide us to overcome adversaries of
our time. We ask this in the name of your dear Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.”

The font has been restored to its rightful home in the Cathedral

On Sunday, 5 February 2017, we welcomed The Very
Revd. Chris Butt (Dean of St Christopher’s Cathedral,
Bahrain) as our guest preacher.

Sadly we had to say farewell to John and Karen
before moving to Cairo, Egypt to embark on
new ministry ventures. We wish them well and
look forward to seeing them again.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES OF OR AT THE CHURCH DURING THE WEEK
Contact Person
SUNDAY
1500 to 1700 Nicosia Kids Church (Joint venture with NIC)

Dean Jeremy 22 677897

MONDAY
1930 1st Monday of each month, St. Raphael Healing Service
1600-1800 Counselling/Psychotherapy Sessions
1600 to 1800 Afternoon Babies and Toddlers Group

Dean Jeremy 22 677897
Sue Lartides 99 622504
Cunera Socrates 96 744794

TUESDAY
1930 Home Group Bible Study

Jeanne/Nigel 22 334090

WEDNESDAY
0930 to 1130 Babies and Toddlers Group
0900-1300 Counselling/Psychotherapy Sessions
1500 to 1600 Rainbows: 5-7 years
1500 to 1630 Brownies: 7-10 years
1630 to 1800 Guides: 10+ years
1630 to 1800 (fortnightly) Senior Section

Charlotte Creasy 97 772233
Sue Lartides 99 622504
Amanda Eliades 99 663553
Ellie Hart 96 693884

THURSDAY
1830 to 1930 Choir Practice
1515 & 1730 Slimming World in the Hall

Tim Lewis 99 717086
Christiana 95 124271

FRIDAY
1000 ‘Women of Worth’ Bible Study Group
1800-2000 every last Friday of the month ‘Kids Movie Night’

Linda Vrahimis 99 870654
Dean Jeremy 22 677897

SATURDAY
0900-1400 Nicosia Kids Church (in the Cathedral and grounds)
1000 to 1200 Book Shop and Thrift Shop

Dean Jeremy 22 677897
Agnete Cleave 22 675082

