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From the Chair, June 2017, by John
Worton-Griffiths
A year ago at the Friend’s committee meeting
after the All Hallows Eucharist and AGM I told
the members of the committee that I felt after
8 years as your Chairman it would be
appropriate to stand down at the AGM in
2017. It was time for a new and dare I say
fresh face to take over as Chairman. I wish to
continue to support the Friends and to be an
active member of the committee. I trust I will
be elected to do so at the AGM.
You will read in this edition of the Olive
Branch the sad news of the death in March of
dear Pat Stokes. Not long after the Stokes
returned from Cyprus to UK in 2000, Pat said
to Jenny and me “you must come to All
Hallows in August and meet the Friends” and
the next year “why not come to the Spring
Gathering” with us. Pat and Mike introduced
us to the Friends then meeting each year at
Pilgrim Hall. I was soon asked to join the
committee and when I was elected Chairman
Pat and Mike were delighted. They were a
special couple to many people and we feel
blessed to have known them and spent time
with them during their retirement. Pat always
looked for news of our Diocese and the
Friends. In January we were able to sit with
them both for an afternoon in their new home
in Whaley Bridge with their son Andrew and
his wife Paula. We shared the latest Olive
Branch and news from Cyprus and the
Diocese. We pray for Mike as he continues to
be cared for by his loving family with his
much loved greyhound Harley beside him.
During the past 8 years it has been a
privilege for Jenny and me to represent the
Friends at some of the special events across
our Diocese and it has helped to raise the
awareness of the Friends in many ways. I
have been supported by superb secretaries
Mary Banfield and more recently Sally Milner
who have arranged events and publicity. I
would like to thank them for their loving help
and encouragement both to me and to the
members.
I must record the support that I have received
from Bishop Michael and Julia during my
term of office. +Michael’s commitment to the
Friends and his personal assistance have
been a great encouragement to me.

Whenever I have needed clarification of
Anglican or Diocesan matters and needed
suggestions for guest speakers he has come
to my aid in a responsive and positive way.
Thank you +Michael.
I would like on your behalf to extend our
congratulations to +Michael on his election as
Primate of our Province effective 17th
November 2019.
Julia Lewis took on the Editorship of the Olive
Branch soon after I became Chairman and
we were able to build the current colourful
layout we use today. From her special
position alongside +Michael she brought the
latest news of the Diocese to the Friends with
pictures and articles well received by both
members and the wider Diocese. Julia has
now handed over editorship to Ron and
Bernice Maitland but as “Editor at Large”
often alongside +Michael she continues to
gather up to the minute articles. Thank you,
dear Julia for you continued support.
The Friends were very well represented at
Synod this year and you will be delighted to
know that Canon Ian Calder has put himself
forward to be our next Chairman. I trust you
will elect him to the post at the AGM on 31st
July at All Hallows. The All Hallows
celebration Eucharist is always special. Do
try to be there if you can. Despite all the sad
acts of terror in the UK and worldwide there is
much in our Diocese to celebrate and we
should support London by being at All
Hallows again this July.
John Worton-Griffiths June 2017
_________________________________
Friends Retreat at Launde Abbey –
April 2017.

Friends Gathered at Launde Abbey
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Was it to be Nahum, or even the threatened
Deuteronomy? We set off for Launde Abbey
on Tuesday 25th April with bated breath and
in eager anticipation! It’s so good to meet up
with the Friends, to chat about what we’ve
been up to since we last met and even more
to catch up on some of the developments
across the diocese. Arriving rather early, but
not the only ones to do so, we enjoyed a cup
of tea and settled in to our rooms in the main
part of the House. Launde is full of character,
with a lovely chapel and set in magnificent
rural surroundings, it’s always a joy to spend
a couple of days there, thinking and
worshipping and laughing together.

and the Gulf, but also of great interest to us in
the U.K. as well.
On the first evening Bishop Michael gave us
an excellent overview of the diocese,
focussing on particular projects in Iraq and
Abu Dhabi, as well as a broad sweep of what
the church was about across the whole
diocese. This session finished with the D.V.D.
shown at this year’s Synod, which can be
found on the diocesan web site and is well
worth viewing if you haven’t yet seen it.

Meet and Greet time

On Wednesday the hour of Bible Study with
Bishop Michael approached. Not Nahum or
Deuteronomy but this year we were treated to
an exploration of the book of Tobit. Where’s
that I hear some of you saying, well try the
apocrypha, or more correctly, the apocryphal
deuterocanonical books. Not only is it a bit of
a gem, with Edna, a large fish and a dog, not
forgetting an Angel and a beautiful maiden,
but it also vividly brought back for me the
time many years ago when I took part in a
school play “Tobias and the Angel” playing
the part of Raguel the rich Jew. Needless to
say we were not disappointed in Bishop
Michael’s exposition and I am sure we all
took something from it.

More Friends in happy discussion

Very intertesting & light-hearted Bible Study

This year we were treated once again to an
excellent speaker, Bishop David Gillett, who
talked about his experiences in interfaith
dialogue between Christians and Muslims
and the many assumptions that people make;
and then in his second talk focused more on
interfaith dialogue between Christians and
Jews, set in the context of his own pilgrimage
to Santiago de Compostella. Two fascinating
presentations, full of facts and statistics as
well as a clear insight into this whole area,
particularly relevant to the diocese of Cyprus

Alongside all of this we had time off as well,
although the afternoon walking was curtailed
somewhat by the showers of hail which fell
from time to time.
All too soon it was Thursday, our final
Eucharist and breakfast before departing for
home. We were sorry to miss Derek and Val
Taylor, and also Derek and Beatrice Hind,
due to illness and wish them both a speedy
recovery. This did mean that we were a bit
low on numbers, nevertheless we all left, glad
that we had come and all the richer for the
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experience. Don’t miss out, put next year’s
dates in your diary now, April 24th – 26th, see
you there.
Ian Calder
________________________________
Bishop Michael’s Updated Report for
the Cyprus and Gulf Foundation
Meeting – May 2017.
The health of a diocese isn’t measured in
clergy alone. But last year I ordained two new
deacons and three new priests. Of the five,
two are women and three are men. One
started life in Shanghai, another in Hong
Kong, another in South Africa, and the
remaining two in Britain. All these vocations
were discerned within Cyprus and the Gulf.
This means the admittedly modest ranks of
clergy now serving the diocese now contain a
healthy tranche of home-grown products as
well as imports like me. That mixture seems
good. Experience and insights from within
mingle with experience and insights from
elsewhere in the world and elsewhere in the
World Church, just as they do among our laity.
They fit us, I believe, to respond thoughtfully
and intelligently to what’s local, what’s
regional, and what’s global, all of which in
equal degree constitute the context, and the
warp and weft, of life, ministry, and mission in
our diocese.
A diocese is both its parts and more than the
sum of them.
In our almost startlingly
variegated diocese that’s richly the case. The
archdeaconry of Cyprus is overseen by a
priest who is not only territorial archdeacon of
the small island (irrespective of lines drawn by
sad political and military events of 43 years
ago) but also incumbent of one of the island’s
parishes,
and
executive
archdeacon,
effectively diocesan secretary, of the whole
diocese. The other archdeaconry, the Gulf, is
so vast it needs its archdeacon full-time. I
start there.
In Iraq the politics of the whole country is
dangerously volatile.
Military advances
against Da’esh or IS haven’t prevented and
may have provoked murderous outrages in
and outside Baghdad itself. At St George’s Fr
Faiz Jerjes works very hard. The clinic,
though a project of the Foundation for Relief
and Reconciliation in the Middle East, is

overseen by him as parish priest along with
everything else on the compound:
food
production, food distribution, vestmentmaking, the shop selling religious articles, and
worship – of course; and the highly popular
kindergarten. Plans are advancing fast for its
big expansion into a complete primary school,
and the foundations were physically laid this
Holy Week. Building continues apace. We
also visit and support a camp in north
Baghdad for displaced Christian refugees from
Mosul and its district, and are providing there
a space for both men and boys and especially
women and girls to acquire and develop skills
of various sorts. As for the north of Iraq, I was
able to make an official visit with Faiz to the
Kurdish government and to business leaders,
and we are considering how feasible it will be
to start and maintain a presence in Erbil.
I now move south down the Gulf and the
peninsula.
Fr Harrison Chinnakumar in Kuwait has
moved to Holy Trinity Dubai and just a week or
so ago I licensed Canon Dr Michael Mbona,
Dean of Mutare cathedral in Zimbabwe and
Archdeacon of Mutare, to succeed him.
Harrison worked generously and imaginatively
during his four years. In particular he took
responsibility
for
the
Urdu-language
congregation that Bishop Azad Marshall was
unable to visit and to which it has proved
impossible to appoint a Pakistani passportholder.
He has also supported Tamillanguage churches in need. The Mandarinlanguage group within our congregation is
now firmly committed to worshipping in St
Paul’s in Ahmadi rather than in Kuwait City;
that allows everyone to feel that they are truly
part of the same fellowship. I deaconed Zhu
Peijin, who has led the group, at St Paul
Ahmadi on the Feast of the Epiphany. The
church building itself has two splendid
extensions now, allowing extra space for
worshipping groups and for work with children
and young people. The Kuwait Oil Company
has paid for all this and more, and as always I
called on the Chairman to thank him.
Bahrain has seen its popular curate Jon
Lavelle, a native of Buffalo NY and himself
one of our earlier home-grown ordinands,
leave to become parish priest of St Luke Ras
al Khaimah and St Nicholas Fujairah. The
Dean of St Christopher’s Cathedral, Chris
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Butt, works with a fine group of licensed
Readers as well as Fr Stephen Thanapaul of
the Mission to Seafarers. The Tamil-language
worship stream within the cathedral, led by
Stephen, is excellently attended. The Dean’s
Living Room Dialogues have drawn speakers
of real interest and calibre, Christian, Muslim,
and others. Worship at Awali continues as
ever, unspectacularly but faithfully.
The parish of the Epiphany in Qatar worships
principally within the extensive Anglican
Centre on the southern edge of Doha. While
the huge numbers of other groups and
denominations using the Centre are not in
themselves a problem but a joy, draconian
security measures imposed on access by the
government, which include insistence on
remote
car
parking,
combined
with
understaffing of the few entry points, are
making churchgoing there a difficult challenge.
Elsewhere in the country, at Al Khor for
instance, numbers are very much more
manageable and access is straightforward. Fr
Paul Davies, the parish priest, benefits from
the ministry of several other clergy, such as Fr
Jebaraj
Devasagayam,
his
stipendiary
colleague; Fr Ian Nicholson, a New Zealander,
who is my general manager for the whole
Centre; Deacon Patrick Selvage, a South
African; and Canon Samuel Ugwuneri, who is
able to offer worship in Igbo to fellow
Nigerians.
A recently ordained Nigerian
deacon has also appeared on the scene.
I have still been prevented from making a
proper visit to the Canterbury Group but
know that its several centres see good regular
worship and social life. I am sometimes able
to meet and when requested to confirm people
from the Group when they cross to a
neighbouring country.
Archdeacon Bill
Schwartz has recently visited Eastern
Province.
Abu Dhabi’s compound, insufficient though it
will always be in extent, now has as its
centrepiece the splendidly reordered St
Andrew’s. It was a highlight when HH Sheikh
Nahyan bin Mubarak al Nahyan attended and
spoke strongly and inclusively at the
rededication eucharist. It was an honour that
he and his son stayed to hear my definitely
trinitarian sermon. The community hall next
door is now refreshed and reconfigured too
and in general facilities have never been

better. Canon Andy Thompson’s outreach to
government and society is unparalleled. He
has been a member of several official Abu
Dhabi delegations, not least to the Vatican.
On 2 November the Archbishop of Canterbury
presided and preached at St Andrew’s. He, I,
and others were in Abu Dhabi for a joint
meeting with the Muslim Council of Elders and
the Grand Imam of Al Azhar, who travelled
from Cairo. Elsewhere in his parish, which is
coterminous with the whole of that large
emirate, the structure of the main building of
what will be All Saints Musaffah is complete.
When fitted out it will be our biggest church
building. In Al Ain, land has been granted for
a permanent structure to house the
congregation of St Thomas.
Dubai and Sharjah with the Northern
Emirates have seen significant new clerical
appointments, for which we give much thanks.
Fr Tim Heaney at Jebel Ali, who had been the
sole stipendiary for a while, has been joined
not only by Fr Jon Lavelle at Ras al Khaimah
and Fujairah, but also, at St Martin Sharjah, by
Fr Drew Schmotzer, originally from Ohio but
recently Archbishop Mouneer’s domestic
chaplain and latterly incumbent of Holy Trinity
Algiers. On 11 September I licensed the
experienced Fr Harrison Chinnakumar from
Kuwait to Holy Trinity Dubai. Finally, the
parish welcomed a new curate, Deacon Harry
Ching, formerly at St Mark Famagusta. Thus,
after much prolonged turmoil and with the
collaboration of right-minded laity, good
governance of this group or team of churches
now stands a better chance of being
established on correct and generous Anglican
principles in which appropriate laity and clergy
together make up the council and address
matters not only of money and property but of
worship, mission, and ministry, for the
common good. Many excellent people within
the churches and beyond them have devoted
effort to this cause, not least Archdeacon Bill
Schwartz himself.
I wish I could say the same about Oman but,
at the level of council, intransigence and
misinformation are still prevalent. However,
the venerable ecumenical partnership with the
Reformed Church of America, traceable in part
back to the missionary presence of Bishop
Thomas Valpy French in 1891 and
subsequently the strong ministries of the
Zwemers and others of the Reformed Church,
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still exists, and recent meetings with senior
figures in the Sultanate have allowed me and
my RCA counterpart to clarify to them both our
standing in the country and our current
difficulties with certain office-holders. A great
celebration of Bishop French was recently
held at Ruwi, attended by the Prince of Wales
and the Duchess of Cornwall on their visit to
Oman. The Revd Chris Howitz, our priest,
carrries on a faithful but sometimes embattled
ministry. Since his excellent colleague from
the RCA, the Revd Ken Bradsell, has recently
retired, news of a replacement is anxiously
awaited. Fr Chris Nicholls, a non-stipendiary
Anglican priest, is also playing an invaluable
role with both the Ministry of Awqaf and
Religious Affairs and with the PCO, on behalf
of the recognised Partners. The Al Amana
Centre for Christian-Muslim encounter, on
whose board I am now the longest serving
member, also continues to have the highest
possible reputation with the government and
internationally.
Lastly in this archdeaconry, the Yemen is
even more fractured than when I reported last
year. Indeed there are once more insistent
and credible calls for restoration of a separate
South Yemen. Yet the work of the Ras Morbat
Clinic at Christ Church Aden has not
diminished but in fact has increased, with
many extra calls on its eye surgeons and
other staff. Our administrator Mansour Khan
has supervised repair work to most parts of
the compound, the clinic buildings and the
accommodation block as well as the church. It
is not possible to have a resident priest at this
time but we watch for the moment to make
that and another key appointment if at all
possible.
Before I conclude with a summary of the life of
the other archdeaconry, I notice here the
Mission to Seafarers, which has such a
worthwhile presence in our diocese. In Dubai,
Fr Paul Burt is its senior chaplain for the Gulf
and also coordinator for the much more
extensive region, including India and the
subcontinent in particular. His and his wife
Miriam’s hospitality has been a very present
help in time of trouble for me and for
Archdeacon Bill during excessively exciting
passages in Dubai. His stipendiary colleague
in the Emirates is Fr Nelson Fernandez,
formerly of Ras al Khaimah, and in Bahrain Fr
Stephen Thanapaul. In Cyprus, my licensed

Reader Ken Wiseman, while concentrating on
the Port of Limassol, has broadened the active
scope of the Mission to include occasional
visits to other ports in all parts of the island.
Now to the churches and parishes of Cyprus.
I move this year from west to east.
The three churches of the parish of Paphos
each have a different flavour.
On 17
September last year at Ayia Kyriaki in Kato
Paphos I licensed the new stipendiary parish
priest, Fr Andrew Burtt, who arrived from the
chaplaincy of Portsmouth Grammar School.
(He will be the third in a recent highly mixed
series of Fr Andrews at Paphos.) Canon
Anthony
Stidolph,
house-for-duty
nonstipendiary licensed assistant priest, has been
ministering extensively, assisted by good
Readers and, as at several other places in
both archdeaconries but especially Cyprus, by
various, mainly retired, clergy with my
Permission to Officiate, to whom we all owe a
debt of gratitude.
Limassol saw the priesting of the nonstipendiary in that parish, the Revd Christine
Goldsmith.
The two congregations, St
Barnabas and, at Pissouri, St Lazaraus, have
been ably led for some years now by Canon
Derek Smith as parish priest, but Derek is due
to retire to England in July.
In Nicosia the cathedral and its parish, under
Dean Jeremy Crocker, now benefit from the
arrival of Fr Kent Middleton as stipendiary
curate. An ordinand who was a layman at
Christ Church Jebel Ali, Kent is a South
African. After he had received formation and
training for ministry at St Michael’s College,
Llandaff, we asked the Archbishop of Wales to
ordain him deacon in order to help with this
diocese’s financing of ministry. Kent served
the first year of his curacy at Christ Church
Roath Park. Now, after being ordained priest
by me in June, he has re-entered the diocese
in which his vocation was discerned and
ratified. In the grounds of the cathedral, a
labyrinth has been laid out expansively in
stone, and is an inspiration and spiritual aid to
many. A full Holy Week saw Anglican liturgy
in all its richness.
The parish priest of Larnaca, wearing one of
his three hats, is Archdeacon John
Holdsworth.
Larnaca’s non-stipendiary, Fr
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Geoff Graham, was also one those recently
priested at the cathedral last summer. St
Helena Larnaca’s two shops, one in the city
and the other at Perivolia, flourish, helping the
poor in particular but also many others.
The church of St Andrew serves Kyrenia and
much of the north. The Revd Wendy Hough is
the incumbent. St Andrew’s position in the
historic heart of Kyrenia means that many
visitors, both Christian and other, notice our
presence there.
What has now legally coalesced as the parish
of Ammochostos, the Greek name for
Famagusta, covers all of what we previously
termed South East Cyprus – that is, the
congregations of Christ Church Ayia Napa and
St John the Evangelist Deryneia - as well as
St Mark Famagusta. The last is mainly at
present a student chaplaincy, for which
Deacon Harry Ching, yet another of those I
recently ordained, had until last year had
particular local responsibility.
He is
succeeded there, on a relatively short-term
basis, by Justin Arnott, a Reader who is on the
route towards ordination. Fr Gabriel Amat,
who is that rare bird a Catalan Anglican from
Barcelona, is based at Christ Church. Canon
Paul Maybury left in August 2016 to be Canon
Precentor of Bradford Cathedral, having
served at St John’s while also leading the
work of spirituality developmen in the diocese.
The Revd Martin Phillips-Last has now been
appointed as full-time stipendiary priest to
serve and supervise the whole of
Ammochostos, its people and its voluntary
ministers.
The pleasing church of St George in the
Forest near the summit of the Troodos
mountains, designed by the architect WD
Caroe, is used during the spring and summer
months. Worship takes place at 4 pm each
Sunday: evening prayer, or the eucharist, or
compline, as the officiant or celebrant
chooses. Though St George’s is just within
the bounds of Limassol District it has in recent
years been the cathedral that has had an eye
to its maintenance and the coordination of
services. Now a wider group, convened by
the Dean alongside Bill Grundy, one of my
licensed Readers who now serves at the
cathedral, is being canvassed to think
imaginatively about its use.

The annual residential Diocesan Synod,
usually attended by 130 or more participants,
has continued to be a formative and
deepening occasion. In 2017 its theme was
that of ACC-16, intentional discipleship in a
world of difference, and much fruitful group
work was done.
Spitituality, Christian learning, the fostering of
vocations, disability access, refugee work, and
many
other
overarching
aspects
of
responsible and imaginative Christian living
have been actively promoted. A focus on
social outreach, advocacy, and service has
been encouraged in particular by the
increasing interest taken by the Anglican
Alliance in the diocese and indeed Province
and region.
Ecumenical work continues to benefit in the
Gulf from the existence of the Gulf Churches
Fellowship, a forum for bishops and key
Christian leaders from across the spectrum of
Church traditions.
Christian-Muslim relations and contacts are
stronger in some parts of the diocese than
others, usually in proportion to the parish
priest’s interest and experience. Archdeacon
Bill and I use every opportunity that comes our
way, and so do others.
In most of our constituent countries I pay calls
on government at one level or another, though
in some locations it is not possible. Good
relations with relevant embassies are also
fostered.
I claimed near the start of this report that a
diocese is each of its parts and also more than
the sum of them. In a world where the local
and
specific
often
determine
the
preoccupations of the regional and even the
global - the apparently local rise of Daesh in
Syria and Iraq is a case in point – it is, in my
view, imperative that Christians should
increasingly think and behave, pray and plan,
at all three levels. There is most certainly a
case for particularity, in church life as well as
in the life outside church; but there is none for
insularity, and I fear that for example last
year’s referendum in Britain was in itself (let
alone in its assumptions, in its result, and in
the unthought-through attitudes it has stirred)
an instance of regrettably limited historical
sense, imagination, and horizons, and a sad
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instance of turning inwards. I hardly need add
the election of Donald Trump in the USA as a
further example.
I should like to think that our Province too, in
its mix of four dioceses that themselves are in
many places richly variegated, will always
recognise that it must be an antidote to the
insular or self-promoting, a stimulant to the
Christian and human imagination, and a
committed regional witness of hope to the
world. On 17 May in Amman the Central
Synod of our Province elected Archbishop
Suheil Dawani to serve as Primate for the next
two and a half years, and me to succeed him
from 17 November 2019.
+ Michael Cyprus & the Gulf

News from Iraq.
The Easter Celebrations were attended by
Bishop Michael who led the worship and took
part in the Walk of Witness.

+Michael leading the worship at St Georges

May 2017
__________________________________
The Friends Northern Gathering
October 2017.
The forth Northern Gathering of the Friends is
scheduled to be held on Wednesday 18th
October 2017. Again the venue will be lovely
surroundings of The Bar Convent in York.
Our day’s activity will begin with meet and
greet and coffee, followed by a Eucharist
Service, then lunch. The activity following
lunch will be announced in the invitation
notice which will be sent out following the
Friends AGM at All Hallows.

Blessing of the Candle

Lighting the Candle

Friends attending our Northern Gathering
October 2016
________________________________
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Preparation to commence the Walk

Attendees at the Dedication Ceremony

The Walk of Witness

Dedication of the Toilet Facility

Communion being distributed by +Michael
and Fr Faiz
__________________________________

The cake baked by Carol Gibbs in celebration
of the Toilet Dedication

Infrastructure Dedications in St Paul’s
Cathedral, Nicosia.
In February 2017, following the Synod, a
Dedication Ceremony was performed on the
new Toilet Facility and on the Font, following
its return to St Paul’s from St Georges in the
Forest.
The Ceremony was carried out by The Very
Reverend James Atwell, former Dean of
Winchester.
Dedication of the Font
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News from St Christophers Bahrain.
Revd Ian and Penny Calder visited Bahrain
over Easter for a number of weeks while the
Dean, Chris Butt, was taking a sabbatical.
Here follows Penny’s report.
Bahrain revisited
Well, here we are again! We came to Bahrain
eight years ago, before Chris took up his post
here. It was high summer and it was
Ramadan!! Most people with any sense had
gone somewhere cooler. Now the weather is
possible and the church is vibrant and busy
as it builds up through Lent to Easter.

were quite near where the troubles started 5
years ago, and the main roads all used to go
round the very busy “Pearl Roundabout” but
this is now demolished as it became a focus
for unrest. Hence our road confusion.
Friday is Friday, a busy morning service. In
the evening there is a Tamil service which Ian
preaches at (Stephen translates) and I arrive
at the end and join in the last hymn (I am
given English words) It is “Rock of ages” to
the tune we are familiar with. Then we all go
round the back of the church for
refreshments—savoury donuts made of dosa.
We are welcomed to their church with
shawls. Very touching and they are lovely
people. Later the weather brings heavy rain
and sand.
I go to a discussion group with Angel. It’s
about the beatitudes—meekness this week,
which we all struggle with. Kumar (the
caretaker) doesn’t realise I am out and locks
the gates, and you can’t climb over gates
when they are opposite the police
headquarters. I have to ring Ian; he comes
out and rings Kumar who has gone to bed.
It’s only 10ish but that’s when the gates are
locked!! Thunder later.

Revd Ian & Penny enjoying a tea break
Much is reassuringly familiar, like the
cathedral, the Deanery and Stephen who met
us from the airport. Even the Deanery water
pressure which is still so low that the shower
gently dribbles over me.
There are so many people we knew from
Synod or last time. Elizabeth, Andrew, Avril,
Sulo whose singing is always lusty and joyful
and I recognised twins who are 10ish now
and were toddlers last time. Then there is an
old couple Marline and Hanna with their
daughter Christine, who greet us as long-lost
friends and are so pleased that we remember
them.
Some things have changed. On the roads
there are many more armed police and quite
a few checkpoints. Coming back from a mall,
even with the aid of our maps we came to 2
dead ends (main roads just stopping), one
hotel carpark, and another 2 road blocks. We

Next day the rain is torrential in the evening
with lightning and thunder. We lose power to
the flat, the light circuit is fine but the power
goes off. So we take all the frozen meat and
ice-cream from our flat to the freezer in the
Bishop’s flat above. Eventually we isolate the
problem as being an outside connection
which is flooded. Sort the problem tomorrow!!
It is Mothering Friday, I have drawn a large
“mother” for Ian to use in the service, the
children stick post-its onto her telling the
special qualities of a mother. There is chaos
trying to get in and out of the church carpark
as the police have blocked off the back road
where a lot of people usually park. Marlene
and Hannah bring us some Lebanese food
for our lunch which is very tasty-I must find
out where it was from. Rain and wind again.
It’s now Mothering Saturday. There is still
chaos in the car park. Nazir blocks the
entrance so there is space to get the Deanery
car out as we set off for Awali. There is a
good turnout of 9 adults (including Ian and
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Me) and 2 children. The weather is turning; it
is now very warm and pleasant.
And now mothering Sunday, I have had 4
sermons this weekend on various aspects of
being the perfect mother—at least I know
where I have been falling short!!
Palm Sunday is total chaos in the compound
as the Ethiopian church overruns its service;
there are hundreds of them in beautiful white
shawls. Cars are double parked, no one can
get in or out and there is some rudeness.
Part of the problem is the police department
who have again shut the road along the back.
Our service is delayed as people cannot
arrive. Ian is not happy! Still once we get
going all is well. Temperature is now around
35, no more rain.
Good Friday, It’s a very busy Friday morning
service, with children giving out grapes and
chunks of Chapattis. Then we all walk into
the garden and the children hand out olives.
Then we arrive at the side room and place
small pebbles in a pile by the cross, and
finally back in church where we pin Post-its
with our names on them onto the cross. I am
playing the hymns on the flute (going from 4
sharps to 3 flats!!) And then we finish with hot
cross buns.
The Easter Eve service has everything,
burning palms, lighting candle, baptism and
renewal of vows, communion all followed by
refreshments in the deanery.
It’s Easter Sunday and Stephen has decided
that we must try Indian breakfast today so
Tryphaena (his daughter) delivers it early –
dosa, idli and dhal. We all enjoyed it and it
was all very tasty.
After the morning service Sulo announces
that she will bring us Sri Lankan lunch, which
is a lovely spread of chicken, salad, dhal and
rice, and we finish it with very sweet and juicy
Mango.
After the evening service we eat our lamb, -after all it is Easter Sunday—Alleluia!!

Lamb - Bahrain style
We have reached that moment when the
water in the cold tap is hot, and air.con. is
going on. It must be time to come home.
Below is a picture of the ladies in their shawls
from the Tamil Congregation.

Tamil Shawls
__________________________________
The Qatar Anglican Centre (QAC), Doha –
By Michael Cole.
Introduction
1.
The Qatar Anglican Centre is a
diocesan asset and is located in Doha, the
capital of the Arabian State of Qatar. Father
Ian Nicholson currently manages it and he is
very ably supported by a small but dedicated
and hard working staff. In August 2013, I
was appointed by Bishop Michael to be the
first manager and I ran the Centre until June
2016. I hope that this short article will
enlighten you as to how the Centre operates
and give you a small flavour of the challenges
that I faced during my tenure in charge.
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The Background
2.
Qatar has always been the home to
millions of non-Muslim workers. Previously,
these people practised their religion by
renting rooms in hotels, hiring villas and using
school halls etc. In 2005, the Emir and
government of Qatar realised that something
needed to be done and it was agreed to allow
land to be used to build a religious complex.
In 2007, Bill Schwartz arrived in Doha and
started to move things forward with regard to
building The Anglican Church of Epiphany.
As most of you know, it took some time and
during this period the Qatar Government
approached Bill and told him that he needed
to build a facility to host all of the ‘Anglicans’
in Qatar. This instruction then led to a
complete rethink and the birth of the Qatar
Anglican Centre. The Centre was formally
opened in October 2013 and is very much a
part of the Religious Complex.
The Centre
3.
Due to a clever design, the Centre is
a series of multi-function halls, which can be
enlarged with partitions. The main feature is
the Sanctuary which is the spiritual home of
the Church of Epiphany (photo attached).
Each hall is provided with a lectern, small
podium, projector and screen and sound
system. There is also a full immersion
baptism pool (photo attached). This is a very
popular feature of the Centre particularly in
the summer months! In the winter, it is very
cold.
4.
When I took over the Centre in 2013,
there were 55 different congregations
registered with us. On my departure, there
were over 70. These ranged from small
groups of 20 to 30 to much larger ones with
over 300 members.
Each and every
congregation registered with us paid an
hourly charge to use the Centre and this
money was used for: repayment of the bank
loans, cost of managing and maintaining the
Centre and the annual contribution to the
Diocese. On a Friday, we held our first
service at 0600 hours and closed at 2200.
We facilitated over 100 different services and
hosted 15000 people. The sounds and sights
were incredible and whilst it was always
stressful managing that volume of people it
was immensely rewarding.

The Church of Epiphany – QAC

Main Sanctuary
The Challenges
5.
One of the main challenges that I
faced was ensuring that the congregations
understood the use of a shared facility. Good
timekeeping was vital particularly on a Friday
when the halls had just 15 minutes between
services to be cleaned and prepared. They
also had to be stopped bringing in food to be
shared after their services and finally, the
hardest challenge of all, they had to be forced
to reduce the volume of their music. I quickly
realised that written rules needed to be
issued and that we needed an enforcer. With
this in mind, a Duty Manager Roster was
established. This did improve matters and it
reached the state where I only had to walk
into a hall for action to be taken! However,
one could never ever relax and the staff and I
had several stand-up rows with various
individuals who thought they could flout the
rules.
Conclusion
6.
After 35 years in the Royal Air Force,
managing the Centre certainly was a task but
it was also an experience. There were many
frustrating days but also many happy ones
such as the day that our grandson Ralph was
christened by Bill Schwartz in the Church of
Epiphany. The 3 years that I was there were
used to complete the Centre, establish the
rules, cement the relationship with the Qatar
Government and ensure that the Diocese
received its annual contribution. I was very
proud to be part of this project and commend
the Diocese for what it has achieved in Qatar.
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I hope that the Qatar Anglican Centre will be
used as a template for the future.

Azhar Conference for Peace.
Attendees at Conference were Beatitude
Patriarch Sako, and his assistant Bishop
Basil with Archbishop Mouneer and Bishop
Samy at Azhar Conference for Peace in
Cairo on Saturday 27 Mar 2017.

Christening of Ralph by Archdeacon Bill

Attendees at the Conference
_________________________________
Scenes from Aden.
The work of the Ras Morbat Clinic at Christ
Church Aden continues and increases
despite the terrible strain of the political
situation. The diocesan administrator,
Mansour Khan, continues to supervise repair
work on the infrastructure of Christ Church
compound, and hopefully the conditions will
improve sufficiently to allow the appointment
of a resident priest.
Baptism at the Anglican Centre
___________________________________
News of new pastoral appointments in the
Diocese.
During May the new priest in Kuwait, Canon
Michael Mbona, was installed, previously he
was Dean of Mutare Cathedral in Zimbabwe.
War-torn Aden

Installation of Canon Michael Mbona
__________________________________

War-torn Aden
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on Friday evenings to celebrate the Holy
Communion in Urdu. We have so far had 5
baptisms and some wonderful fellowship.

The Ras Morbat clinic staff

The Urdu congregation

Communion preparation

Patients waiting at the Ras Morbat Clinic

An eye operation in progress at the Clinic
___________________________________
News from Ras Al Khaimah, UAE
May 2017 saw St Luke’s Church, Al Jazirah,
begin a new Urdu language Holy Communion
Service on Fridays at 4:30p.m. A very
heartfelt thank you to Fr Daniel Sadiq of the
labour camp ministry, through St Martin’s
Sharjah, for coming out to Ras Al Khaimah

Receiving Communion
____________________________________
A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land on 14th –
26th February 2017 by Roz Sendorek.
‘If we’re going on a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land’, Matt declared, ‘there could surely be
no better person to go with than Bishop
Michael.’ Neither of us had been to Israel or
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Jordan, so when notice of the trip came
through with the Friends’ mailing in May last
year, our curiosity was immediately aroused.
I had been on my first ever pilgrimage in
August 2015 – a wonderfully reflective fiveday 45 mile walk up the Northumberland
coast carrying a loaded backpack, finishing
by walking barefoot across the sand to the
island of Lindisfarne. It was an amazing
experience,
but
physically
extremely
challenging, and especially on the first day
when the rain poured non-stop all day.
Bishop Michael promised me that this
pilgrimage would be an altogether gentler
affair
including
comfortable
coaches,
beautiful hotels, wheel-along suitcases and
more predictable weather. What more was
there to say?
We arrived in Israel on 14th February in
freezing rain to more than match that of
Northumberland, and this continued all the
following day, but nothing could dampen the
spirits of the group as we had our first proper
view of Jerusalem. For me, walking down the
Mount of Olives that first morning, following
the path taken by Jesus on Palm Sunday, will
always remain one of the most memorable
experiences of the whole trip. To be actually
there, treading where He had trodden was
awe-inspiring, and deeply moving.

Walk from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem
Unlike those first followers of the man who
claimed to be the long-promised Messiah, our
own understanding of Jesus’ life and work
benefits from 2,000 years of hindsight; we
know that His death was to be followed by
Resurrection, and the birth of a hugely
influential Church. But how different it was for
his disciples. Rami, our wonderfully dynamic
local guide, had a gift for bringing the Bible to
life, constantly taking us inside the minds of
those close friends of Jesus, and urging us to
see events from their point of view. How must
they have felt watching their beloved leader,
at a point in his life when his fame was

spreading and he was gaining so many
followers, suddenly and deliberately giving
himself up to his enemies? Had they backed
another false prophet? (There were
apparently many of these around at the time).
Could his promises be trusted? In the Church
of All Nations at the Garden of Gethsemane,
the sense of their grief and utter confusion
felt palpable.

Worshipping in Bethlehem
Similarly, a few days later, on the road to
Emmaus, we were challenged to reflect what
it must really have felt like for the disciples in
that period of time between the resurrection
and the day of Pentecost. Jesus had said that
He must return to His Father, but that He
would never leave them. What could He
mean? How could this possibly be? Before
we left for Israel, one of our friends from
church said, ‘You’ll come back changed’, and
she was right. Physically moving between
the areas where Jesus lived and ministered
provided a unique understanding of the
geography of the New Testament, and
reading the Bible stories in the places where
they actually occurred was very powerful, and
certainly imbued them with new meaning.
Undoubtedly we owe a huge debt to Bishop
Michael for the wise and skilful selection he
had made from the many places that we
might have visited, for his words of
encouragement to our group every morning,
as well as for giving us so many new insights
into the meaning of the Gospels. The choice
of sites where we were to share bread and
wine together also certainly gave each
Eucharist its own special meaning.
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moved to Cyprus in August 2009, ready for
Derek to take up the Chaplaincy of St
Barnabas in Limassol. Since then, Roz and
Matt have been regular visitors to Cyprus and
have also enjoyed the annual Friends service
at All Hallows.
__________________________________
News from St Andrews, Kyrenia, Cyprus
Worshipping at Magdala in Galilee
Although we always felt safe, we were not
kept from observing some of the challenging
aspects of modern day life in the region –
particularly in Hebron and when visiting
projects supported by tour organisers
McCabe Pilgrimages. Throughout the whole
trip, we enjoyed wonderful accommodation,
excellent food, comfortable transport and
great company, as well as new experiences,
which for Matt and me included swimming in
Lake Galilee, floating in the Dead Sea and
riding camels and horses in Petra, not to
mention the use of the amazing ‘Whisper’
devices in our ears, making it possible to
hear the commentary at even the most busy
of Biblical sites.

St. Andrew’s Music Week 2017 finished with
a magnificent Choral Eucharist on Sunday
28th May, the culmination of a wonderful
week of music, both choral and instrumental,
ably led by our Music Director, Earl Moffitt,
and featuring our guest composer and
accompanist Nykko-Michael Gregoire and
our Choir.

Nykko-Michael Gregoire

Boarding our boat to cross the Sea of Galilee
So would we recommend others to visit the
Holy Land? Certainly! Should they go with
Bishop Michael? Yes – if at all possible.
There could not be a more knowledgeable
tour leader, and with Rami as a guide too,
this certainly was a winning combination. I’m
sure that I speak for the whole party in
offering our grateful thanks to everyone
involved in the organisation of a truly
insightful, totally memorable, as well as
thoroughly enjoyable, twelve days.

The week began on Tuesday 23rd May with a
Festival of Favourite Hymns hosted by the
Chaplain, the Revd Wendy Hough, with
Nykko as organist and recitalist. The hymns
were chosen by members of the
congregation. The eclectic mix included such
classics as ‘Abide with Me’, ‘The Lord’s My
Shepherd’, ‘Will Your Anchor Hold’ as well as
more modern renditions such as ‘Be Still and
Seek Ye First’. Included were solo organ
pieces: the 1st movement of the Concerto in
A minor by Vivaldi/Bach, which Bach
arranged from Vivaldi’s Concerto Op. 3 No. 8
from L’Estro Armonico; Andante Tranquillo
from Sonata No. 3 by Felix Mendelssohn;
and Fanfare (D Major) by Jacques-Nicolas
Lemmens. This delightful evening ended with
refreshments served in the south transept.

Editor’s Note.
Roz and Matt Sendorek became Friends of
the Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf when
their close friends Sue and Derek Smith
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St Andrew’s Choir

Revd Wendy Hough at the evening social
Thursday 25th May was the Feast of the
Ascension of Our Lord. Although a major
feast day in the Church’s Calendar, sadly it
seems to have lost its importance in peoples’
minds – perhaps because it falls on a
Thursday, 40 days after Jesus’ Resurrection
on Easter Day. But in St. Andrew’s it was
celebrated by a Festal Choral Eucharist
which replaced the normally contemplative
regular 10.00am Thursday service of Holy
Communion. The Celebrant and Preacher at
the service was the Revd Wendy Hough and
the hymns chosen were: ‘All hail the power of
Jesu’s name’, ‘How shall I sing that majesty’,
‘Look ye saints, the sight is glorious’ and
finally, ‘Jesus shall reign where’er the sun’.
Once again the music was provided by our
guest organist Nykko. Following the service
the choir repaired to the Halfway House
Restaurant in Karaman (Karmi) for a
delicious lunch organised by choir member
Sue Carling. While there the opportunity was
taken to celebrate the xxth birthday of the
more
chronologically-gifted
and
experientially-enhanced
choir
member,
Sheila Rose.

There followed the world premiere of ‘Anthem
for Kyrenia’ written by Nykko especially for
the St. Andrew’s Music Week 2017 and
dedicated to Earl Moffitt and Revd Wendy.
Sung by the Choir, the piece is based on
Hebrews 13:2: Be not forgetful to entertain
strangers, for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares, and reflects the ongoing
Ministry of Welcome to the whole community
here in Kyrenia and beyond being practised
in St. Andrew’s under Revd Wendy’s
leadership.
The Choir then sang three pieces with strong
Irish connections: the hymn ‘Let all the world
in every corner sing’, the hymn ‘How great
thou art’ and ‘How shall they hear’. Fans of
Phantom of the Opera were then entertained
to a magnificent rendition of Bach’s Toccata
and Fugue in D Minor by Nykko. The
Concert ended with all present singing the
hymn ‘Christ triumphant, ever reigning’ during
which a collection was made for “TULIPS”,
the North Cyprus Help Those with Cancer
Association.

The audience at St Andrew’s Music Event
Again the audience repaired to the south
transept for refreshments. And as previously
intimated St. Andrew’s Music Week 2017
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ended with a Choral Eucharist on Sunday
28th May at which the Celebrant and
Preacher was again Revd Wendy Hough.
Our guest musician Nykko Grégoire played
the final organ voluntary Grand Jeu from
Livre D’Orgue by Pierre Du Mage which was
followed by the Final Hymn ‘Christ
triumphant, ever reigning’.

‘Faris James Ray Woodthorpe-Smith was
born to his parents Mark and Jo on 8th
December 2016, in Geneva. Faris has an
elder sister Iris, who is turning out to be a
helpful loving sister. Mark is the elder son of
Sue and Derek Smith. Derek is the parish
priest in Limassol, Cyprus. Faris's middle
names are family names on both sides of the
family’. Faris is Sue’s and Derek's fifth
grandchild.
Mark and Jo and family moved to Geneva in
2016 for Mark's new job with Global Fund,
where he works in Financial Risk
Management, helping to eradicate AIDS,
malaria and TB in developing parts of the
world’.

Baby Faris and big sister
___________________________________

Nykko-Michael Gregoire
All agreed that this year’s St. Andrew’s Music
Week had been a great success and sincere
thanks go to all who made it possible, not
least Compass Cyprus Chartered Surveyors
who sponsored the printing of programs for
the Music Week. Our special thanks go to our
guest this year, Nykko-Michael Gregoire.
Report by Michael Graham.
___________________________________

News Release – British Forces Cyprus
2nd February 2017
Prayer rooms opened at HMP Dhekelia
Religious leaders from the Greek and Turkish
Cypriot communities gathered at Her
Majesty's Prison Dhekelia on Wednesday at
the official opening of two multi-faith prayer
rooms on its grounds.

News of the farewells from the Diocese.
The Revd Canon Derek Smith and his wife
Sue will retire to the UK in July 2017. He has
led two congregations, St Barnabas,
Limassol and, at Pissouri, St Lazarus. We
wish Derek and Sue a very happy and
contented retirement.
A delight for them and their family was the
birth of their fifth grandchild on 8th December
2016. Sue writes:

Greek Orthodox priests say a blessing at the
opening of HMP Dhekelia prayer room.
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The two purpose-built rooms - a church and a
mescit (mosque) - will now provide prisoners
with a much-needed place of worship
throughout their incarceration.
The opening of the prayer rooms brings an
end to a project that Bases officials have
been working on for a number of years now
and according to Bases Administrator, Air
Vice Marshal Mike Wigston, it has been long
overdue.
Speaking to leaders from both the Christian
and Muslim faith and numerous other
members of the Greek and Turkish Cypriot
communities, the Administrator said he was
delighted the project was finally completed.
He said: "Today is the culmination of a lot of
work by the SBA Administration, prison staff,
religious leaders from the Greek and Turkish
Cypriot communities, as well as from within
the British Bases community too.
"We have listened to Her Majesty's
Inspectorate for Prisons and this is a critical
facility which provides two different places of
worship for both Christians and Muslims.
"Prisoners from all faiths are now able to use
these rooms to find a place of peace, worship
and reflection and I would like to thank all
those who have made donations of icons,
prayer mats and the Quran to be placed
inside."

worship, whether that be in a church or in
prison.
"We are happy that the Administration has
allowed for these facilities to be built and we
are always available should anything else be
required to furnish the rooms."
Also speaking during the ceremony was
Dhekelia Divisional Commander Jim Guy,
who explained why the multi-faith prayer
rooms were more important now than ever.
He said: "The type of prisoners we have in
the prison has changed dramatically over the
years and to date we have had 22 different
nationalities housed inside at some point,
which makes the opening of these rooms
even more necessary."
HMP Dhekelia now has the capacity to
accommodate up to 13 prisoners at one time
and since 2015 that has also included women
after a separate wing was opened.
Article submitted by Padre Peter King,
Coordinating Chaplain British Forces Cyprus
___________________________________
Sad News.
It is with great sadness we inform you of the
death on Sunday 19th March of Mrs Pat
Stokes the wife of The Revd Michael Stokes.

During the ceremony, Father Kyriakos
Panayiotou bestowed a Greek Orthodox
blessing upon the church facility and Muftu
Samir Alemdar did the same outside the
mescit.
Speaking after saying the blessing, Muftu
Alemdar paid tribute to the Administration for
opening the two facilities and called it an
"important humanitarian step forwards".
He explained: "I would like to thank the
Administration because it allows people of all
religions to worship, which is so important to
humanity.
"There is only one creator, regardless of what
we may call him, we are all descendants from
Adam and Eve and we should be able to

Pat and Mike Stokes
The Revd Michael was Chaplain of St
Andrews Kyrenia 1995-2000 and he and Pat
were much loved sharing their love of the
Island of Cyprus with the community of
Kyrenia. When they returned to the UK they
joined the Friends of the Diocese and
attended many of our Gatherings. Pat is now
at peace with her Lord and Revd Michael is
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now well cared for living in Whalley Bridge
with his son Andrew and Family.
We send our love and prayers to Andrew,
Jonathan and all the family.
Pat Stokes was laid to rest at Chesterton
church (St Mary's) on Friday 7th April 2017.
At the same time 30 of Pat’s friends came
together in St Andrew’s Church to share in
the same Chesterton funeral service
remembering the love and commitment Pat
had given to St Andrew’s and the Kyrenia
community.
Jenny and John Worton-Griffiths were
invited by the family to contribute at the St
Mary’s Chesterton funeral service. Jenny
spoke of Pat’s time in Kyrenia
I first met Pat back in 1995. There had been
a very bad fire in the summer of that year and
25 km of the Kyrenia hills had been burnt
leaving a blackened landscape. Pat and
Mike had begun their Kyrenia ministry that
year and when I met them both we seemed
to become friends almost immediately.
I remember the balmy evenings when we sat
together with the dogs and cats curled up on
the Hermitage Terrace and at Yama’s, a tiny
restaurant with home cooking. We found we
had very much in common and most
importantly loved the Lord. Pat was a very
good cook and because she had lived in
Cyprus before when Mike was an RAF
Chaplain she knew how to use the local
foods to make delicious meals.
In 1997 I was so privileged to join a
pilgrimage to Palestine/Israel with Pat, Mike
and 9 others from St Andrews. Pat knew the
Holy Land having been before and it was
such a joy to be wandering the narrow streets
of Jerusalem together, especially in the
Armenian Quarter where we found a Pottery
and Tailors shop where vestments were
made for clergy. We three were able to
choose a handmade purple stole for dear
Mike to wear during Advent. It was a
humbling experience to walk the way of the
cross together, sharing devotions at each
station led by Mike.

Example of Armenian Ciramics
Pat was a wonderful role model for all who
came to know her and I feel so privileged to
have been her friend. We miss her so much.
May she rest in peace.
________________________________
Friends Gatherings 2017/2018 - Dates for
your Diaries.
1. AGM and Celebration Eucharist at All
Hallows by the Tower, London – Monday
31st July 2017.
2. Autumn Gathering in Bar Convent, York Wednesday 18th October 2017.
3. Spring Gathering at Launde Abbey,
Leicestershire – Tuesday 24th April 2018
to Thursday 26th April 2018.
We shall look forward to seeing you at one,
or all, of the above events.
Further information on any of the above can
be obtained by emailing the Friends
Secretary, Sally, on friends@cypgulf.org
____________________________________
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