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From the Chair, December 2017, by Canon 
Ian Calder 

 
Dear Friends, 
It is as much a surprise to 
me as it might be to you, 
that I was elected to be the 
Chair of the “Association of 
the Friends of Cyprus and 
the Gulf” at the A.G.M. last 
July at All Hallows by the 
Tower.  

 
You will probably know that John Worton-
Griffiths stood down after doing an excellent 
job for 8 years and so the lot fell to me to 
attempt to carry on in John’s footsteps. It is 
so good and a great privilege to be a small 
part of this great Diocese of Cyprus and the 
Gulf.  
 
The “Friends” is deeply committed to 
supporting the life of the Diocese through 
networking with all those who have had links 
with the Diocese, one way or another. It is 
clear, even for the short time that I have been 
involved with the friends, that people have 
really valued the times spent together at 
Launde Abbey and at the autumn day in 
York, as well as the A.G.M. in London at the 
end of July.  
 
I would particularly encourage members or 
indeed any of our readers if they can, to 
come along to the residential meeting at 
Launde Abbey from April 24th – 26th. Not only 
is this a great time to get to know each other 
better, but also a time of spiritual refreshment 
around a cycle of worship in the beautiful 
chapel there; further details can be found 
later in this edition or on the diocesan web 
site. It is good that the Friends are also able 
to support Bishop Michael’s discretionary 
fund through members’ contributions, long 
may it continue to do so. 
  
I have written a short piece later about a 
meeting between some of the committee and 
Archdeacon Christopher Futcher in Exeter, 
who is the guest speaker at Launde Abbey in 
April. One of the items we talked about was 
the possibility of an Exeter Day, similar to the 
York Day in the Autumn, as some of the 
members live in the South and West of the 
U.K.. I would be interested to hear from 
anyone who has any thoughts on this and 

would consider attending such a day, 
perhaps sometime in the early spring? We 
are also investigating how the “Foundation” 
and the “Friends” could work more closely 
together, perhaps under one umbrella, so 
that an even greater spread of gifts and 
talents can be used for continuing the work of 
the diocese., watch this space. 
  
On behalf of the “Friends” may I wish 
everyone a very Happy and Blessed Holy 
Week and Easter. 
 
Ian Calder 
____________________________________ 
 
Spring Gathering of the Friends 
 
The Spring Gathering of the Friends of the 
Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf will be held 
on 24-26th April 2018.  
 
The gathering will be held at Launde Abbey, 
near Oakham, in Leicestershire. Following 
the success of our previous visits, we hope 
that those who were not able to attend 
previously will join us this time. If we have 
sufficient participants we can have exclusive 
use of the Abbey. The two-night reunion will 
provide those attending with an opportunity 
for worship, bible study, talks and plenty of 
time for fellowship. 
 
The guest speaker is the Venerable 
Christopher Futcher from Exeter Cathedral 
 
This is an opportunity for Friends to come 
together to meet old friends, to make new 
ones and to share news, experiences and 
ideas. There will also be the chance to hear 
what is going on in the Diocese.  
 
Should you wish to attend, the details and 
application form are available on the 
Diocesan website at; 
http://cypgulf.org/association-friends-spring-
gathering 
 
Alternatively, for an electronic copy of the 
application form,  please email Sally 
Milner at friends@cypgulf.org 
____________________________________ 
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Friends AGM at All Hallows by the 
Tower – August 2017 
 

 
Gathering and meeting at All Hallows 
 

 
Friends at All Hallows 
 

 
Outgoing Chairman John and Jenny 
 

 
Incoming Chairman with Mike & Anne 
Cole, recently retired from Doha 
 

 
The AGM is fun!  
 

 
Yes, the AGM is fun! 
____________________________________ 
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Bishop Michael’s report – November 
2017. 
 
In Cyprus, this year has seen the prospect of 
ending the division of the island recede a long 
way, despite the valiant efforts of some.  
Though there were several contingent factors 
in the collapse of the talks, the quality of most 
of the politicians involved and their willingness 
to put the long-term good of the island before 
short-term advantage within their own parties 
did not impress. 
 
In the Gulf, three neighbouring fellow-
members of the Gulf Cooperation Council – 
but not Oman or Kuwait – rounded on Qatar 
and attempted to take it down a peg or two.  
Among other things they have forbidden trade 
and direct travel and have banned Qatari 
planes from their airspace.  The ostensible 
reason is that Qatar is accused of supporting 
Islamist extremists, not just Daesh but the 
Muslim Brotherhood.  The Brotherhood has for 
many years been a particular and persistent 
thorn in the flesh not only of those countries 
but also of Egypt, which has joined Saudi, the 
UAE, and Bahrain in this sudden and drastic 
action.  But envy of Qatar’s prosperity and of 
its prominence on the world stage as well as in 
the region is playing a not insignificant part.  
And it is hard to listen to denunciations of 
Qatar as a breeding ground for terrorism 
inspired by allegiance to fanatical ideologies 
without reflecting that some of its neighbours 
have long been so described.  As for the 
encouragement given in person by President 
Trump for the sort of action then taken against 
Qatar, it was irresponsible, partial, and sadly 
predictable.  His administration’s foreign policy 
seems to be either incoherent or merely 
opportunistic, driven by short-term commercial 
advantage and influenced by successful 
lobbying.  It seems to be dismissive of 
discretion, nuance, and professional 
diplomatic advice and may yet prove 
exceptionally dangerous for our region. 
 
These excitements apart, the recapture of 
Mosul has been an enormous achievement, 
but the scale of devastation is equally 
enormous.  Does the government of Haider al 
Abadi have anything like the will or the means 
to rebuild the city and its surrounds, and 
reverse demographic disruption, when Iraq 
itself is under threat as an entity?  Though his 
predecessor Nuri al Maliki bears much of the 

blame, divisions between Kurds and Arabs 
and between Shi’a and Sunni are sharp and 
getting sharper, and minorities like Christians 
and Yezidis still get a very raw deal and have 
fears for the near future. 
 
Sadly the overlooked agonies of the Yemen 
continue:  the al Houthis are not so far 
crushed by the coalition got up against them, 
but that coalition is determined to use all 
means to win; and among other terrors 
cholera has raged. 
 
This year, my tenth in office, has been as 
stimulating and challenging as any for a 
bishop of this diocese.  Like, I’m sure, Bishop 
Clive and others before, I’ve had long 
conversations  with people at various levels 
about the sadnesses of the region and seen 
some of them at close quarters.  But the role 
of the Church, in our gathered congregations, 
however few or many we are,  however fragile 
or strong we feel, is to be there and to be 
Christ, and therefore to stand for and embody  
truth, life, hope, and divine humanity.  I’m 
proud that most of the time that is exactly what 
our chaplaincies and parishes and their 
people and priests are being and doing. 
 
During the last twelve months I’ve visited 
almost everywhere at least once and often 
more than once.  Flights to Aden are still 
unavailable to foreigners and especially 
Westerners; and I have still not been granted 
the visa that would let me visit the Canterbury 
Group. 
 
I have been in the chaplaincy of Dubai with 
Sharjah and the Northern Emirates five or six 
times.  It was most encouraging to license Fr 
Harrison Chinnakumar at Holy Trinity Dubai, 
and on another occasion to join clergy when 
we were hosted residentially by the Coptic 
Orthodox church, a valued neighbour in Ras al 
Khaimah.  In early November I dedicated the 
wholly refurbished and rebuilt compound of 
Holy Trinity Bur Dubai. 
 
In three visits to Oman I combined business of 
the board of the Al Amana Centre for 
Christian-Muslim encounter with presiding and 
preaching at PCO worship, not least but not 
only specifically Anglican liturgy.  Tending to 
the diocese’s partnership with the Reformed 
Church of America and to the PCO council’s 
understanding or non-understanding of that 
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partnership’s relationship and relevance to 
them has been even more testing and 
frustrating than before. 
 
In Kuwait I deaconed the Revd Zhu Peijin at 
St Paul Ahmadi in a joyful ordination.  Her 
ministry is non-stipendiary.  During those days 
I also joined others in interviewing for the 
stipendiary priest’s post.  Canon Michael 
Mbona from Zimbabwe was appointed and I 
went back in May to license him.  
 
Further ordinations took place in Christ Church 
Jebel Ali in September:  Harry Ching, serving 
in the Dubai chaplaincy, to the priesthood, and 
Charlotte Lloyd-Evans to the diaconate, to 
serve in Al ‘Ain and Abu Dhabi.  
 
Julia and I celebrated another moving Holy 
Week at St George Baghdad and were there 
when concrete was poured to start in earnest 
the building of the large new school block. It 
has since progressed at a great rate. 
 
So too has what will be consecrated in due 
course as the exceptionally large church of All 
Saints Musaffah in Abu Dhabi, though much 
money remains to be raised or borrowed.  
 
In Doha security measures still mean a trek for 
worshippers from the permitted parking area 
to the compound within which the Anglican 
Centre and its Church of the Epiphany lie. 
 
By contrast in Bahrain parking is right by the 
cathedral but there are far too many cars for 
the spaces available, now that the government 
has closed a convenient nearby street. 
 
At Deryneia in Cyprus I joined in the farewell 
to Canon Paul Maybury and Sarah.  Some 
months later at Ayia Napa I licensed Fr Martin 
Phillips-Last as first parish priest of 
Ammochostos, encompassing Deryneia, Ayia 
Napa, and Famagusta.  Since some who 
worship at St Mark Famagusta could not cross 
the Green Line, Martin and I went there a 
week later for a service to welcome him.  
Earlier in the twelve-month period I had 
licensed Justin Arnott as lay minister and 
chaplain to students in Famagusta. 
 
In the course of several visits to the cathedral 
in Nicosia I talked on healing at an Alpha 
course – a first for me – and led a Quiet Day 
under the auspices of St Paul’s at Katafiyio. 

In Paphos I licensed Fr Andrew Burtt as parish 
priest.  He joined Canon Anthony Stidolph, 
who has house-for-duty responsibilities. 
 
Confirmations are a privilege and a joy for 
bishops.  In the Diocese of Cyprus and the 
Gulf I have confirmed more often at Limassol 
than anywhere else.  Canon Derek Smith’s 
distinguished time in charge of Limassol with 
Pissouri culminated in a farewell eucharist at 
St Lazarus on 23 July.  We prayed for Derek 
and Sue. 
 
At St Andrew Kyrenia the currently strong 
congregational life and worship are enriched 
by talks, good music, and many social 
occasions, and the church building by rich 
banners, 
 
I presided at the eucharist twice at St George 
in the Forest, Troodos, and on two occasions 
said evening prayer according to the Book of 
Common Prayer.  The second was a well-
attended celebration of the work of UK armed 
forces in Cyprus and of the chaplaincy that 
ministers to them. 
 
Although the Sovereign Base Areas in Cyprus 
are in church terms under the Bishop to the 
Forces, the diocese has always had good 
relations with military chaplains and their 
congregations, and particularly so in recent 
years.  I confirmed several candidates at the 
stately garrison church of St Barnabas 
Dhekelia this summer, assisted by Padre 
Peter King.  Julia and I had previously joined a 
celebration marking the end of the latest 
deployment in Cyprus of the Second Battalion 
of the Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment.  
 
Among overseas engagements during the 
past year I mention first the targeted visit that 
Archdeacon Bill Schwartz and I made to the 
USA, during which we believe we raised the 
profile of the diocese somewhat and once 
again tried to convey what is particular and 
specific about Cyprus and the Gulf as well as 
what we share with the rest of the Province of 
Jerusalem and the Middle East.  Featured 
churches in New York were St Thomas Fifth 
Avenue opposite Trump Tower, Holy Trinity 
Wall Street, and Epiphany on the Upper East 
Side.  We spent considerable time with 
officials at the headquarters of the Episcopal 
Church.  Bill went on to Philadelphia and the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania. 



              WINTER 2017-2018 
 

Page 6 of 20 

Bill also joined me at the general assembly of 
the Middle East Council of Churches in 
Amman and at a regular gathering of the Gulf 
Churches Fellowship in Abu Dhabi. 
 
The three-way Anglican diocesan link between 
Cyprus and the Gulf, Exeter, and Thika 
successfully visited Kenya.  Our hosting by 
Bishop Julius Wanyoike and his people was 
exemplary, and the three bishops met the new 
Primate of Kenya, who received us warmly 
and discussed various Anglican matters 
thoughtfully.  In September Archdeacon Bill 
and I attended the Exeter diocesan clergy 
conference, held in Cirencester at the Royal 
Agricultural University. 
 
In further travels, I led another diocesan 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Jordan.  In 
London, at various times I liaised with the 
Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the 
Middle East, attended meetings of our own 
Cyprus and the Gulf Foundation and the 
gathering of the Jerusalem and the Middle 
East Church Association, convened the Aden 
Council of Reference, and represented the 
wider Anglican Communion at a liaison 
meeting in Westminster Abbey between the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople 
and Lambeth Palace.  In Oxford I led a formal 
Visitation of the Anglican religious order of the 
Sisters of the Love of God, of which I am 
Bishop Visitor.  In Worcester, Julia and I talked 
about our diocese and region. 
 
I am also a member of the International 
Anglican-Orthodox Theological Commission.  
Our most recent meeting was in Malta, and 
our short book, In the Image and Likeness of 
God, continues to be on sale.  It sets out a 
common understanding of what human beings 
are and what we believe we have been 
created for, to undergird our current phase of 
work in which we examine crucial issues to do 
with the beginning of human life and its end. 
 
Julia joined me in attending the consecration 
in All Saints Cathedral Cairo of Dean Samy 
Fawzy Shehata as Area Bishop for North 
Africa in the Diocese of Egypt: a happy, and 
long, celebration. 
 
Back in Cyprus, the Standing and Finance 
Committee of Diocesan Synod, which is also 
my Bishop’s Council, met three times, and 
Synod, as always, met once residentially in 

February, ably prepared for by Archdeacon 
John Holdsworth, my PA Georgia, and Anetta 
our financial secretary. 
 
The Anglican Alliance, a worldwide network of 
Anglican Churches, bodies, and individuals 
involved in social concern, development, and 
justice, held a Middle East consultation in the 
Lordos Beach Hotel.  Out of our gathering a 
regional officer has subsequently been 
appointed:  Joel Kelling, who also offers 
service to the Province and collaborates with 
Georgia, my PA, who is the current Provincial 
Secretary. 
 
After a meeting of the Standing Committee of 
the Province a full Provincial Synod was held 
in Amman.  Archbishop Mouneer laid down 
the primacy after a total of ten years.  
Archbishop Suheil was elected primate for a 
period that will end in November 2019, and I 
was elected in advance to succeed him then.   
 
In the buffer zone, opposite the Ledra Palace 
Hotel in the admirable Home or House of 
Cooperation, I convened the second annual 
Social Outreach Forum under the aegis of our 
Anglican diocese for any agency or individual 
involved in matters of social concern 
anywhere in Cyprus to pool experiences and 
good practice. It was again well attended by 
people from beyond Anglican life in Cyprus as 
well as within it. 
 
In the same venue I joined a small World 
Council of Churches interfaith gathering to 
discuss the theology and practice of 
pilgrimages and holy places. 
 
I also joined a meeting of the International 
Anglican Standing Committee on Unity, Faith, 
and Order that met in Cyprus and discussed 
various and contested understandings of 
authority and governance in the Church. 
 
And for the Archdeaconry of Cyprus I took part 
in gatherings of wardens, of curates and 
Readers and those in training, and of parish 
secretaries and communicators, as well as the 
annual Cyprus Forum for laity and clergy; and 
before Christmas Julia and I hosted clergy and 
spouses at Bishop’s House. 
On behalf of us both may I thank everyone 
who spoke, wrote, or prayed after our son 
George died earlier this year, not least all who 
were able to be with us at his funeral requiem 
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and burial in Cyprus?  Almost 10000 euros 
has been given in his memory so far and is 
helping build the school in Baghdad.  In 
January Julia and I plan to be at St George’s 
to dedicate the play area in George’s name 
and our son Paul intends to come with us. 
 
+ Michael Cyprus & the Gulf 
____________________________________ 
 
The Friends Northern Gathering  
18th October 2017 
 
Our fourth Northern Gathering of the Friends 
was again held in the lovely venue and 
surroundings of the Bar Convent in York.  
Our day’s activity began with meet and greet 
and coffee, followed by a Eucharist Service, 
then lunch and finishing with a choice of 
either a visit to the Bar Convent Heritage 
Centre or just free time to wander elsewhere. 
 
Our numbers continue to grow with 20 
Friends attending our 2017 gathering, and it 
was a joy to welcome those attending our 
gathering for the first time. For the Eucharist, 
our thanks go to Bishop Clive for leading the 
worship, Canon Ian Calder for the Sermon 
and Revd Alan Hayday for “tickling the 
ivories” producing lovely music (all the right 
notes in the right order). Also thanks go to the 
Bible readers. 
 
A retiring collection was taken in aid of the 
Living Heritage Museum in the Bar Convent.    
 

 
Friends attending our Northern Gathering 
 
The problem with photographs is that 
someone has to operate the camera, and for 
this photo, the task was undertaken by 
Bernice (many thanks).   
 

Following the service we enjoyed lunch and a 
lovely time of fellowship and chatter together.  
Due to the small kitchen at the Convent, we 
must place our order for lunch prior to the 
Eucharist; whilst that might seem a little 
inconvenient, everything is ready for us 
promptly and was most delicious.  
 

 
Bishop Clive and Friends at lunch 
 

 
Fellowship with Friends old and new 
 

 
Much chatter over lunch 
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Lunch over, time to move on 
 
For the afternoon activity, the attendees had 
a choice of visiting the Convent Heritage 
Centre or just be free to wander as they 
wished. The Heritage Centre provides an 
insight into the history of Bar Convent, which 
is the oldest active Convent in England. 
 
The day concluded with coffee/tea in The 
Bike Shed, a quaint establishment a short 
walk from the Convent. Our thanks to all 
attendees, and we look forward to seeing you 
all again in 2018. God’s Blessings to you all. 
___________________________________ 
 
Notes from the Meeting in Exeter 
6th November 2017.  
 
Between the Friends of the Diocese of 
Cyprus and the Gulf and the Exeter 
Diocese. 
 
Present:-  Christopher Futcher, Sally 
Milner, Charles Milner, Penny Calder and Ian 
Calder 
  
We spent some time getting to know each 
other a little more and talking generally about 
our experiences in Cyprus and the Gulf. Ian 
produced a possible agenda which just 
helped us focus on how the “Friends” and the 
Exeter Diocese might be able to work more 
closely together. 
 
During the ensuing discussion Charles gave 
us some very helpful background to the 
“Foundation” and its work as trustees to a 
fund supporting the Diocese of Cyprus and 
the Gulf. Sally gave us the story of the 
“Friends” and how that had developed. 
Christopher gave us an outline on how the 
work with the link between the Diocese of 

Cyprus and the Gulf and the Diocese of Thika 
was developing. 
 
Christopher talked a little about the projects 
which the Exeter Diocese are supporting in 
Thika, and we all agreed that the link with the 
Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf is a different 
sort of link but equally valuable in its own 
way. Christopher was particularly impressed 
with Bill and Edie Schwartz, when they 
stayed with him, and obviously got a real 
flavour of what the Diocese of Cyprus and the 
Gulf was all about from their visit. Christopher 
also mentioned the tripartite meeting between 
the three dioceses which will take place in 
Exeter next year. The Palm crosses sent 
from the Gulf to Exeter were appreciated as 
were the opportunities for exchanges, 
particularly in the area of ministry training. 
 
It was agreed that strengthening the links is 
best done through personal relationships and 
exploring further possibilities of working 
together. It is good to hear that Christopher, 
and hopefully Sue Parkes (retiring to the 
Exeter Diocese), would be at the Diocesan 
Synod of C & G in February, and we hoped 
that there would be a further opportunity to 
meet at Synod to strengthen the link and 
develop it further.  
 
It was also very good to find that Christopher 
is able to come to Launde Abbey in April and 
even better he is happy to be the guest 
speaker. We look forward to the meeting with 
even more enthusiasm! 
 
We talked about visiting speakers coming to 
Exeter and felt more could be done to link in 
with Bishop Michael and his senior staff, to 
ask them to give a talk when they were over 
here in the U.K. 
 
We talked about the success of the York Day 
and explored the possibility of having an 
Exeter day if the demand was there. Ian 
agreed to try and find out what the demand 
might be and to explore the possibilities of 
organising such a day. Christopher was 
happy for this to take place and felt that it 
would be entirely possible if there is a 
demand. 
We also mentioned Bertrand, both wishing 
him luck in his new appointment and 
recognising a need for a replacement at 
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some stage. We hoped the link with All 
Hallows would continue to flourish. 
 
We then had a fairly general discussion about 
the future of the “Friends” and the 
“Foundation” over a cup of tea, before leaving 
for home. 
 
It was a most useful and productive meeting 
and we were particularly grateful to 
Christopher for hosting us and providing 
lunch and drinks (soft needless to say!). 
 
Canon Ian Calder. 
__________________________________ 
 
News from Abu Dhabi - Press Release 
 
Recently the name of the huge mosque that 
was built to tower over both St Andrew Abu 
Dhabi and the adjoining Roman Catholic 
cathedral has been renamed. the Mosque of 
Mary Mother of Jesus.  
 

 
Maryam Umm Isa Mosque 
 
The decision to rename an Abu Dhabi 
mosque in honour of Mary, Mother of Jesus 
is testimony to what unites Christians and 
Muslims, a UAE minister has said. Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of 
the Armed Forces, renamed the mosque on 
the 19th day of Ramadan. 
  
Sheikha Lubna Al Qasimi, Minister of State 
for Tolerance, said in an opinion article on 
International Catholic News, a British website 
“It offers a message that we hope the 
followers of both faiths will take to heart, 
recognising that we share much in the way of 

common values and a common commitment 
to humanity”.  
 
The decision shows the country’s 
commitment to principles of religious 
tolerance and inter-faith dialogue, Sheikha 
Lubna wrote, according to Wam, the state 
news agency. The mosque is located next to 
Catholic, Anglican and Coptic Orthodox 
churches. 
  
“Though we are a Muslim-majority country, 
we now have over 40 churches, catering to 
hundreds of thousands of believers of many 
different Christian denominations, along with 
Sikh and Hindu places of worship,” Sheikha 
Lubna wrote.  
“We take pride in that diversity, which 
encompasses the 200 or so nationalities that 
live in our country, and also in the evidence 
of our own ancient Christian heritage 1,400 
years ago.” 
 
The choice of name is “of huge significance” 
as the Virgin Mary and Jesus, known in 
Arabic as Maryam and Issa, are not only at 
“the very heart” in Christianity, but also in 
Islam.  
 
“At a time when there are those who seek to 
pit believers of one faith against the other, it 
is testimony to what unites us,” Sheikha 
Lubna said.  
____________________________________ 
 
News from St Christopher’s, Bahrain 
 
Confirmation Day in Bahrain:  
 
St Andrew’s Day, Thursday 30th November.   
What a truly awesome day it was, tangible 
felt the Holy Spirit working in me…. was one 
response from one of the candidates… and 
indeed it was a very special service: fifteen 
people being confirmed - eight adults and 
seven young people - from five different 
nations (American, British, Indian, Kenyan, 
Ugandan), varied backgrounds and different 
walks of life but united in their desire to 
confirm their faith and be confirmed in it. The 
service was followed by the cutting of a cake 
and an excellent lunch enjoyed by all who 
attended the service, graciously provided by 
parents of those being confirmed. 
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As the service begins 
 

 
The male Candidates 
 

 
The female Candidates 
 

 
Cutting the Celebration Cake 

 
A wonderful sight to see 
 
Such is the nature of life in the Gulf that two 
of the candidates moved on to work 
elsewhere in the following two days:  one to 
the United States and another to Dubai, via 
Kenya. And already this afternoon I have 
heard from one church ready to welcome and 
looking forward to her joining them. That’s the 
reality of the Christian family and I am 
grateful. It means that we have a very 
dynamic model of the church, generous in 
our hospitality and welcome, but gracious in 
our willingness to let people move on and to 
wish them well in their life and faith journey. 
 
Dean Chris Butt 
____________________________________ 
 
News from Iraq 
 
Congratulations to Fr Faiz. 
 
The Ministry of Culture honoured Fr Faiz 
Jerjes, Chaplain of St George’s, Baghdad,  
as one of the distinguished personalities of 
the year 2017 for his role in supporting 
human rights work in Iraq.  The celebration 
was attended by an audience of people 
interested in this field. 
 

 
Fr Faiz receiving his award 
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Christmas at St George’s 
 

 
A lovely Christmas scene in Baghdad 
 
Plays, poems and hymns were presented by 
the children and young people of St George’s 
this Christmas Eve at a packed act of 
worship. All were welcome including non-
Christians.  Presents were distributed and, 
later, food for the poor and needy was 
served. 
 
The youth group was also invited to take their 
part in a Christmas presentation at 
Baghdad’s National Theatre. 
 

 
Fr Faiz presiding at Christmas 
____________________________________ 
 
Further News from Iraq 
 
A Christmas Message from Patriarch Louis 
Raphael Sako 

 
Patriarch Louis Raphael Sako 

On Christmas, the angels sang: “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men” (Luke 2/14). This is a title for 
a real and long-term project, achieved by 
Jesus Christ and should be accomplished in 
the heart of every one of us to prevail peace 
in the world. This heavenly project is the only 
hope to change our fears and worries 
resulted from; terrorism and wars; as well as 
the economic deterioration and the deadly 
comprehensive arms racing. 

Hope of Iraqis 
After declaring the triumph over ISIS and the 
termination of terrorist control on Mosul and 
other Iraqi cities that have been invaded 
since June 2014, Iraqis hope is to look at this 
victory as a firm step forward to: attain 
security and stability;  deal with the 
consequences that affected the general 
situation; put things at the right track; 
consolidate the foundations of true 
citizenship; resolve outstanding matters in a 
peaceful ways and through dialogue 
especially the “Kurdistan file”; eliminate 
corruption; get rid of the widespread religious 
discrimination; reform the current legal, 
political, social, educational, and economical 
matters by changing it radically; and to 
schedule elections on time. 

Accomplishing this hope will create sort of 
certainty among Iraqis; escalate the credibility 
of the Iraqi government; and unite Iraqis 
under one national roof in spite of their 
different affiliations, as soon as their homes 
are restored and the liberated towns been 
reconstructed. This is a “big” challenge that 
we need to encounter reaching out to this 



              WINTER 2017-2018 
 

Page 12 of 20 

“New Phase” based on fundamental 
principles. 

Hope of Christians 
As a result of discrimination against 
Christians, threat, abduction and expulsion 
from their homes in Nineveh Plain by ISIS, 
nearly half of their population migrated (over 
1.5 million people before 2003). Hence, the 
liberation of Christian areas oblige the Iraqi 
Government “as a foster mother for all” to 
work seriously for; facilitating the return of 
Christian to their homes and properties; 
preserving their rights as indigenous citizens; 
recognizing their culture, civilization and 
heritage as an essential part of Iraq’s history; 
and preventing demographic changes in their 
historical geographic areas. 

Nevertheless, the time has come for 
Christians to learn lessons from the past to 
get rid of their fears, pessimism and personal 
interests that divided them; clarify their 
visions, approaches, and unite their stances 
in order to consolidate their presence and 
their role in the public affairs and political 
process in a genuine national partnership 
away from dependency and custody. This 
way, Christians will be able to build their 
homeland, their future, hand in hand with 
their fellow Muslims, since the future cannot 
be built without tolerance and coexistence 
and as long as our strength is in such a 
mosaic beautiful fabric of Iraq. So, let us 
move to the path of hope together. 

Also, it is time for Christians to communicate 
with their citizens and with the Church that 
embraced and supported them during this 
tragedy by informing the international 
community about their situation. In addition, 
the church is encouraging Christians always 
to hold onto their hope and return to their 
towns. This is our homeland and we insist to 
remain here. 

Role of the Church 
The Church in Iraq must read the signs of the 
times; renew its commitment to the Gospel 
and to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ; 
also to be directed by the frequent calls of 
Pope Francis in deepening the spiritual 
relationship away from the tendency to power 
and money; make genuine initiatives towards 
unity;  spread the good news in the society; 
and reform the religious discourse so that it 

goes beyond the traditional and formal style 
to come up as a meaningful and influential 
speech. Above all, the Church should follow 
the footsteps of Jesus Christ towards the 
needy, displaced and sick in order to provide 
them with the possible care. The Church has 
also to involve the lay people in a wider range 
of responsibilities through the pastoral 
councils, the parishes and groups of service. 
They are all members of the Church since 
they have been baptized “given a royal 
priesthood” that makes them partners. 
 
In regards to Muslims, an honest dialogue is 
a MUST, to understand the truth of each side 
and accept it, especially that the Vatican 
Council II, in 1965, paved the way for this 
kind of dialogue by stating: “The Church 
looks with respect to the Muslims who 
worship the one God, the living, the mighty, 
the Almighty, the Creator of heaven and 
earth…” (statement on the relationship of the 
Church with the Islamic religion … article 3). 
This kind of dialogue must go beyond the 
formalities and put more effort on those with 
good will in order to establish peace and 
security as well as promoting the values of 
tolerance, justice, freedom and dignity for all. 

In conclusion, I urge the Christians to stand in 
solidarity with the Palestinian people, who 
have been suffering from injustice and 
displacement for 70 years. I also call on them 
today to pray for Jerusalem to remain a holy 
city for Christians, Muslims and Jews. 
 

 
 
Patriarch Louis Raphael Sako 
___________________________________ 
News from Aden 
 
Mansour Khan, long-standing administrator at 
Christ Church Aden, which includes the Ras 
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Morbat Clinic, was able to join a meeting of 
the bishop’s Aden Council of Reference in 
London on 22 November.  
 

 
Our man in Aden 
 
Also Mansour has been busy.  
 
Christ Church Aden and its integral eye clinic 
have been cleaned and repainted under the 
watchful eye of Mansour, our meticulous and 
devoted local administrator, who also 
oversaw necessary repairs after the fierce 
crossfire of recent years.  There’s more to do 
but it’s looking good. 
 
Well done Mansour, and to all who assisted. 
___________________________________ 
 
News from Doha 
 
Youth Ministries and Faith Boom at 
Church of the Epiphany in Qatar 
 
The Church of the Epiphany in Doha, Qatar, 
had an eventful and spiritually prosperous 
year in 2017.  
 
“Our vision seeks to connect with Christ, stay 
committed to Christ, and to connect and 
commit to the world. This we are trying to 
express and live out through building 
Christian community, through building 

Christian discipleship and through building 
mission together,” said Fr. Paul Davies, the 
senior priest of Church of the Epiphany. 
“Presently we are focusing on building loving 
relationships, and we do that through many 
different ways.” 
 
One way in which the church builds loving 
relationships is through its youth-focused 
programs, such as the EpiQ Youth and 
Friday School ministries. The children’s 
Friday School ministry consists of two 
independent schools, one for the church’s 
morning service in English and one for the 
evening service in Tamil. Both schools have 
more than 70 young people each and have 
about 40 volunteer teachers in total. 
 

 
Friday morning school group 
 

 
Friday evening school group 
 
Though they are independent in functioning, 
they have a shared vision. The vision is the 
spiritual growth of every single child by 
connecting them to Jesus Christ through 
studying God’s word, songs, prayer and 
meaningful activities. Classes are organized 
in age appropriate groups and our dedicated 
volunteer teachers have undergone training 
in ‘Vulnerable Child Protection.’ 
 
The Friday School Morning (FSM) uses 
inspiring and nurturing study material 
produced by ROOTS for Churches Ltd and 
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Sermons 4 Kids. The Friday School Evening 
(FSE) uses in-house material produced by Fr. 
Jebaraj Devasagayam, the church’s assistant 
priest, who also conducts a monthly training 
for the teachers.  
 
Twice a year, the children of the FSM actively 
participate in the Friday School Church 
Service. The FSM also organizes a one-day 
retreat called Arise that has attracted more 
than 120 children from different 
congregations worshipping in Doha’s 
Religious Complex. 
 
The children of FSE similarly participate 
actively in their church service. A special 
contribution made by the FSE team to 
various Tamil-speaking churches in Doha is 
the annual Vacation Bible School. The VBS 
has been running for the past five years and, 
on average, has attracted more than 100 
participants. 
  
Meanwhile, the EpiQ Youth ministry is also 
geared toward pre-teens and teens. The 
name is a play on the words Epiphany and 
Qatar. This ministry began in 2014 and has 
grown steadily over the years. It includes 
both our morning and evening service 
members. Currently, we have 30 youth in it 
and about a similar number of alumni; many 
have remained connected with the church 
upon reaching adulthood. 
 
This ministry’s vision is to bring youth into a 
closer relationship with Jesus Christ and a 
closer relationship with each other. Our job is 
to equip our youth to face the challenges of 
living as a young Christian in a day and age 
where atheism and secularism are on the 
rise. To do this we provide them with a 
vigorous and balanced curriculum dealing 
with big questions, as well as ways to live out 
their faith on a day-to-day basis. The 
curriculum used has been the LYFE series 
produced by Bible Society as well as 
resources from Ravi Zacharias’ International 
Ministries. 
 
Of course, we know that our youth also got to 
have fun! So, our weekly meetings include a 
healthy mix of worship music, study time, 
games, fellowship and food. We also have 
many offsite fun activities. 
The dedication and commitment of the 
coordinators and teachers, in conjunction 

with the support of parents, have made these 
ministries targeted to building the present 
generation into a growing and vibrant one.  
We believe we are making a difference in the 
spiritual growth of our children and youth.  
 
Both the EipQ Youth and the Friday School 
ministries have brought more and more 
children deeper into the Anglican faith and 
communion. This was most visible on 
December 8, 2017, when the Anglican 
Bishop in Cyprus and the Gulf Michael Lewis 
confirmed nearly 20 young people and adults 
during two services at the Church of the 
Epiphany. The services were in English and 
Tamil, and represented numerous countries 
and cultures, including members of the Igbo 
mission congregation. This was one of the 
largest confirmations to date in the parish in 
Qatar. The confirmands were honoured with 
receptions after both services. 
 
Bishop Michael joined members of the 
congregation at an informal dinner the 
evening before, and learned about the active 
ministries that continue to grow in the parish 
since its move to the Doha Anglican Centre in 
2013. Such ministries also include local 
outreach ministries, social ministries and 
expanded musical ministries. The bishop 
remarked on how good it was to see these 
ministries as both a local expression of 
Anglican ministry and as part of the larger 
narrative of the many things happening in the 
diocese as a whole. 
 
Christina Paschyn, Jaywant Michael and 
Margaret Douglass 
 
Confirmations in Doha 
 

 
 
The Church of the Epiphany presented 
almost twenty candidates for confirmation to 
Bishop Michael on 8 December 2017 in two 
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joyful ceremonies, one in English, the other in 
Tamil.  They came from a variety of national 
backgrounds, and the similarly multi-ethnic 
congregations and clergy pledged to support 
and pray for them in their life as Christians. 
__________________________________ 
 
New pastoral appointments in the Diocese 
 
The Bishop of the Diocese of Cyprus and the 
Gulf, the Rt Revd Michael Lewis, is delighted 
to announce six new canons of the diocese’s 
two cathedrals, three to be installed in 
Bahrain and three in Cyprus. 
 

 
St Christopher’s Bahrain 
 
On Friday 23 February 2018 at St 
Christopher’s Cathedral, Manama, Bahrain, 
he will confer clerical canonries on the Revd 
Stephen Thanapaul and the Revd Jebaraj 
Devasagayam, and a lay canonry on Mrs 
Angela Murray. 
 

 
St Paul’s Nicosia 
 
On Thursday 3 May at St Paul’s Cathedral, 
Nicosia, Cyprus, he will confer clerical 
canonries on the Revd Brian Elliott, the Revd 
Paul Burt, and the Revd Bertrand Olivier. 
Fr Stephen Thanapaul has served for a 
number of years as a chaplain of the Mission 
to Seafarers, both in India and the Gulf.  In 

Bahrain he is also associate priest at the 
cathedral and plays a prominent part in 
English and Tamil worship. 
 
Fr Jebaraj Devasagayam, after a ministry 
that has included theological education and 
publication as well as pastoral responsibility, 
has pioneered Tamil-language worship in 
Qatar while contributing to all aspects of the 
life of the Church of the Epiphany. 
 
Mrs Angela Murray, a historian and writer 
and long-term resident of Bahrain, is well-
known throughout the community and a key 
figure at St Christopher’s Cathedral.  She is 
in the process of compiling an exhaustively 
researched history of our diocese. 
 
Padre Brian Elliott has been an army 
chaplain in various capacities for forty years, 
including a spell as Deputy Assistant 
Chaplain-General.  He now serves as 
honorary assistant priest at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Nicosia. 
 
The Revd Paul Burt has had a varied 
ordained ministry not only in parishes but 
also as teacher, house master, and school 
chaplain, latterly at Winchester College, and 
currently as a senior chaplain of the Mission 
to Seafarers in Dubai and Regional Director 
for the Gulf and South Asia.  When he steps 
down from that post in the spring he will 
continue to live in the UAE. 
 
The Revd Bertrand Olivier is soon to 
become Dean of Montreal Cathedral in 
Canada and will continue his already strong 
support of the Diocese of Cyprus and the 
Gulf.  A Frenchman, he has been vicar of All 
Hallows by the Tower in London, our 
diocese’s host and base in the UK, for twelve 
years and is Bishop Michael’s Commissary. 
 
All who are able are warmly encouraged to 
join the new canons at their installations. 
Your prayers and thanksgivings are asked for 
them and their families. 
 
Furthermore 
 
Bishop Michael is pleased to announce the 
appointment of the Revd Canon Dr Andrew 
Mayes as parish priest and chaplain of St 
Barnabas Limassol, including St Lazarus 
Pissouri, and diocesan spirituality adviser. 
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The Revd Canon Dr Andrew Mayes 

Canon Mayes is currently Rector of East 
Blatchington and Bishopstone, near Seaford, 
Sussex, and spirituality adviser in the 
Diocese of Chichester. 
 
His earlier ministry was in the dioceses of 
London, Chelmsford, and Birmingham, all in 
the Province of Canterbury.  He has also 
served as course director at St George’s 
College, Jerusalem.  As well as leading on 
spirituality in his present diocese he has also 
overseen continuing ministerial education. 
 
Please pray for Fr Andrew and his wife Ann 
as they prepare to move to the Diocese of 
Cyprus and the Gulf.  A licensing date in 
early May will be confirmed in due course. 
____________________________________ 
 
Indian Priest Freed - A Press Release from 
The Times of Oman: 
 
An Indian priest kidnapped after an attack on 
a care home in Yemen’s southern port city of 
Aden in 2016 has been freed and flown to 
Oman, the government has revealed. 
 
Father Tom Uzhunnalil was abducted in 
March 2016 when four gunmen posing as 
relatives of one of the residents at the home 
burst inside, killing four Indian nuns, two 
Yemeni female staff, eight elderly residents 
and a guard. 
 

 
Fr Tom freed 
 
The Sultanate helped to find and rescue the 
Vatican employee, the government said. “In 
response to the Royal Orders of His Majesty 
Sultan Qaboos bin Said and as per a request 
from the Vatican to assist in the rescuing of a 
Vatican employee, the authorities concerned 
in Oman, in coordination with the Yemeni 
authorities, have managed to find a Vatican 
government employee.” 
He was transferred this morning to Muscat, 
the government said. Tom Uzhunnalil 
thanked the Almighty and His Majesty the 
Sultan, and wished him good health and 
wellness. He also thanked his brothers, 
sisters and all relatives and friends who 
prayed for his safety and release, the 
statement added. 
 
Father Tom reached Rome on Tuesday night, 
according to a Catholic church spokesman in 
Bengaluru. A member of the government of 
the Vatican City, Uzhunnalil worked at an old-
age home, founded by Mother Teresa’s 
Missionaries of Charity, and had spent 17 
months in captivity. India's ambassador to 
Oman Indra Mani Pandey was pleased to see 
Uzhunnalil freed. “We are aware that he has 
been freed, and are happy that he is now out 
of danger,” said Pandey. 
 
“We would not like to share any more details 
about this at this time, and will wait for the 
Government of India to make a statement.” 
 
Kerala’s Chief Minister, Pinarayi Vijayan, 
added, “The news of the release of Fr. Tom 
Uzhunnalil, who was in the captivity of 
terrorists, is heartening. Wishing him well.” 
 
The Apostolic Vicariate of Southern Arabia, 
which oversees the welfare and development 
of churches in the UAE, Oman and Yemen, 
was also relieved to see father Tom out of 
danger. 
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“We gratefully thank all those who prayed for 
the safe release of Fr. Tom. More details are 
awaited and will be released when available,” 
they said in a statement. 
 
“Thank the Lord and all those who worked on 
this.” 
 
In May, a video of the Indian priest was 
posted online and he was seen in poor 
health, calling for help. 
 
“They are treating me well to the extent they 
are able,” the white-bearded Uzhunnalil said, 
speaking slowly in English. “My health 
condition is deteriorating quickly and I require 
hospitalisation as early as possible,” he 
added in the recording.  
____________________________________ 
 
The Katafiyio Retreat House, Cyprus. 
 
Located in Kapedes on the edge of the 
Machairas Forest in Cyprus, the Katafiyio 
Retreat House is ideally situated to provide a 
place of relaxation for anyone (or any group), 
from any denomination, to take time out for 
rest, quiet reflection and prayer. It’s a unique 
place to come, rest and listen to God. 
 
“Come with me, by yourselves, to a quiet 
place, and get some rest.” (Mark 6:31) 
 
The aim of the Retreats Ministry is to equip 
and resource Christians living in an 
increasingly busy world, by providing them 
with quiet and restful places, where they can 
take “time out” to listen to God.   
The services and facilities are offered to 
individuals, churches of any denomination 
and organisations, both at the Katafiyio 
Retreat House in Cyprus and in other 
locations within the Diocese and Province. 

 

 
Katafiyio Retreat House, Cyprus 

 
Sitting at peace with the Lord.... 
 

 
Or sitting in the garden…. 
 

 
Or in the Prayer room…. 
 

 
Or out walking…. 

http://cypgulf.org/wp-content/uploads/Katafiyio-Brochure-2014.pdf
http://cypgulf.org/wp-content/uploads/Katafiyio-Brochure-2014.pdf
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Or at rest… 
 

 
Sharing in groups…. 
 

 
Or alone…. 
 

 
All the options leading to Spiritual Growth 
  
 
 

A story: A team of African locals working as 
luggage carriers for a Western explorer in the 
early 1900’s, wanted to rest on the second 
day of the trek. They explained to the 
explorer that they had travelled too fast the 
previous day and that they now needed to 
wait for their souls to catch up with their 
bodies. It seems there is always the tendency 
for our bodies to be on the go whether we’re 
in full-time employment, at home with the 
kids, or retired. 
 
Consequently our souls take a back seat in 
the arena of life. In one sense, retreats are 
about letting our souls catch up with our 
bodies.   
 
Try being soulful. Allow your soul your inner 
being to catch up with your body in the 
coming days. The soul connects us more 
deeply to God, to each other, to the world in 
which God has put us. We are then able to 
live out of that soulfulness as we go about 
our daily lives. 
 
It’s about slowing down in order that we can 
wake up to what’s going on in the present 
moment, to know God in it all, and to respond 
to him. Give yourself stopping points in the 
day to relax. 
 

• Be still, silent. 

• Say to God “Here I am”. 

• Notice where God is for you right now. 

• Notice what blessings you are experiencing. 

• Give thanks. 

• Is there anything you may have missed 
seeing? 

• Then move on more soulfully into your day 
 
For more information, or if you would like to 
be added to the mailing list for our occasional 
newsletter, please get in touch with us at 
retreats@cypgulf.org 
____________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://cypgulf.org/contact/
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In Loving Memory 
 
George Isaac Andrew Lewis.  
17 May 1983 to 29 January 2017. 
 

 
George enjoying gardening 
 
The 29th January is the first anniversary of 
George's death. On January 9th, 2018, 
Bishop Michael and Julia, together with 
George's brother Paul, are going to St 
George Baghdad where a children's 
playground is to be dedicated in our George's 
name.  
 
This has been enabled by the generous 
giving of parishes and individuals across the 
diocese. George's entire family has been 
touched and comforted by such generosity.  
 
The thought of children being able to play 
safely and happily because of money 
donated in his memory would have made 
George laugh and play with them. 
 
Many people who visit St Paul's Cathedral 
will remember George as he tended the 
cathedral grounds. 
____________________________________ 
 
 

A Joyful Occasion 
 
Bishop Michael and Julia are pleased to 
announce the marriage of their daughter 
Eleanor Hannah Mary Lewis to Michael 
James Arthur White took place at St Michael 
Rushall, on Saturday 12th August. 
 
Bishop Michael conducted the marriage 
within the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.  
Eleanor was conducted down the aisle by her 
son Reuben, her mother Julia, and two best 
women. 
 
Although there was some sadness at the 
recent loss of George Andrew Isaac Lewis, 
especially during the hymn “As the deer 
pants for the water”, George was 
remembered at the reception with much 
laughter at the thought of how he could 
create ‘mayhem’ as Bishop Michael 
mentioned in his speech. 
 
Laughter was also on the agenda during the 
procession out of church when Eleanor 
donned a leather jacket over her beautiful 
wedding dress.  As she and Michael walked 
down the aisle every one could see her new 
name painted on the back of the jacket – 
“Mrs White”. 
 
May Eleanor and Michael have a long and 
happy marriage. 
 

 
The happy couple 
____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



              WINTER 2017-2018 
 

Page 20 of 20 

New Year’s Honours 
 

 
Mrs Angela Murray MBE 
 
Congratulations to Mrs Angela Murray on 
being awarded an MBE in the Queen’s New 
Year’s Honours.  The citation notes her 
service to charity and community in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain as well as her service on 
the Bahrain Anglican Church Council. 
 
Angela is well known acrosthe diocese not 
least for her membership of Bishop’s Council 
and Standing and Finance Committee.  A 
published author, she is completing a 
comprehensive history of the diocese. 
 
Angela will also be installed as a lay canon of 
St Christopher’s Cathedral on 23 February. 
 
Editor’s Note: 
 
Congratulations Angela and well deserved on 
behalf of the Friends Organisation and the 
Olive Branch Team. 
____________________________________ 
 
An Orthodox Friend 
 
Metropolitan Chrysostom of Kitium, Bishop of 
the Orthodox diocese centered on Larnaca in 
Cyprus, is a close working colleague of 
Bishop Michael’s on the International 
Anglican-Orthodox Commission for 
Theological Dialogue. He is pictured at a 
meeting attended by them both in Malta in 
October. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Metropolitan Chrysostom of Kitium 
____________________________________ 
 
Mrs Jocelyn Henderson 
 
Now in her late nineties, Mrs Jocelyn 
Henderson is pictured before the Sunday 
evening Eucharist at St Andrew Abu Dhabi 
on 12 November. She has for many years 
served as one of the churchwardens of St 
Andrew’s.  
 

 
Jocelyn 
 
Her late husband Edward was close to HH 
Sheikh Zayed and in the course of a varied 
military and diplomatic career was at one 
stage British ambassador to Qatar.  
 
Jocelyn’s permanent home is in Abu Dhabi.  
____________________________________ 
 
 


