
 

  



CATHEDRAL CONTACTS 

 

The Dean The Very Rev’d Jeremy Crocker 22-677897 
 (jeremy.crocker@live.co.uk)  
 
Assistant Curate Deacon Justin Arnott   96-556432 
 (justin.arnott@gmail.com)  
 
Honorary Assistant  Canon Brian Elliott   
 (brian.elliott@cypgulf.org) 
 
Lay Reader Bill Grundy 
 (bill.grundy@gmail.com) 
 
Safeguarding  Margaret Charalambides  99-685767 
Officers  Winifred Spyridaki    99-686248  
 
Wardens Margaret Michaelides            99-778964 
 Frank Creighton 
 (frankcreighton@hotmail.com) 
  
Parish Office Helen Klostris    22-445221 
 
Office Hours Monday – Friday 0900 - 1400  
 
Website stpaulsnicosia.com 
 
E-mail address stpauls@spidernet.com.cy 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

Dean Jeremy’s day off each week is Friday 
Deacon Justin’s day off each week is Thursday 

 
 
 
 
  



A Snapshot of St Paul’s  
by Joan Georghallides 

 

St Paul’s began as a small building on St George’s 
Hill, an unstable site. That soon necessitated 
careful dismantling and reconstruction of the 
church on donated land nearby. The east windows 
were blocked in as the morning sun had proved 
too strong, but the stained-glass rose window at 
the west end survived the move and several 
subsequent lengthening of the Gothic style 
church. The original small congregation were 
largely composed of British administration 
officials and military families, first under the 
Bishop of Gibraltar, then the Bishop of Jerusalem, 
and on St Paul’s becoming a cathedral in 1981 the 
Bishop of Cyprus and the Gulf. 
 

There are many other commemorative stained-
glass windows, brass plaques and church furniture 
to peruse. The Deanery, of course, saw the final 
official meeting of the Governor, Sir John Harding, 
Field Marshall and The Secretary of State for The 
Colonies, Sir Alan Lenox-Boyd, with 
Archbishop Makarious III. The one hundredth 
anniversary of St Paul’s was graced by H.M. 
Queen Elizabeth II. The gardens offer welcome 
respite from traffic, a pet cemetery, and a Hall, 
the scene of countless parties, receptions and 
fairs. The congregation now reflects the 
worldwide reach of the Anglican tradition and 
welcome residents and tourists to the many 
services. This autumn will see the 
125th anniversary weekend (6-7 Oct), 
commemorations of the 1918 Armistice and 
Christmas celebrations. 

 

 
Some key dates in the 
history of Anglican church 
buildings in Nicosia: 
 
❖ 6 May 1885 Original 

foundation stone laid  
❖ Christmas 1885 First 

service  
❖ 27 April 1886 

consecrated by the 
Bishop Standford of 
Gibraltar  

❖ 1889 Subsistence 
causes church to be 
abandoned  

❖ 1893 Construction of 
new church begins  

❖ October 1893 First 
service  

❖ 23 April 1896 
consecrated by the 
Bishop Blyth of 
Jerusalem 

❖ June 1952 work begins 
to extend the church 

❖ October 1952 enlarged 
church re-consecrated 
by Bishop Stewart  

❖ 15 May 1981 re-
hallowed as diocesan 
cathedral by Bishop 
Leonard Ashton



The 1st of August was Lammas Day, our Reader Bill Grundy 
delivered the below homily on that day.  
 
Today we celebrate Lammas Day, which is a holiday celebrated in some English 
speaking countries in the Northern Hemisphere, usually between 1sr August and 
1st Sept. it is a festival to mark the annual wheat harvest, “Loaf Mass”, and is the 
first harvest festival of the year. On this day it was customery to bring to church a 
loaf made from the new crop. We are holding our own harvest festival this year on 
the 30th Sept.   
 
In our Gospel reading today (Matthew 13.44-46) we heard the Parables: The hidden 
treasure, and the pearl. Have you ever seen something that you just had to have? 
Maybe it was a purchase, like that piece of art or that shinny new car. How do you 
go about acquiring it? Will you beg, borrow, or steal? Will you save up, research, 
and prepare, or will you purchase it instantaneously on your credit card?  
 
Maybe you’ve achieved that thing or purchased that item. Maybe you haven’t. 
Ultimately, it doesn’t matter. But each of you recognizes some thing that you had to 
have.  
 
In our parables today, two simple stories from the words of Jesus remind us of that 
kind of wanting.  
 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he 
hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.  
 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he 
found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.”  
 
I like the first one best. “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.” 
Did you ever have a treasure map, real or imagined? Did you ever go looking for it? 
What about finding ‘treasure’ by accident? It reminds me of a story, my neighbours 
holiday home on our estate was visited by the grandparents, however, before they 
left to go home the grandfather, would leave a treasure map on the kitchen table for 
his three young grandchildren to find when they arrived on holiday. Once they had 
followed all the clues they would find their pocket money he had left for their 
holiday, you should have seen the look on their faces when they got to the end and 
found the money.  
 
I remember another time when my 10year old youngest son was walking home 
from school one Friday afternoon, he found a wallet lying in the street, looking 
around and finding no one he brought it home. Inside the wallet was no address or 
credit cards, just a packet containing a week’s salary approximately £150. We went 



to were he had found it and started knocking on doors until we found the person 
who had lost it. But finding £150 to a 10year old? That was AWESOME!  
 
So, here in Jesus’ story, there’s treasure found hidden in a field. It doesn’t matter 
who put it there, but someone finds it unexpectedly, and recognizes that what he 
has found is so spectacular that he has to have it. So he reburies it, goes home and 
sells everything so that he can go back and buy the land.  
 
This isn’t bargain shopping, but the ‘finder’ in our story knows that everything he 
owns pales in comparison with the treasure. He knows that what he is gaining is 
immensely more important, and leaving everything behind is hardly a cost.  
 
That treasure, says Jesus, is the kingdom of heaven. Not salvation, which the Jews 
don’t understand, and not faith in Jesus, because Jesus hasn’t died on the cross and 
risen again. No, Jesus says that participation in God’s plan is what’s best for 
humanity.  
 
Doing God’s work is such a tremendous gift, says Jesus, that a person would sell 
everything that they had to participate. But can we possibly fathom the goodness of 
the work that lies before us if we work to make God’s kingdom come on earth? Are 
we so fully invested? Are we willing to sell all and sell out for the glory of God?  
 
Every once and a while, I get asked, “so why are you a lay reader?” It’s usually 
followed with a shaking of the head, and a comment or two about how I can’t make 
much money, when I tell them that I don’t get paid they say “why would anyone 
want to do that?” 
 
The truth is that I’ve known for years, all through my working life that God had 
something else in mind for me. Some of you take joy in teaching a kid how to do a 
math problem for the first time or how to cook something. I love to hear a kid or 
adult explain how they heard a story again but understood it for the first time, or 
how something about God’s love through Jesus unlocked something in their heart.   
 
I love it when we work through a situation here in church, when we find a way to 
make a difference in the community, when we go out and serve. And I recognize 
that piece of the treasure I’ve found, God working through me, is in fact priceless. 
And I can’t imagine doing anything else.  
 
But I don’t think the treasure is just for me or Jeremy, just for those who everyone 
else thinks is “in.” I think the treasure buried in the field is for everyone. I think 
we’re supposed to share it, no looking back. Like the disciples leaving their nets to 
follow Jesus, and like Paul turning from Christian-killing to Christian-who-saved.  
 



See, the parable of the buried treasure is about recognizing the piece of the kingdom 
that’s yours to hold and to share and to grow, and recognizing that without it, 
there’s just nothing that compares. What is that for you? Have you found it? Have 
you recognized that God loves you enough that he sent his son to live your life? 
Have you recognized that Jesus put his Godhead to the side so that he could really 
see what life was like for us? That Jesus suffered and bled and lived and loved with 
us, that God wanted us to know that he was and is here? Have you recognized that 
the relationships that God had with humanity in the Garden of Eden were the way 
God always wanted it to be, and that God worked through Jesus so that one day it 
would be again?  
 
That all of the bad stuff, all of the crime, the suffering, the sickness, and the death 
that drags us down, that the kingdom of God is about the fact that one day all that 
would be wiped away? That the buried treasure is the hope and the promise of that 
time?  
 
That all of us here have been told that and it’s up to us to share it and make it so?  
No pressure, right?  
 
Are we seeking those opportunities for buried treasure, recognizing it when we find 
it, and holding onto it with great joy?  
 
Amen. 
  



            
 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  



    
 

       Whit Sunday we were joined 

       by some visitors from the U.K. 

       Of course, we had to demonstrate 

       Christian and Cypriot hospitality. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

A Degree Congregation for the award of Bachelors of 
Theology Degree to Reverend Christine Goldsmith and 
Reverend Geoff Graham held on Monday 11th June 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
  



 
What is a Deacon? 

 

The Anglican Church, together with the Roman Catholic Church and the 
Orthodox Churches maintain the three orders of sacred (ordained) ministry 
that have existed from earliest times: bishops, priests and deacons. A 
bishop (episkopos) is an overseer in charge of a group of parishes called a 
diocese. A priest (presbuteros / presbyter / elder) is normally the chief 
minister of a parish. A deacon (diaconos / servant) is the lowest 'rank' of 
ordained minister whose role is to assist the 
priest or bishop when present.  
 
The Common Worship Ordination Service for a 
deacon describes the role so:  
"Deacons are called to work with the Bishop and 
the priests with whom they serve as heralds of 
Christ’s kingdom . . . [They] share in the 
pastoral ministry of the Church and in leading 
God’s people in worship. They preach the word 
and bring the needs of the world before the 
Church in intercession. They accompany those 
searching for faith and bring them to baptism. 
They assist in administering the sacraments; 
they distribute communion and minister to the 
sick and housebound."  
 
There are two sorts of deacon - transitory and permanent: 
The transitory deacon is the most common. After training for ordination a 
candidate will be ordained deacon and serve a probationary year as an 
assistant minister in a parish. The title 'curate' will often be used, but to be 
correct it should be 'assistant curate' Properly the 'curate' is the minister 
with 'cure of souls' (under the bishop) - the Rector, Vicar, or in our case the 
Dean. While still a deacon the curate may not preside at the Eucharist, but 
has an important supporting role. A deacon does not normally baptise or 
solemnise marriages. After the probationary year the deacon should be 
ordained priest, and these limitations cease, though the role of 'assistant 
curate' remains until the relatively new priest is given a parish or 'cure' as a 
priest-in-charge, Rector or Vicar.  
 
Some deacons choose to stay deacons, or are not offered ordination to the 
priesthood. They are 'permanent deacons'. This appointment is common in 
the Roman Catholic Church because a deacon may marry but a Roman 
Catholic Priest may not.  
 
 
 



The Anglican Church used to have deaconesses. They were not female 
deacons, but lay ministers, pastoral assistants like lay readers. A few 
deaconesses remain, though many were ordained as soon as the rules 
allowed. The Lutheran Church continues to appoint deaconesses to assist 
the pastor.  
 
In ancient times the role of the deacon was much more differentiated. The 
bishops and priests were the preachers, teachers and principal leaders of 
worship. The deacons had a distinctive role as assistants in worship; but 
they were also the business managers, especially of the charity work with 
the poor and needy. The senior deacon of the diocese was called the 
archdeacon, and his role was so critical he would sometimes be promoted 
bishop in preference to any of the priests. In the Anglican Church today the 
Archdeacon is a senior priest, the bishop's executive officer, and not a 
deacon at all. He should really be called "Archpriest' - a term used in 
Orthodoxy for a senior priest. In the Orthodox Church the Archdeacon is a 
deacon - he is the bishop's assistant and bag carrier - bishop's chaplain, we 
would say.  
 
So the title and role of deacon is ancient and important, even if it was and is 
the lowest grade of ordained minister. In church the deacon wears the 
coloured stole as a sash over the left shoulder, so to be differentiated from 
bishops and priests who wear the stole over both shoulders. It should be 
noted that a bishop is still a deacon, and a priest is still a deacon. 
Sometimes a priest or even bishop will dress as a deacon, and perform the 
deacon's role as 'servant' in the liturgy. A useful reminder that even an 
Archbishop is just a servant of God, and of his people. 
 

Canon Brian Elliot 
 

 
 
 
 

Who is the Deacon?  
An introduction to Justin and the Arnott family. 

 
Who are you and where do you come from? - I'm the youngest from a family 
of three, born and brought up in South Africa. My father was a merchant 
banker before he trained for ordination, so my earliest memories are of 
when and where he was training for ordination. My mother has been a 
teacher her entire career, being the first woman in the family to get a 
degree. She continued to increase her qualification so that she ended up 
specializing in teaching children with learning disabilities.  
 
 



 
What have you done before joining the church? - I worked for Thomson 
Reuters (previously Reuters) in various departments, starting in technical 
installations, help desk, data/content, then back onto the help desk. My 
career moved me from South African to Dubai and finally to Cyprus. I was 
the manager of the functionality and content team based in Cyprus before 
becoming a Customer Support functionality specialist involved in various 
projects across the global organisation.  
 
How you came to be training for the priesthood? - From a young age I felt a 
calling to ordained priesthood, indeed I warned Michelle before we were 
married that this might be our life. It was through the Alpha course, which 
Michelle and I became involved in, which triggered me to go to my Bishop 
and express my sense of vocation. I was encouraged to study and develop 
my role within the Anglican church. At the time I was attending more 
Roman Catholic services as Michelle was Roman Catholic then. My studies 
continued and I was licensed as a Lay Minister in the late 1990’s and then 
the license to preach was added as my studies progressed. All of this was 
taking place while working full time and starting a young family. Through 
work I was transferred to Dubai, UAE and my studies faltered. It was only 
after another relocation to Cyprus that I felt moved to continue exploring 
my sense of vocation. After being accepted for training by the Diocese of 
Cyprus and the Gulf my job at Thomson Reuters was made redundant and I 
found myself out of work. Just as I was beginning to look for another job 
the church offered me the position as Lay Student Chaplain based in 
Famagusta where I was until going to Wales as part of my training program.  
 
What about your family? - Michelle and I have four children, three born in 
South Africa, while Ethan our last was born in Dubai. Each time we have 
relocated country we have done so with a new baby. Moving around has 
happened even within Cyprus, as we have changed houses a few times. 
"Home" has come to mean where we sleep, Hannah, Sarah, Abigail and 
Ethan have become 'church mice', echoing some of my own upbringing as 
the son of a priest. The people of St Paul’s might be more familiar with them 
as they remained at St Paul’s while I was at St Mark’s in Famagusta.  
 
What you like to do in your spare time? - I like to read. The larger the novel 
the better, my favorite authors are Stephen King and Tom Clancy from that 
point of view. I do enjoy most documentaries, learning about lands, cultures 
and people; current and past.  
 
  



Prayer Requests 

 

Those for whom we regulary pray: 
Marie Hadjipavlou, Signe Johansen and family, Poul Johansen, Matthew 
Kallonas, Mette Schmidt, Paddy and Pauline Feeney, Katherine Lee 
Butler, Ryan, Thanos, Bernadette, 
Andrew Storer, Yolanda, Samuel 
Simpson, Alexa Opdyke, Barrett Drye, 
Marcos, Nick Adams, Shaun, Rev’d 
Fr. Antonios Atiya, Len Rodgers, Evi 
Michaelides, Joyce, Cole Atkins, 
George, Raymond Panay, Yiannis, 
Christine Evangelou, Paul & Lisa 
Jensen Hengstler, Kevin, Andreas 
Papapavlou, Barry Hall, Nassim Salib, 
Samir Gabriel, Andrew and Alexandra,  
Martin Clarke, Brian Doble, Nathan, 
Mike Richardson, Carol Scott, Martin 
Mina, Jimmy Kamparos, Teresa & 
Alberto Chinacalle, Margot Slutsky, 
Yiota Iacovidou, Olga Simylli, Tim 
Lewis, Tony Kallas, Antonis, Alfredo 
Stelling-Croquer, Claire Trepass, 
Petros Demetriades, Mary Stephanou, 
Xenia, Jackie Ascott, Peter Ives, Edna 
Doble, Sue Holdsworth, Zelda 
Montgomery, Rev’d Robin Brookes, 
Eleni Z, Leonora Judah, Nicholas, 
David Gilbert Brewin and his wife Barbara, Kristia Georghiou, Sotiris 
Georghiou, Sheila Maker, Alexander Creighton, Brendan Opdyke, 
 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 

St. Christopher’s Cathedral, Bahrain, and Dean Christopher Butt 
St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Thika, and Provost Joseph 

 
  



125
th

 Anniversary of St Paul’s  

Anglican Cathedral, Nicosia 

Sat 6 Oct 16:00 Piano Recital 
Sat 6 Oct 16:45 Reception 
Sat 6 Oct 18:45 Songs of Praise 
Sun 7 Oct 10:00 Sung Eucharist (with NIC) 
Sun 7 Oct 12:00 Tea, coffee, wine & light snacks  
Sun 7 Oct 15:00 Choral Evensong with Bishop Michael and dedication 

of new stained glass window 
Sun 7 Oct 17:00 Cakes, tea & coffee, wine in Deanery 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
St George’s Troodos services every Sunday at 16:00.  Last service will be 
Sunday 30 September. 
 
 
 
Other Dates for your Diary 
 
Sunday 30 Sep Traditional Harvest lunch in 

the Cathedral Hall 
Monday 1 Oct 18:00 Monthly Supper in the 

Cathedral Hall 
Saturday & Sunday, 6 & 7 October 125 

Anniversary events, see above 
Monday 8 Oct 10:30 Cyprus Clergy Meeting 
Monday 8 Oct 16:30 St Raphael Healing Service 
Tuesday 9 Oct 10:30 Meeting of the Community of Cyprus Treasurers 
Tuesday 9 Oct 14:00 Cyprus Forum meeting at Lordos Beach Hotel 

Larnaca 
Wednesday 10 Oct Standing Committee / Finance meeting 
Sunday 14 Oct 09:30 Service with the Inter Communion Anglican 

Orthodox Dialogue, lead by Bishop Michael 
Friday 19 Oct 19:30 Quiz Night, entrance fee €10.00 
Thursday 25 Oct 19:30 Whist Drive, entrance fee €5.00 
Saturday 27 Oct 11:30 - 15:30 Car Boot sale 
 
 



                  
 
 
 
Wednesday 31 Oct 10:30 All Souls Requiem Service 
Wednesday 31 Oct 11:00-19:00 CLC Book Fair 
Monday 5 Nov 16:30 St Raphael Healing Service 
Monday 5 Nov 18:00 Monthly Supper in the Cathedral Hall 
Sunday 11 Nov 9:30 Remembrance Sunday 
Friday 16 Nov 19:00 Rock Musical 
Thursday 22 Nov 19:30 Whist Drive, entrance fee €5.00 
Saturday 24 Nov 10:00-15:00 St Paul’s Christmas Fair 
Friday 30 Nov 19:30 Christmas extravaganza 
Saturday 1 Dec 15:00 St Georges 9 Lessons and Carols at St George’s 

Troodos 
Monday 3 Dec 16:30 St Raphael Healing Service 
Monday 3 Dec 18:00 Monthly Supper in the Cathedral Hall 
Monday 10 Dec 11:00 - 13:00 Brexit talk with the British High 

Commission 
Monday 10 Dec Shoe Box deadline 
Friday 14 Dec 19:30 Christmas Dinner 
Sunday 16 Dec 18:00 9 Lessons and Carols at St Paul's 
 
 

 
 
 

  



REGULAR ACTIVITIES OF OR AT THE CHURCH  

DURING THE WEEK 

 
SUNDAY 
15:00-17:00 Sunday Nicosia Jesus Church  
    (First and last Sunday of each month) 
Joint venture with St Paul’s Cathedral  Dean Jeremy 22 677897 
19:30-21:00 AA      Janet  99 025925 
 
MONDAY 
16:30 St. Raphael Healing Service 1st Monday of each month,  

Dean Jeremy 22 677897 
16:00-18:00 Counselling/Psychotherapy Sessions 
          Sue Lartides  99 622504  
   
TUESDAY 
19:30 Bible Study     Jeanne/Nigel  22 334090 
 
WEDNESDAY 
09:30-11:30 Babies and Toddlers Group Vipar   99 894042 
11:00-13:00 Counselling/Psychotherapy Sessions 
          Sue Lartides 99 622504 
15:00-18:00 Rainbows, Brownies, Guides  Donna Koulinos 99 623740 
19:30-21:00      AA      Janet  99 025925 
 
THURSDAY 
18:00-19:30 Choir Practice    Valerie Fidelia 99 805332 
 
FRIDAY 
10:00    ‘Women of Worth’ Bible Study Group Linda Vrahimis 99 870654 
15:30-17:45 Children’s French classes    Natalie Ioannides  99 425125 
    
SATURDAY 
10:00-12:00 Thrift Shop   Agnete Cleave  99 823785 
                       Book Shop   Maria Evangelou  99 635660 
 


