
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
The Editorial Team wishes our readers a Very Happy 2019 

 
 

 

Winter 2018-2019 

 
Friends gather at All Hallows - August 
 

 
Archdeacon Bill and Revd Jon Chesworth at 
All Hallows - August 
 

 
Celebration of Yazidi Culture in Baghdad 
 
 

 
Friends gathering in York – October 
 

30th Anniversary of Revd Ian’s Priesting 
 

 
Bishop Michael with Kimberley, Sharon and 
Lynda at St. Andrew’s, Kyrenia 
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From the Chair Revd Ian Calder: 
The Friends Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) was held on 30th July 2018 at All 
Hallows by the Tower. 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Well I have survived a year, and it has been 
quite an active year with some joys as well as 
some sadness, like most years I suppose. 
 

In October 2017 we had 
our northern meeting, 
which again took place in 
York, organised by Ron 
Maitland.  Around 20 of us 
met up at the Bar Convent 
for a natter and 
refreshments before the 
Eucharist in their beautiful 

chapel led by Bishop Clive. We then enjoyed 
each other’s company over lunch in the 
Convent Café before doing a short tour and 
then finishing up with tea together in a nearby 
café before dispersing. It was very good to 
meet old friends and to make new ones, 
thank you Ron for organising a good day. 
 
In February this year I was privileged to 
attend the Diocesan Synod in Larnaca. For 
me the most interesting feature is to hear 
about the extraordinary things that are going 
on around this remarkable Diocese and to 
meet up with quite a number of people I have 
met and worked with in Cyprus and across 
the Gulf. We were able to distribute another 
Olive Branch and to continue to encourage 
people across the Diocese to link in with the 
Friends, especially if they were returning to 
the U.K.  Of course, many across the 
Diocese return to other countries after a stint 
in Cyprus or the Gulf and maybe we ought to 
explore ways of helping to set up other 
groups of Friends in other parts of the world 
for support and fellowship? 
 
Our annual three-day meeting again took 
place at Launde Abbey in April. Launde is a 
well-appointed Retreat House in a beautiful 
part of Leicestershire. It was very good to 
have Archdeacon Christopher Futcher with 
us as a guest speaker and to have Bishop 
Michael and Julia to inspire us with what is 
happening across the Diocese and to lead us 
in worship and Bible study. It is a very 
stimulating time as well as spiritually 

refreshing and I do commend it to all the 
Friends. 
 
Over the year I have also been involved a 
little with the work of the Foundation and 
been invited to attend their meetings. There 
have been moves to consider combining the 
Foundation with the Friends to have one 
organisation with the common aim of 
supporting the Diocese in whatever way it 
can. Due to other pressures the paper I wrote 
on this has been shelved for the moment, but 
I believe it is good that we are working more 
closely together and that the skills and God-
given gifts that we have across both 
organisations can be used to further the work 
of the Diocese. 
 
Looking further ahead, alongside the York 
Day and Launde Abbey, Archdeacon 
Christopher has planned for a day in Exeter 
on the 23rd November 2018.  As York is 
accessible for those Friends living in the 
North, so Exeter is easy to get to by Friends 
living in the South, being on a main train line 
and close to the M5. I am sure this will be 
another good day and, given our links with 
the Diocese of Exeter, another opportunity for 
people to meet together and to spread the 
good news of what the Anglican Church is 
doing in Cyprus and the Gulf. 
 
We have had four committee meetings during 
the year and I am grateful to all the 
committee for their work and support over the 
year. There is always laughter as well as 
work, and that is good. I would like to express 
my thanks particularly to Sally Milner, our 
secretary who organises the events and who 
keeps me in order, also to John Ablett who 
looks after the accounts and to Ron Maitland 
who does sterling work with the York Day and 
producing the Olive Branch. 
 
During the year we were sad to hear of the 
deaths of Betty Moore and Val Taylor and our 
condolences go out to Bishop Harry and to 
Derek, as well as their families. May they rest 
in peace and rise in glory. 
 
Finally, as I have intimated above, I think it 
would be worthwhile looking at how the 
Friends might grow on a more international 
scale as well as combining our talents with 
the Foundation to support the ongoing work 
of the Diocese. That may mean being clearer 
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on what supporting the Diocese exactly 
means, whether support is about finance, or 
about developing links with those who 
minister in Cyprus and the Gulf, or providing 
fellowship for those who have had close links 
with the Diocese in the past, or being a 
support for Bishop Michael or even being 
more structured in supporting the Diocese 
through prayer; maybe it would be worth 
looking more closely at some or all of these 
things over the coming year. I would welcome 
any suggestions from the Friends, either at 
this Annual Meeting, or at any time, on how 
you think we may be able to support the 
Diocese in its ongoing ministry and mission. 
 
Ian Calder  -  30th July 2018. 
___________________________________ 
 
Pre Synod 2019 Update From the Chair. 
 
Since the last Olive Branch (Summer 2018), 
we have had our Annual Meeting at All 
Hallows by the Tower, hosted rather 
remarkably by the Venerable Bill Schwartz 
who was spending a month with Edie, helping 
All Hallows during their vacancy.  
 

 
Archdeacon Bill and Edie in London 
 

 
Friends arriving for the AGM 

 
Friends arriving for the AGM 
 
It was good to catch up with a number of 
people linked to the Diocese, good to worship 
together as well as hearing from Bishop 
Michael about the amazing things that are 
happening across this remarkable area, both 
connected with Church and with the wider 
community.  
 

 
Receiving Communion 
 
We were most grateful for the lunch which 
was laid on and for the kindness of those at 
All Hallows who looked after us so well. 
 

 
Chatting with Bishop Michael at All Hallows 
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Later in October, 22 of us met up at York for 
the day, spending the morning and lunch at 
the Bar Convent on Blossom Street; another 
occasion of meeting and worship and 
catching up with old friends as well as making 
new ones. In the afternoon we went to York 
Minster and were given a fascinating guide to 
the restoration of the East Window. Our guide 
had worked on the window and was full of 
infectious enthusiasm for the window and the 
work that had been done on it. Most of us 
finished the day in a nearby café with tea and 
cake of one sort or another! It was another 
excellent day and thanks must go to Ron and 
Beatrice Maitland who organised the whole 
event. 
 

 
Friends gathering in York 
 
November saw me attending a meeting of the 
Foundation in London as an observer. At the 
moment there is no particular desire for any 
formal uniting of the Friends and the 
Foundation, but it was good to share in their 
deliberations and offer whatever help we 
might be able to give. One of the main drives 
for the Diocese is to try and raise sufficient 
capital to ensure the continued and smooth 
running of the Diocese and all that it does. It 
became clear that some professional help will 
be needed and looking for Charitable Trusts 
and Business Foundations will be the way 
forward.  
 
I am sure that if any of our readers have 
some expertise in this area of major fund-
raising and could offer to help the Diocese in 
this endeavour, it would be most gratefully 
received.  
 
Editor’s Note: If you believe you have the 
necessary experience to lead the fund-raising 
activity, please contact me, Olive Branch 
Editor on olivebranch@cypgulf.org 
 

 
The new gathering in Exeter 
 
I write this report at the beginning of Advent, 
a time of hope and of looking forward. Our 
world seems to need hope more than ever as 
well as increasing tolerance and a vision of a 
better future. May the Incarnation of our Lord 
fill us with hope and encourage us all to live 
lives of faith and love. 
 
Ian Calder 
____________________________________ 
 
Dates for your diary in 2019 
 
Please make a particular note of the three-
day meeting at Launde Abbey May 20th – 
May 22nd and the Annual Meeting in London 
on Monday August 5th, not forgetting the 
York Day on October 16th – watch this space 
for a date for another day in Exeter. 
 
Editor’s Note: Should you wish to attend, the 
details and application form are available on 
the Diocesan website at; 
http://cypgulf.org/association-friends-spring-
gathering 
 
Alternatively, for an electronic copy of the 
application form, please email Sally Milner 
at friends@cypgulf.org 
____________________________________ 
 
An Anniversary of Ordination. 
 
Attending the AGM at All Hallows this year 
was Revd Jon Chesworth and his wife Jan. 
 
Archdeacon Bill Schwartz and Revd Jon 
Chesworth were ordained together to the 
Priesthood 25 years ago at All Hallows on 
2nd August 1993. 
 
Jon was an agriculturalist working at the 
university in Muscat back in the day, and he 
studied for ordination through the distance-

mailto:friends@cypgulf.org
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learning route with the Dioceses of Bath and 
Wells that Bishop John Brown created - as 
did Bill.  
 
Jon was ordained to the diaconate on 2nd  
October 1992, at the Church of The Good 
Shepherd, Ghala, Oman. Bill was ordained 
deacon at St Helena’s in Larnaca (during 
synod) on 16th February 1993. Unfortunately, 
Jon’s job suffered the fate of a cost-cutting 
measure at the university about a year later 
so he didn’t continue in the diocese, but took 
a parish in UK.  
 

 
Archdeacon Bill and Revd Jon Chesworth 
____________________________________ 
 
Congratulations to our Chairman Revd Ian 
Calder. 
 
Earlier this year, Revd Ian marked his 30th 
Anniversary in the Priesthood. The following 
picture is of Ian, his wife Penny and friends 
from different places in Ian’s ministry (also 
pictured are Bob and Jean Wickens from 
Paphos!). The occasion was celebrated in the 
Lady Chapel in Gloucester Cathedral just 
after the midday Eucharist on the 30th 
anniversary of his priesting. 
 

 
30th Anniversary of Revd Ian’s Priesting 
 
Penny Calder. 
____________________________________ 

Bishop Michael’s address at the Friends 
AGM and Diocesan Eucharist. 
 
Very shortly after this occasion last year Julia 
and I were at our daughter’s wedding:  to a 
Michael, son of Michael, at St Michael’s, and 
indeed by a Michael.  Most satisfying. 
 
The past twelve months, my eleventh year in 
office, have seen more than a few alarms, 
political and ecclesiastical, as well as the 
perennial conundrums.  I’d still rather be 
nowhere else, though. 
 
A particular joy has been the continuing line of 
ordinations.  In the second half of 2017 Harry 
Ching became a priest, continuing to serve 
especially at Jebel Ali, and Charlie Lloyd-
Evans a deacon, starting her curacy in Abu 
Dhabi.  Early in the new year I ordained Zhu 
Peijin to the priesthood at St Paul Ahmadi in 
Kuwait and she’s here today.  In April I 
deaconed Navina Thompson;   she’s now 
serving at Famagusta.  Most recently, three 
weeks ago, a pair who had both been 
Readers received the diaconate together:  
Justin Arnott, to serve at St Paul’s Cathedral 
Nicosia, and Peter Day, whose ministry 
continues to be mainly at St John the 
Evangelist Deryneia but also across the whole 
of the parish of Ammochostos.  
 
Ordained ministry, whether stipendiary or non-
stipendiary, is for the building-up of the whole 
Body of Christ, and we should rightly also 
rejoice in all our Readers and in the many 
baptised lay people who respond to God’s call 
to use their talents and their time for the 
common good. 
 
For Christians learning should never stop.  
Courses such as Exploring Faith are not 
exclusively for those on a path to public 
ministry and I’m pleased to see the growing 
appetite for both accredited and informal study 
in many parts of the Diocese; and also for 
prayer and spiritual deepening, encouraged by 
the network known as the Barnabas Team. 
 
Looking around both archdeaconries I see 
most chaplaincies and parishes flourishing.  I 
believe they flourish best when, in a traditional 
Anglican way, they interest and involve 
themselves in the whole community, society, 
and nation in which they’re set and regularly 
hold it in prayer. 
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Bahrain has benefited enormously from the 
ministry of its Dean, Chris Butt, and his wife 
Tricia, a Reader.  During 2019 Chris will retire.  
I know that the team he has built is strong and 
that St. Christopher’s Cathedral in Manama 
will carry on serving the wider kingdom as well 
as its churchgoing congregations, which 
worship in both English and Tamil.   
 
Kuwait, led by Canon Michael Mbona, is 
preparing to celebrate the seventieth 
anniversary of St Paul Ahmadi in November.  
Mandarin-language liturgy and ministry 
continues to be a special feature. 
 
Qatar, where Fr Paul Davies is parish priest, 
currently offers worship in Marathi, Tamil, and 
Igbo as well as English.  Sadly and very 
inconveniently the blockade on the nation by 
several neighbouring states remains. 
 
Abu Dhabi like Kuwait is getting ready to 
celebrate an anniversary, in its case the 
fiftieth, in October.  Canon Andy Thompson 
and his people are also concerned to make 
progress on the building of what will be All 
Saints Musaffah and to erect new church 
premises for St Thomas Al ‘Ain. 
 
The chaplaincy of Dubai with Sharjah and the 
Northern Emirates consists of six places of 
worship, three in the Emirate of Dubai itself, 
one in Sharjah, one in Ras al Khaimah, and 
one in Fujairah.  The newest of its parish 
clergy is Fr Kent Middleton, previously 
assistant curate in Nicosia, now serving the 
last two of those congregations.  His clerical 
colleagues include Tim Heaney, Harrison 
Chinnakumar who is present today, and Jon 
Lavelle, as well as Harry Ching the curate. In 
the midst of much to celebrate, this 
chaplaincy’s movement of both regular and 
particular money to other parts of the Diocese 
has been agonisingly delayed over a 
protracted period for a variety of reasons, and 
at the time of writing the very serious threat to 
diocesan finances remains. 
 
As for Oman, I am actively assessing possible 
different ways forward in a situation where, 
year after year, I have been obliged to record 
grave disappointment with the local church 
council’s understanding of its relationship with 
us and with the founding partners, the 
Reformed Church in America; also, of the 

ministry and authority of the priests and 
pastors they ask us to appoint. 
 
Moving to the kingdom to Oman’s north-west, 
much has been made of certain 
developments, pronouncements, and high-
level promises of change, but as far as easing 
constraints on Christian life and presence I 
see nothing substantial at all so far. 
 
In the Yemen, strife of the most destructive 
sort continues more or less unabated.  The 
murder of the former President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh by his temporary Houthi allies changed 
little.  Nor has much altered in the relentless 
military campaign by the UAE and its regional 
allies, despite an assault on the Houthis’ port 
of Hodeidah which at the time of writing has 
stalled.  But Christ Church Aden stands and its 
clinic is open and fully operative. 
 
Finally in the Archdeaconry of the Gulf the 
three-storey building of the School of the 
Redeemer at St George Baghdad is more or 
less finished and should be open soon, a 
tribute to the imagination and drive of Fr Faiz 
Jerjes, the parish priest. 
 
In Cyprus, Limassol now has a new 
incumbent, Canon Andrew Mayes, who has 
long connections with St George’s College in 
Jerusalem.  He is also our diocesan spirituality 
adviser. The congregations of both St 
Barnabas and St Lazarus are in good heart. 
 
So too are those of the parish of Paphos, at 
Kato Paphos, Tala, and Prodromi near Polis. 
The Reverend Andrew Burtt is ably supported 
by Canon Anthony Stidolph. 
 
Nicosia under Dean Jeremy Crocker has 
hosted several archidiaconal and diocesan 
events including a Visitation, an academic 
graduation, and ordinations.  It also oversees 
the provision of worship at St George in the 
Forest high up in the Troodos mountains. 
 
At Larnaca the church shop, popular with 
locals as well as migrant residents, has been 
extended, and inside St Helena’s the lavatory 
and vestry are about to be enlarged.  
Archdeacon John Holdsworth continues to 
balance multiple responsibilities. 
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The parish of Ammochostos offers services at 
Famagusta, Deryneia, and Ayia Napa.  Fr 
Martin Phillips-Last leads a talented team. 
 
Lastly on the island, I will soon, in 
collaboration with the wardens and council of 
Kyrenia, be looking for a new incumbent.  
Those who worship at St Andrew’s are proud 
of their present openness and diversity. 
 
Annual reports by me on this occasion are 
inevitably selective.  I could add mention of - 
to pick at random - a profoundly moving Holy 
Week in Iraq; the steady development of 
serious ecumenical and interfaith work, based 
on Abu Dhabi and Oman respectively; and the 
installation of six new canons, three at each of 
our two cathedrals.  It was gratifying to have 
sizeable audiences in Cambridge when I gave 
a public lecture and visited two of the 
theological colleges, and also, back in Cyprus, 
to spend time with Commander, British 
Forces.  In Jerusalem I preached at the 
cathedral at the start of a contentious and 
controversial gathering of conservative-
minded Anglican bishops and others.  In 
Constantinople I was part of an official 
meeting with Bartholomew, the Orthodox 
Ecumenical Patriarch.  And of course 
diocesan synod in February was as rich and 
full as ever.  Finally, a few weeks ago I 
marked forty years since my own ordination;  
and this last week has seen a three-way 
diocesan links gathering in Exeter for a small 
group of us from Cyprus and the Gulf as well 
as from Thika in Kenya and from Exeter itself. 
 
Thanks to All Hallows, and above all on this 
occasion, among several thoroughly 
supportive bodies that have the welfare of our 
Diocese at heart, to you the Friends.  I warmly 
commend the annual residential few days at 
Launde Abbey as an altogether refreshing and 
stimulating gathering and I hope I shall see 
many of you there in later May next year. 
 
+ Michael Cyprus & the Gulf 
____________________________________ 
 
The Friends Northern Gathering  
17th October 2018 
 
The Northern Gathering of the Friends was 
held in the lovely venue of the Bar Convent in 
York.  The day’s activity began with meet and 
greet and coffee, followed by a Eucharist 

Service, then lunch and finishing with a visit 
to York Minster to see the restored East 
Window. 
 
Our numbers continue to grow with 22 
Friends attending our 2018 gathering, and it 
was a joy to welcome those attending our 
gathering for the first time. For the Eucharist, 
our thanks go to Archdeacon Ian Young for 
leading, to Bishop Clive for preaching and 
Mary Wilkinson for producing lovely music. 
Also thanks go to the Bible readers. 
 
A retiring collection was taken in aid of the 
work of the Convent, this year you most 
generously donated £100.    
 
Following the service we enjoyed a most 
delicious lunch, and a lovely time of 
fellowship and chatter together.   
 

 
Lunch & fellowship after Eucharist 
 

 
Lunch continues.. 
  
For the afternoon activity, we took the 
relatively short walk to York Minster and were 
met by our guide. Fortunately the weather 
was kind to us, that is not raining. 
 
The Great East Window of the Minster has 
undergone 10 years restoration and was 
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completed this year. Our charming guide 
described the extent of the work and 
highlighted areas of particular interest. 
 
The events of the day concluded with 
coffee/tea across the road from the Minster.  
 

 
Tea/Coffee and scones 
 

 
Our Chairman likes cream scones 
 
Our thanks to all attendees and we look 
forward to seeing you all again in 2019. 
 
God’s Blessings to you all 
 
Ron & Bernice Maitland 
____________________________________ 
 
News from St Christopher’s, Bahrain: 
 
Intercultural Ethics 
 
Professor David Misselbrook, Associate 
Professor of Family Medicine at the Royal 
College of Surgeons in Ireland, was the latest 
speaker at the St Christopher's Cathedral 
Living Room Dialogue on Sunday 14th 
October.  
 

 
Professor David Misselbrook presenting 
 
He spoke on the subject of Intercultural 
Ethics, reviewing the history of medical ethics 
in both the West and Islam and reflecting on 
the common principles underlying ethical 
decisions. 
 

 
Professor David Misselbrook presenting 
 
Professor Misselbrook recently gave the John 
Locke 2018 Lecture at The Society of 
Apothecaries in London, which has a 400 
year-old history, and is now a postgraduate 
medical education institution. The title of his 
lecture was Arabian Knots: Tales of moral 
misunderstandings from East and 
West, focussing on intercultural ethics. 
 
Chris Butt 
____________________________________ 
 
Katherine Lyddon, Children’s Work 
Adviser, visits Bahrain in the Gulf. 
 
From the 13th to 19th September 2018, St 
Christopher’s Cathedral hosted the Diocese 
of Exeter Children’s Work Adviser, Katherine 
Lyddon, at the beginning of the school year. 
Katherine has trained as a Primary teacher 
and, as well as working throughout the 
County of Devon in the United Kingdom as 
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an adviser to churches in her present role, 
she has also taught in Uganda. 
 
She arrived in Bahrain on Thursday morning 
and in the evening there was a meal in a 
local Indian restaurant, which gave Katherine 
an informal opportunity to meet the Friday 
Club team individually as she moved around 
the table between courses. 
 

 
Katherine meets the team over a meal 
 
On Friday morning she spent time with the 
Friday Club children and young people, on 
what was their first session of the new school 
year, telling the story of creation. 
 
On Friday evening she led the team in some 
retreat time and then moved on to exploring 
our vision and encouraged team-building, 
drawing in those who were new to the Friday 
Club team. 
 

 
Katherine leads an interactive training 
session 
 
On Saturday from 10am till 3pm she led a 
workshop, inspiring, encouraging and 
resourcing the Cathedral’s growing Friday 
Club team of volunteers. Sessions included 
subjects such as children and young people 
as key members of the church community, 
child development, different learning styles, 

providing a safe environment, and exploring 
varieties of ways in which faith grows. 
 

Katherine demonstrates telling a story, 
building up a picture with felt 
 
She also led a session Growing a family of 
faith on Monday morning, 17th September, in 
the home of one of the Cathedral members 
as well as telling a Bible story to the young 
children present. 
 
Tuesday gave an opportunity to explore a 
little of Bahrain’s history and continuing rich 
culture with visits to the Bahrain Fort with its 
fine archaeological museum and the Craft 
Centre near the Cathedral. 
 

 
Tricia Butt and Katherine Lyddon at the 
Bahrain Fort 
 
It was wonderful having Katherine with us 
and an inspiration to our Friday Club leaders. 
We are grateful to the Diocese of Exeter for 
releasing her for these two weeks, both here 
in Bahrain and moving on for a week in Abu 
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Dhabi, and believe such purposeful visits are 
a very significant way of expressing our 
partnership. 
___________________________________ 
 
Bahrain Diocesan Forum on the 
Constitution. 
 
It was good to welcome Bishop Michael and 
a senior management team from the Diocese 
– Executive Archdeacon John Holdsworth, 
Honorary Finance Officer John Banfield and 
Dr Helen Perry from the diocesan Office at 
the start of a tour of forums on the diocesan 
constitution. 
 

 
Forum commences discussion 
 
We had three representatives including two 
priests from the Canterbury group and there 
were twenty Cathedral members, both from 
the Bahrain Anglican Church Council and 
those who were interested from the 
congregation. 
 

 
A meal together following the meeting 
 
An excellent three-course meal in the British 
Club, served very efficiently, was followed by 
a meeting in what was the Exercise room, all 
sitting round a large table. 
 
Bishop Michael outlined the key Anglican 
fundamentals underlining the constitution and 
Archdeacon John followed it up by outlining 

the lengthy process that the revision of the 
Constitution had gone through. It was then 
open to the floor for questions and dialogue. 
 
Hopefully this process will enable a revised 
diocesan Constitution to be brought to the 
next Synod for final ratification. We are 
grateful that the grassroots of diocesan life in 
the Chaplaincies have had the opportunity to 
engage with the senior leadership team in the 
Diocese in this process. 
____________________________________ 
 
Nativity play at St Christopher’s Cathedral 
 
The St Christopher’s Cathedral community 
enjoyed two plays for their Nativity service: 
the younger children putting on a traditional 
Nativity play while the older children 
presented a play reflecting on the meaning of 
Christmas.  
 
The Nativity, from Shelter the UK-based 
charity which addresses the challenges of 
homelessness, was beautifully narrated by 
Aidan. It featured a young sheep trying to 
kidnap the baby Jesus and a shepherd trying 
to restore order. Parents and leaders not sure 
whether to step in, but the performance 
caught the elements of good and bad news, 
and that is all part of the telling of the story. 
 

 
Children’s Nativity 
 
Our teenagers put on a thoughtful play, 
whose script they had worked on themselves: 
a discussion set in an expatriate school while 
the teacher was out of the classroom in which 
there were both cynics, who dismissed the 
Christmas story, and others for whom it was 
passionately important. It ended with the 
most cynical member of the class being given 
a Bible to go and read for himself. 
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Teenagers Nativity Play 
 
We were delighted to welcome the new 
Regional Manager for Mission to Seafarers 
for the Middle East and South Asia, the 
Reverend Canon Andy Bowerman. He spoke 
of the needs of seafarers away from home 
especially over Christmas and the difference 
that the Mission’s Chaplains can make 
through their care in this season.  
 

 
Revd Canon Andy  
 
That Friday morning we were collecting gifts 
for seafarers’ Christmas parcels, which were 
later wrapped by members of the cathedral 
family and friends from the US Navy. 
 

 
Christmas parcels wrapping 
____________________________________ 
 

News from Aden – Healing. 
 
The work of the Ras Morbat eye clinic at 
Christ Church Aden goes on, day by day, 
despite heartbreaking chaos and misery 
throughout the Yemen. 
 

 
 
Displaced people who find themselves in the 
city of Aden are seen here being treated by 
our faithful staff. 
 

 
 
Alongside its regular work the clinic also has 
a special concern for those injured by mines. 
____________________________________ 
 
News from Iraq 
 
His Beatitude Louis-Raphael I Sako, 
Chaldaean Catholic Patriarch of Babylon and 
the most senior of church leaders in Iraq, was 
recently made a cardinal by Pope Francis. 
 
Bishop Michael, accompanied by Fr Faiz 
Jerjes and churchwarden Dawlat Abouna, 
visited the headquarters of the Patriarchate in 
Mansur, Baghdad, to congratulate him. Also 
seen here is the assistant patriarchal bishop, 
Mar Basilius Yaldo. 
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Bishop Michael with Cardinal Louis-Raphael 
Sako. 
____________________________________ 
 
 
Opening of the Anglican School of the 
Redeemer – Al Fadi in Baghdad. 
 
The New Anglican School of the Redeemer 
was completed just in time for its official 
opening on Michaelmas Day, 29th 
September 2018, along with the newly re-
sited and refurbished Hope Resource Centre. 
 
Bishop Michael, Fr Faiz, and key people from 
the worshipping community of St George’s 
were joined by many invited guests including 
Cardinal-Patriarch Louis-Raphael I Sako.  
 

 
The Anglican School of the Redeemer 
 

 
Bishop Michael, Cardinal Sako and others 
attending the opening 

 
The Resource Centre 
  
From 1 October children began filling Years 
1, 2, and 3. More will follow! 
___________________________________ 
 
St George’s hosting the “Confronting hate 
speech” workshop. 
 
Once again the Anglican church of St George 
Baghdad acted as a focus for the wider 
community when on 7 July it hosted a 
workshop entitled Confronting hate speech. 
 
Dr Sa’ad Salloum, head of the Massarat 
Foundation, explored the idea of hate and 
hatred as well as how to monitor and address 
it. 
 

 
Dr Salloum addresses the audience 
 
Among the contributors Fr Faiz Jerjes, parish 
priest of St George’s, talked of others’ 
misconceptions of the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, which have often led to hate-filled 
hostility.  He explained that Christians firmly 
believe in the oneness of God. 
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Fr Faiz talks 
 
A video produced by the Massarat 
Foundation was screened and much 
discussion ensued. 

 
Audience reviews the video 
 

 
Contributors at the meeting 
___________________________________ 
 
Celebrating Yazidis And Yazidi Culture at 
St George, Baghdad.  Dawlat Abouna, 
churchwarden of St George’s, reports on 
a moving event. 
 
St. George’s in Baghdad, in cooperation with 
the National Diversity Organisation, held a 
Yazidi festival on Thursday 5 July.  It was in 
special solidarity with Yazidi girls who 
survived ISIS. 
 

 
Fr Faiz with Yazidi Girl 
 
The celebration began with a speech by Fr 
Faiz Jerjes, the parish priest, who then 
interviewed two of the girls.  Members of the 
audience were greatly moved as the girls 
talked about their suffering during the three 
years they spent in captivity. 
 
Those present heard about Yazidi religion as 
well as the tragedy experienced by the 
community during the period of ISIS 
occupation with its killings, sales of girls in 
markets, and indescribable torture. 
 

 
A Presentation about the Yazidi 
 
A show of Yazidi folkloric dance followed, and 
all were able to view an exhibition of 
photographs and a display of traditional food. 
 

 
Attendees with the Yazidi Girls 
 
The festival was attended by the Deputy 
Head of Mission at the British embassy, Shi’i 
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and Sunni sheikhs, and several general 
directors from the Office of Religious 
Endowments, as well as people from Iraq’s 
different communities. 
 
At the end of the festival everyone prayed to 
the Lord to end the crisis of remaining Yazidi 
prisoners. 
____________________________________ 
 
Advent at St. George 
 
Bishop Michael presided and preached on 
the third Sunday in Advent during a week-
long visit to St George in the heart of 
Baghdad.  Travelling with him were Julia and 
also Canon Derek and Mrs Sue Smith, 
formerly of Limassol.  Part of the time was 
spent in the newly opened primary school, 
where Julia and Sue, both former teachers, 
encouraged the teaching staff and led some 
in-service training. 
 

 
Bishop Michael presided 
 

 
Advent procession 
____________________________________ 
 
News from Doha, Qatar. 
 
The Church of the Epiphany in Doha, 
Qatar, had an exciting and eventful 
year in 2018, hosting and celebrating 

several religious events and milestones 
for its ever-growing congregation. 
Of particular note, 19 parishioners of 
all ages received the sacrament of 
confirmation in two services overseen 
by Bishop Michael on November 30th. 
During the morning service, an 
additional parishioner (the author!) was 
affirmed into the communion of the 
Anglican Church. 
 

 
Candidates for Confirmation 
 
Confirmation classes were led by 
Senior Associate Priest Father Paul 
Davies and Assistant Priest Father 
Jebaraj Devasagayam. 
 

 
Candidates for Confirmation 
 
Confirmation candidate Colvince 
Odhiambo, 35, from Kenya, said of the 
experience, “I wi l l always remember 
that I received a spiritual seal, the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of knowledge and reverence, the 
spirit of holy fear. I am determined to 
keep safe what I received. God the 
Father sealed me, Christ the Lord 
strengthened me and sent the Spirit 
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into my heart as the pledge of what is 
to come.” 
 

 
Candidates for Confirmation 
 
Colvince has been living in Doha for 
almost two years. He added, “This was 
a special experience in my life: for all 
the years going to church back home, I 
couldn't feel the urge to fully submit my 
services into the sanctuary of God.”  
 

 
Taking First Communion 
 
Fellow candidate Neil McBride, 42, 
originally from the U.K., has lived and 
worked in Qatar for the past nine-and-
a-half years. “For me the experience 
was a very emotional one,” he said. “I 
knew I had begun a journey, from which 
I could never turn back, nor would I 
want to. That journey is taking me 
closer to Christ, to be more like him as 
much as I possibly can.”  
 
Throughout the year, the Church of  the 
Epiphany continued its commitment to 
serving the wider Doha community 
through various efforts, including its 
ongoing food and toiletry drive for the 

country’s migrant workers. A new 
fellowship group for women was 
formed, called the Martha and Mary 
Ministry, or M&M for short.  
 
In addition, Father Paul launched an 
init iative to increase awareness about 
the Christian community in Doha. He is 
overseeing the production of a short 
video that will feature various 
interviews with African expats about 
their experiences living in Doha and 
worshipping at the church. 
 
The video will be published on 
YouTube in January and is intended for 
Christians in Africa who are thinking 
about moving to Doha for work. The 
goal is to inform those who may be 
nervous about migrating that there are 
indeed churches in Qatar through which 
they can make a home and that 
Christians are able to worship here 
freely and safely.  
 
“Our church is a great community 
where everyone belongs through 
celebrating and sharing who they are 
and where they come from,” said 
Father Paul about the initiative. “We 
live the life of Jesus together.”  
 
Lastly, the Church of the Epiphany 
ended the year on a proud but 
bittersweet note. Father Paul, who has 
served as our head parish priest since 
May 2015, will be leaving Doha in 
January to begin a new mission in his 
native England. He is moving to the 
Diocese of St. Albans where he will 
serve as the church growth officer for 
the Bedford Archdeaconry and as the 
priest-in-charge at All Saints, Bedford. 
 
The Epiphany congregation will miss 
Father Paul dearly, although we know 
he will do a tremendous and godly job 
in his new roles. The church will be 
hosting a leaving do for him on 18th 
January 2019. 
 
Finally, the children of the Church of the 
Epiphany presented a version of the 
Christmas Nativity. 
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The scene in the Manger 
 

 
Nativity Celbration 
 
Christina Paschyn 
____________________________________ 
 
Pastoral Changes in the Diocese. 
 
Revd Charlotte Lloyd-Evans: 
 

 
The Ordination service begins 
 
The Revd Charlotte Lloyd-Evans was 
ordained priest at St. Andrew, Abu Dhabi on 
the Feast of St. Cyprian of Carthage, 15 
September 2018. She will continue to serve 
in particular at St. Thomas Al ‘Ain. 
 

 
The receiving of her Stole 

Pray for her, for her husband Gareth and 
their family, and for the people of St. 
Andrew’s and St. Thomas’s 
___________________________________ 
 
Canon Andy Bowerman was licensed by 
Bishop Michael at St Andrew Abu Dhabi on 
10 November 2018. 
 

 
Licensing of Canon Andy Bowerman 
 
It is with pleasure that we announce that 
Canon Andy Bowerman of the Anglican 
Alliance, one of the speakers at synod in 
February 2018, and well-known already to 
many in the Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf, 
is soon to begin work as regional director of 
the Mission to Seafarers for the Gulf and 
South Asia. 
 
Andy will serve seafarers and the maritime 
world not only up and down the Gulf but also 
as regional director for the Middle East and 
South Asia. He brings wide experience, most 
recently from heading the Anglican Alliance, 
the worldwide network for social justice, 
advocacy and action. 
 
He will be based in Dubai as senior MtS 
chaplain and succeeds Canon Paul Burt. A 
service of celebration and welcome was held 
at St Andrew’s Church, Abu Dhabi on 
Saturday 10th November 2018. 
 
Please pray for Andy, his wife Alison and 
family, and all whom he serves in Dubai, the 
Gulf, and beyond. 
____________________________________ 
 
A Move, a Retirement and a Special Role. 
 

 
Revd Paul Davies, Very Revd Chris Butt & 
Revd Charlotte Lloyds-Evans 
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The Revd Paul Davies moves early this year 
from his post as senior priest at the Church of 
the Epiphany in Qatar, where he has served 
since 2015, to become priest in charge of All 
Saints Bedford and church growth officer for 
Bedford archdeaconry in the Diocese of St 
Albans. His final service in Doha will be on 
Friday 18th January 2019. 
 
The Very Revd Chris Butt retires to 
Birmingham from his position as dean of St 
Christopher’s Cathedral, Manama, Bahrain at 
Easter 2019 after ministering there since 
2009. 
 
The Revd Charlotte Lloyd-Evans, currently at 
St Thomas Al Ain within the chaplaincy of 
Abu Dhabi, has been asked by Bishop 
Michael to take on the additional role of 
Warden of Readers in the diocese,  
supporting and promoting Readers in their 
licensed public ministry and acting as a point 
of reference for clergy and laity in matters 
related to Reader ministry and Reader 
ministry training. 
 
Please pray for all of them and also for Sally, 
Tricia, and Gareth and their families 
___________________________________ 
 
Another Move. 
 
The Revd Tim Heaney, currently serving at 
Christ Church Jebel Ali in the chaplaincy of 
Dubai, Sharjah, and the Northern Emirates, is 
to become Rector of Shere, Albury, and 
Chilworth in the Diocese of Guildford and 
Province of Canterbury.  He expects to be 
instituted and inducted there on a date to be 
announced in April 2019. 
 

 
Revd Tim Heaney 
 

Pray for Tim, Diane, and their family as they 
prepare to move from the UAE to these 
villages in the Surrey hills. 
___________________________________ 
 
Yet Another Move. 
 
The Revd Christine Goldsmith, currently 
associate priest, St Barnabas Limassol, is to 
be Rector of the Leadenham Plurality in the 
Diocese of Lincoln in the Province of 
Canterbury. 
 

 
Revd Christine Goldsmith 
 
She will minister across five churches in the 
rural mid-west of the County of Lincolnshire:  
St Swithun Leadenham, St Helen Brant 
Broughton, All Saints Beckingham, St Chad 
Welbourn, and St Michael and All Angels 
Stragglethorpe.  Her institution and induction 
will take place at a date to be announced. 
 
We pray for Chris and Rick as they prepare 
to move to Britain and a new chapter in life 
and ministry. 
 
Editor’s Note: We shall miss these people as 
they move to pastures new, and we wish 
them God‘s blessings for the future.  
____________________________________ 
 
Newest Deacons Ordained at St. Paul’s 
 
Two new Deacons were ordained in St Paul’s 
cathedral in Nicosia on 7th July 2018. Justin 
Arnott serves as stipendiary Curate at the 
cathedral, while Peter Day will be non-
stipendiary Curate in the parish of 
Ammochostos.  
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New Deacons with Bishop Michael 
 
A packed cathedral, with representatives 
from throughout the Island and beyond, 
heard Bishop Michael preach a sermon about 
God’s priorities, so evident in the selection 
process.  
 
Their ordination means that around a third of 
the diocesan clergy have come through a 
diocesan selection process, from churches 
within the Diocese. 
 

 
Bishop Michael ordaining our new Deacons 
 

 
Following the ordination 
 
We hold Justin and Peter in our prayers as 
well as their wives Michelle and Joy and their 
families and fellow-Christians. 
____________________________________ 

Thank you to the people of Cyprus. 
 
The Revd Derek Smith, his wife Sue and Mrs 
Julia Lewis kindly transported the baby 
clothes (pictured below) the baby clothes to 
St George, Baghdad. 
 

 
Baby clothes for St. George, Baghdad 
 
Sincere thanks are due to the people of 
Cyprus who have kindly knitted, bought and 
collected it all. In fact, not all of it could be 
brought to Baghdad, so the Revd Justin Arlott 
is sending some back to Deryneia to donate 
to babies there.  
 
A special vote of thanks goes to all the 
knitters in Kyrenia! The Archdeacon also 
passes his thanks as well. 
____________________________________ 
 
The Anglican-Orthodox Commission. 
 
The International Anglican – Orthodox 
Theological Commission chose Cyprus for its 
2018 annual working meeting.  Its members 
attended Sunday Eucharist at St Paul’s 
Cathedral in Nicosia on 14th October, where 
Bishop Michael presided and preached. 
 

 
Sunday Eucharist at St Paul’s 
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With Bishop Michael were Archbishop 
Richard Clarke of Armagh and Metropolitan 
Athenagoras of Belgium, as well as other 
participants. 
 

 
Bishop Michael with the co-chairmen of the 
Theological Commission 
___________________________________ 
 
Baptisms and Confirmation at St 
Andrew’s, Kyrenia 
 
Sunday 21st October 2018 saw St. Andrew’s 
Church full once again for a very special day 
in the life of the Chaplaincy. 

Bishop Michael celebrated the Eucharist and 
also the Sacraments of Baptism and 
Confirmation. 

 
The packed church listens to the scripture 
readings 
 
During his sermon Bishop Michael drew from 
the Gospel reading of the day, Mark 10: 35-
45, and told us the story of James and John 
(and, in the version of the story in Matthew’s 
Gospel, their mother, Mrs. Zebedee) asking 
who would sit at Jesus’ right and left in Jesus’ 
glory, showing us that being best is not the 
point. Being good disciples is. We are not just 
spectators; we are not just churchgoers. 
Rather we are disciples, learners, followers of 

Jesus in his way. Even though we fail, the 
point of being churchgoers is to be disciples 
and followers. 

If we own up to be followers of Christ then we 
should calibrate our life according to how 
Jesus lived. We must first of all learn from the 
scriptures. It begins with calling, such as the 
calling for the candidates for baptism and 
confirmation this morning. We shall not “get 
it” all at once, but we have to stay on the way, 
which is best done in church, not alone. 
Scripture says where two or three gather 
together Jesus will be among them. We will 
“get it” by following Jesus on the road until we 
finally “get it” fully when we meet him face to 
face. 

Bishop Michael then baptised Kimberley 
Sharawakanda followed by the Confirmation 
of Kimberley, Sharon Gechure and Lynda 
Hillard. All the candidates were warmly 
welcomed by the packed church and not a 
few tears were shed for our friends on this 
very special day for them. 
 

 
The baptism of Kimberley 
 

 
Confirmation of Lynda, Kimberley and Sharon 
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The newly confirmed led the congregation in 
receiving Communion 
 
Following the service a magnificent “finger 
food” buffet was held in the Hall which, as 
usual, would have fed the five thousand. 
Sincere thanks were expressed for all who 
had helped to make today so special. As one 
visitor remarked after the service, “Well we 
certainly didn’t expect that today, but it was a 
wonderful service and thank you for the warm 
welcome we received!” 
 

 
Lynda, Revd Mike, Kimberley and Sharon 
 

 
Following the service enjoying the fruits of 
much hard work by so many people 

 
Enjoying fellowship after the service 
___________________________________ 
 
A Date for your Diary - 2019 Cheltenham 
Christian Arts Festival – “Encounters”. 
 
Wednesday 8th May 2019, 8.00am-9.15pm, 
the venue is Christ Church, Malvern Road, 
Cheltenham, Gloucester,  GL50 2JH. 
 
All Welcome - Ticket Price £9, Students free. 
 
NO ABIDING CITY:  surprising stories of 
Christian presence and encounter in the 
Middle East.  
 
Michael Lewis is Bishop of the Anglican 
Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf and, from 
later in 2019, Archbishop-Primate of the 
Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East.  
In a region where Christianity is supposed to 
be hard pressed, how is it that in his patch 
there are millions of believers and churches 
bursting at the seams with regular 
worshippers?  Both narratives are true.  And 
opportunities for unique ecumenical and 
interfaith encounters are there for the taking! 
 
The organisers are delighted that +Michael 
will speak at our local Christian Arts festival, 
and perhaps some “Friends” may wish to 
attend.  
 
For further details and programme updates 
please refer to: www.christianartsfestival.org 
____________________________________ 
 

http://www.christianartsfestival.org/

