Punching above our weight
Leading the way on Intentional Discipleship
When the Archbishop of Canterbury opened ACC17 in Hong Kong he only referred to two
dioceses by name and ours was one of them.
The reference was to our work on
Intentional Discipleship, an update on
which was considered by Standing
Committee at its meeting in June.
This Communion-wide initiative has been
slow in gaining momentum but the
Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf has been
at the forefront, Bishop Michael said.
This is due partly to the way Synod
agendas have engaged with the theme and
also to the work done by the Barnabas
Team.
A substantial amount of work by the
Anglican Communion Office (ACO),
brought together under the title of a
“Jesus-Shaped Life”, was presented to the meeting in Nicosia, together with a report from the Barnabas
Team that the Bishop described as “excellent”.
He said it showed that really interesting things were happening, and he encouraged critical interest in the
ACO document as a means of maintaining and developing a diocesan contribution.
A Report from ACC by one of the provincial representatives, Joel Kelling, was circulated as was a report
from the Provincial Secretaries’ Conference which followed it at which we were represented by Georgia
Katsantonis.
Final decisions about the 2020 Synod in the Gulf
will be made at the September meeting of Standing
Committee, including how any contributions
towards Cyprus representatives’ travel costs might
be made.
It seems likely that the Synod will now take place in
Abu Dhabi. The Synod service will take place at St
Andrew’s and there will be an opportunity to visit
the Grand Mosque. The likely theme will be
Discipleship in Context, relating the Communion’s
theme to our particular situation, thereby enabling
further thought about each.

Good History News
he new and eagerly awaited History of the Diocese
being written by Angela Murray, should be available in
time for Synod next year. This will be a major
publication of well over 400 pages and should be an
essential buy for all parishes and many individuals.
Good conference news?
It seems likely that the much-postponed Clergy and
Spouses’ Conference will take place in Jordan
between 14-17 September 2020.

FALL IN FINANCE PROMPTS
SPECIAL MONEY MEETING

The headline in scene@synod describing Synod’s dismay at the action of the local Church Council in Qatar in
replacing the Bishop’s appointed overseers of the Anglican Centre with a Council-appointed body has
sparked an outburst from the Council there.
Standing Committee supported the article which was described as a truthful account of what was said and
the vote that was taken.
The situation with regard to the management of the Centre remains unchanged and that has resulted in a
20% loss of income to the Diocese. A specially convened meeting of Standing Committee in September will
make decisions about how future budgets will be affected but there was initial discussion in June about some
of the principles.
Although the post of full-time archdeacon has been suspended, Archdeacon Bill continues with those responsibilities as well as becoming Dean of Bahrain, but that in itself will not meet the shortfall. Canon John
Banfield urged parishes to pay their Diocesan contributions as early as possible to ease cashflow. The
decisions from the September meeting will be distributed soon after that meeting as a new plan is devised.

Summer School – A New Training
Opportunity as Vocations Flourish
This year there will be a Summer School for all those who have been recommended for training for ministry
in the Diocese, together with those recently ordained or licensed.
Around fifteen people are able to attend
this week-long event that takes place in the
Near East School of Theology in Beirut, in
which the Anglican Church is a partner.
A rigorous programme of study, practical
training, worship and visits addressing the
theme Church in Context is planned. It is
hoped the School will become a regular
feature of training programmes.
The Director of Ministry, Archdeacon
John, reported that there are six
The Near East School of Theology
ordinands and five Readers in training. A
recent selection conference (BAP) had
seen six candidates [pictured on Page 4] He stressed the high quality of all those selected.
There had been one ordination to the priesthood and two more were planned for later in the year. The
Warden of Readers, Revd Charlie Lloyd-Evans, has produced a handbook for Readers which gives excellent
advice and guidance.
Relations with Queens Newfoundland have been strengthened and the Exploring Faith course has plans
for further development. Plans were outlined for a new ministry team to help the sustainability of the Ministry project in the longer term. Standing Committee was pleased with progress made but stressed the need
for parishes to consider those trained from within the diocese when new appointments were being made.

STILL TOGETHER - FOR NOW
The Provincial Synod met in Jordan in June
and a report was made to the Standing
Committee.
The future shape and make-up of the
Province remains the number one item on
the agenda. This has now passed for
discussion to the Standing Committee of
the Anglican Communion and further
exploration will start in the Autumn.
Bishop Michael said he was pleased that a
process had been decided that all were
signed up to and he reiterated his belief
that a considered process was needed to
work carefully through the implications of
change.
All were agreed that the Diocese of
Cyprus and the Gulf should continue in its
present form, and that its uniqueness

should be described and presented at every opportunity.
In the meantime there will be what is hoped and expected to be a grand Provincial celebration in Abu Dhabi
on November 17th to mark the accession of Bishop Michael to the Primacy of the Province.

Cyprus prepares for new Archdeacon
The Venerable Christopher Futcher [pictured left] was present at the Standing Committee Meeting in Nicosia
as he prepared for the handover to his
new role.
He will be licensed at a service at St
Helena’s Church, Larnaca, on September
7th. Christopher will combine the role of
archdeacon in Cyprus with that of chaplain
at St Helena’s.
He heard the present archdeacon, John
Holdsworth, make his report on the
archdeaconry:
A number of events bringing people
together from across the island had taken
place; including the Visitation and a wellattended Social Outreach Forum.
Work is continuing to gain legal status as
Associations for four of the parishes. One is already registered as a Charity and the other falls under different
civic regulation.
As ever, individual parishes were referred to:
Paphos is hoping to appoint a house-for-duty priest before long to help with the wedding ministry there.
Limassol has been trialling a Lent course.
Larnaca has been preparing for its new incumbent.
The Cathedral has been extending its work with refugees.
Ammochostos has plans for Summer initiatives for tourists, and
Kyrenia is working towards a new incumbent once the Hermitage is ready for occupation.
Archdeacon John will be leaving his present post at St Helena’s, and as archdeacon in Cyprus, at the end of
July after eight and a half years in post. For the next two years he will continue as Director of Ministry in a
similar honorary capacity to that of the Director of Finance.

Good Gulf News
Despite disappointment in Qatar there was much to be pleased about in Archdeacon Bill’s
report to Standing Committee.
·

The school in Baghdad is up and running. The hope is that it will
become self-funding before too long.

·

A new building in Kuwait to replace one damaged by a storm last
year has been approved and will be built soon.

·

The Licensing service for the new Dean of Bahrain has taken place,
and was a great occasion.

·

The post of Chaplain in Qatar is to be advertised.

·

The process of moving from one Dubai, Sharjah and Northern
Emirates Chaplaincy to four separate chaplaincies is under way and
new constitutions are being formulated.

·

An appointment has been made in Jebel Ali.

·

The building project in Al Ain is moving forward, and a redesign to
allow staged building has been introduced at Mussafah.

·

In the Yemen the new equipment for the eye clinic has arrived and
staff are being trained in its use. Roman Catholics are presently
using Christ Church and the clinics are working normally.

Candidates attending the Selection Conference at Ras al Khaimah

