
Congratulations,  Archbishop 
The autumn meeting of Standing 
Committee coincided with the   
celebration of  Bishop, now Arch-
bishop, Michael’s accession to the 
primacy of the Province of          
Jerusalem and the Middle East. 
 
At a special service at St Andrew’s, Abu 
Dhabi, Archbishop Michael stressed that 
his new role would in no way diminish 
his commitment to the Diocese of    
Cyprus and the Gulf.  
“The way we do it may change slightly,” 
he said in his address, “but it is an      
honour and it is extremely daunting.” 

Archbishop Michael also pledged himself, as Primate, to confront “what borders on religious illiteracy” in   
certain spheres within and beyond the Province. “A Primate’s task, and the task of us all, is to humbly offer 
ourselves to explain the visceral importance of religion and how it works,” he said. 
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SYNOD SPEAKER 
The keynote speaker at next year’s Synod will 
be Dr Rima Nasrallah Van Saane, Assistant 
Professor of Practical Theology at the Near 
East School of Theology in Beirut, Lebanon. 
Dr Nasrallah is the first woman to be ordained 
as a minister in the National Evangelical 
Church of Beirut. 
                                   More Synod news on Page 3 

Meanwhile, in Egypt… 
The Provincial Standing Committee is to be asked to endorse Egypt’s plans to become a province in its own 
right.  
The recommendation comes in a report by the Exploration Group set up to assess the pros and cons of the 
proposal. 
Archbishop Michael told Standing Committee: “Egypt will go. It’s what happens next for the other three   
dioceses which”, he said, “should not rush to change for at least five years. Will they be content with a   
province of three dioceses? Probably.” 



FINANCE:  “We need other sources of income” 
Diocesan Finance Director Canon John Banfield has submitted a reduced budget for 2020/21,    
primarily a result of the ongoing impasse at the Anglican Centre in Qatar which, until 2018,       
contributed ¼200,000 a year. That has reduced to zero.  
 
Provisional figures submitted to Standing Committee show a drop in expenditure from ¼923,000 in 
2018 to ¼725,000 and ¼700,000 in 2020 and 2021 respectively. Substantial savings have had to be 
made. ¼55,000 has come from the ministry budget and most of the rest by combining the roles of 
Archdeacon in the Gulf with those of Dean and Chaplain in Bahrain. 
 

He also warned that, whilst the money was not included in the budget proposal, if funding for St 
George’s Baghdad from the Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle East was to   
reduce from its present level of ¼400,000 a year “alternative financing would be required from di-
ocesan or other sources”. 

Director of  Min istry  John 
Holdsworth reported to Standing 
Committee on the inaugural   meet-
ing of the new Ministry Team. He 
said that feedback from the  inaugu-
ral summer school, held in Beirut, 
had been “exceptional”. Such was 
its success that it is to become a 
regular event, every two years. 
Fifteen people took part, tutored by 
Bishop Michael, archdeacons past and 
present and staff from the Near East 
School of Theology where it was held. 
 

Training 
Two training events took place in the autumn and more are planned in the new year, aimed at  
further promoting the Ministry theme more widely. 
Meanwhile, a selection conference held in May recommended six new candidates for training, two 
for ordained ministry and four as Readers. This brings the number of people currently selected to 
ten, five for lay ministry and five for ordained ministry, including representatives from                
Ammochostos and Nicosia in Cyprus, and Kuwait, Bahrain, Dubai, Jebel Ali, Abu Dhabi and the 
Canterbury Group in the Gulf. 
The next selection conference is scheduled for May 2020 in Ras al Khaimah 
Ordinations 
Two ordinations took place in September. Revd Peter Day will serve as a non-stipendiary curate in          
Ammochostos and Revd Justin Arnott will remain as curate in Nicosia until the end of his current 
contract in June 2020. 
Resources 
The Warden of Readers, Revd Charlie Lloyd Evans, has prepared  a new Reader Training Hand-
book and also an Ordinand Handbook. Both will be added to the Resources section of the        
diocesan website in due course. 

MINISTRY MATTERS 
“CONSIDERABLE ACTIVITY” CONTINUES 

Summer School 



SYNOD 2020 - DISCIPLESHIP IN CONTEXT 
A unique setting for following Jesus 

Arrangements for next year’s Synod are well under way, according to Archdeacon     
Christopher Futcher, who leads the organising team. 

The meeting will take place between Monday February 3rd and Thursday February 6th at 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Abu Dhabi, the first time it’s been held in the Gulf archdeaconry 
for only the second time. 

The theme of the Synod will be Discipleship in Context, and the customary programme of 
workshops will seek to develop ideas around it. 

Part of the large conference hall will be partitioned off to provide a worship space and this 
will also be used for the addresses - also on the theme - by the guest speaker, Dr Rima 
Nasrallah (see Page 1). 

The quiet morning, on the Tuesday, will be within the hotel grounds, immediately adjacent 
to the conference hall. And on Wednesday there will be an excursion for those wishing to 
visit the Grand Mosque dedicated to the founding father of the UAE, and first ruler of Abu 
Dhabi, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al Nahyan. 

CYPRUS NEWS 
 
Paphos: The Parochial Church Council recently held 
a half-day facilitated  meeting to reflect on ways 
ahead in light of concerns about reducing numbers - 
of weddings, in congregations and in giving. The 
meeting generated key themes and ideas to shape 
future work for the Council. An advertisement for a 
House for Duty priest to focus on wedding ministry 
had attracted applications.   
 
The Jerusalem and Middle East Trust has ex-
pressed hope that work on establishing legal status 
for Cyprus parishes will gather momentum in the 
new year. Meanwhile, the Land Registry in Kyrenia 
has approved the transfer of the Title Deed for St 
Andrew’s Church. 
 

ON THE UP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Demand for facilities at the Katafiyio Retreat 
House has taken a turn for the better. The Chair 
of the Barnabas Team, which administers it, Sarel 
du Plessis, told Standing Committee he thought 
this was thanks to word of mouth recommend- 
dations. New caretakers have also been         
recruited. 



Gulf News 
 
IRAQ: The current unrest is crippling the economy and restricting  
movement, making it hard for people to attend services at St George’s. 

On a brighter note, the US charity Stand With Iraqi Christians has     
donated $4,000 to the School of the Redeemer in Baghdad for new   
uniforms. 

DUBAI: The untimely death of Selverani, wife of Dubai chaplain Harrison Chinnakumar, has cast a shadow 
over life at Holy Trinity. Meanwhile, the reorganisation of the former Dubai Sharjah and the Northern Emir-
ates chaplaincy into separate entities has been achieved..  

BAHRAIN: Developments in Bahrain are going well but a new cemetery 
is needed;  

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Oil Company has enabled restoration work at St 
Paul’s, Ahmadi                                                        

The diocese has  
welcomed two new 
priests. Revd Jim 
Young (pictured left) 
has taken up his new 
post in Jebel Ali and 
Revd Canon Paul-
Gordon Chandler 
has been licensed as priest in Doha 

Candidates attending the Selection Conference at Ras al Khaimah 

PUBLISH AND BE PRAISED! 

The long-awaited commemorative history of the 
diocese has gone to print and will be launched at 
Synod in February. 
 
A further launch will be held two weeks later in the UK, 
at All Hallows By The Tower church in 
London. 
 
The book, which has been authored by Canon  Angela 
Murray (Bahrain) runs to over 450 pages and charts the 
evolution of the Anglican Church in the region since the 
1840s and of the diocese since its formation in 1976. 
 
It also delves into various aspects of diocesan life and  
experience and tells the stories of parishes in both     
Cyprus and the Gulf. 
 
The book will have a recommended retail price of £45 
but will be on sale at Synod at a discounted price of £20 
(€22.50) 
 
Archdeacon Bill told Standing Committee he hoped every 
parish/chaplaincy would buy a copy. “You will be amazed 
to read it,” he said. 
 


