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DISCIPLESHIP IN CONTEXT
Two things were very different about the
context for Synod 2020.
For the first time since 1999, the meeting took
place in the Gulf archdeaconry, in Abu Dhabi.
And for the first time since 2007, it was
presided over by the Primate of the Episcopal
Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East, the
Most Revd Michael Lewis, who was elevated to
the Primacy in November at the start of a
three-year term of office.
Archbishop Michael takes over at a time of
continuing uncertainty about the future of the
Province. Egypt is set to leave to become a
Province in its own right, named Alexandria,
although fears that Jerusalem might follow suit
have receded.
Meanwhile, the Diocese of Iran is “in a sorry
state.” There is no priest there, only three
Deacons. “Life is pretty tricky,” the Archbishop added, “not least because all the
worshippers there are Iranian citizens,
worshipping in Farsi.”
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THE ARCHBISHOP IN CONTEXT HIS PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
Two weeks ago I was one of 33 of the 40 Primates of the Anglican
Communion – archbishops or their equivalent – at a formal meeting
in Jordan that also included time for each of us to speak from the
heart.
When the media cover anything to do with Anglicanism worldwide
it’s usually to relish our imagined and indeed often real differences.
So you would expect that that speaking from the heart a fortnight
ago would have been the occasion of passionate doctrinal and
ethical back-and-forth. There was an element of it, though I have to
say that this time it was courteous and thoughtful; but the largest
part of what each of us chose to say and tell was context.
The Anglican Communion is a Communion of self-governing
Churches of enormous variety, while having a common inheritance
both behind and under their historical evolution.
Now, as with biological evolution, the life-forms, as it were, that
have resulted over the years can look pretty different one from
another, almost as different, I’m tempted to say, as a rhino from a
duckbill platypus.
Someone accustomed to worship at St Thomas Fifth Avenue in New
York will undoubtedly blink if they find themselves at an Anglicanbranded service in, say, Santiago in Chile or indeed St Andrew’s
Cathedral, Sydney, Australia; and without doubt vice versa. But
what is or should be held and honoured in common matters much
more than outward appearance or liturgical flavour. There’s a
threefold account of that Anglican commonality, and a fourfold one
that complements it. The threefold formula says that we’re to be
firmly rooted and guided in our Christian life, teaching, and governance by scripture, tradition, and reason: scripture, sacred and at the
same time richly subtle and deep; tradition, the Church’s immersion
in, and reception and handing on of, the story and truth that scripture records; reason, the Spirit-led faculty of wisdom with which
God endows his human creation.
Continued on P2

DISCIPLESHIP IN CONTEXT
ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL’S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
(Continued from P1)The fourfold complement to that account, sometimes called our Quadrilateral, lists the great resources that
are reference points and markers for the Church’s pilgrimage: holy scripture again, as primary; the life of the sacraments,
foregrounded by the two great sacraments of baptism and eucharist; the universal Creeds, historic distillations of the deepest
reflection and debate on what it is that Christians place their trust in; and the episcopate, that is, the succession of the bishops
of the Church as walking in the footsteps of the Apostles with the same commission to preach, teach, and gather, yet hugely
and rightly varied not only in their personalities but also in their times and in their contexts.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, for venerable historic reasons, is the one in communion with whom all Anglicans by definition
are, whether they ever meet him (or in the future quite probably at some point her) or not. That’s not a claim that that archbishop, that Christian, is holier or better or superior; and he has virtually no legal or juridical power beyond England; rather,
what falls to the Archbishop of Canterbury is a ministry of linkage, often requiring the holder of the post to reach out to the
suffering and the isolated as well as to the disaffected and angry. It’s not dissimilar to what the role of the Orthodox
Ecumenical Patriarch properly is for Eastern Orthodoxy, and what the role of Popes in Rome could be.
Anglicans at their best, and in my view at their most authentic, welcome absolutely anyone to enter their churches – to come
and see - and to take part in the gathered life of parishes. We warmly invite all baptised Trinitarian Christians, according to
their conscience and maintaining, if they wish, their birth-tradition of Christianity, to receive holy communion. But the core
that maintains the vision and sustains the presence is the multiply bonded relationship described in all that I have just set out,
across geography and across time - much of it , I should add, shared by other mainline Christian traditions but expressed by
Anglicans in particular combinations and ways.
So what did those who spoke from the heart at that Primates’ Meeting in Jordan say? The context of the Archbishop of
Myanmar – Burma – and that of his fellow Christians there is the context of a nation of many ethnicities still resonating with its
history since the Second World War of being under a repressive military dictatorship. He was in prison for two years for
forbidden political activism. He ministers in a land where pride of identity is still and tragically often murderous.
The context of the Archbishop of Japan is that of being in a very small minority Anglican tradition within a minority Christian
community in a country where many find the values of Christianity incomprehensible; a country that by the same token many
elsewhere in the world struggle to understand or even like. He was profoundly affected by his experience as a student in the
1960s in the USA, in small-town Oklahoma. Locating the nearest Episcopalian – Anglican – parish church, he as a cradle
Anglican faithfully attended for two years but was hurt that the tough senior warden would never speak to him and turned
away. He discovered that he had been shot down over Japan in the war and tortured, and his fellow airmen killed. He had
told others he could never forgive the Japanese. But when Nathaniel, later to become the Archbishop of Japan, brought his
bride over to marry her, the warden stepped forward and gave her away in the absence of her father. He became Nathaniel’s
closest American friend. Nathaniel believes that only their common Christian faith, after that air force colonel had long
struggled with his experience, was after long years able to bridge the divide and heal the man; and Nathaniel was healed too.
He believes that that is Christianity’s offering and gift to Japan and he waits patiently for more to see it and receive it.
To listen to just one more Anglican Primate: Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church of the USA, not so long
ago noticed in the media for his sermon at that British royal wedding, also spoke from the heart, not just of deep differences
and divides between those in his country claiming Anglican heritage, but even more seriously of the extreme polarisation of
political and social discourse there, indeed of its descent sometimes into nothing but vilification. He talked of the currently
unheeded voice of thoughtful American Christians, in contrast to those other American Christians who had thrown in their lot
almost incredibly with some of the coarsest and harshest voices and trends. Others echoed what he recorded.
You will understand that I’m not so much talking about archbishops; I’m talking about contexts. What I said at that meeting in
Jordan was that, most especially within my own diocese but also within my own wider Province, almost all the contexts of
world Anglicanism and world Christianity are present here. Those who worship in our Anglican-staffed churches in the Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf aren’t only Anglicans, and praise God that we’re that mixed; and they’re from an astonishing variety of nations and races, and praise God that we’re so multinational. Only a few are citizens of the countries they live in. Some
of our people are very poor. Some of us, by any objective measure, are rich. Yet for most, citizens and non-citizens, rich and
middling and poor, our context is provisionality, vulnerability, and fragility. Will my job continue? Will the government turn
hostile? Is my pension still going to be accessible? Should I go home, but then again where do I call home? Am I doing the
right thing for my children? Where are the future worshippers going to come from in our church; or, how are we going to
cope fairly with the numbers we’re dealing with already? In our region, might there be a war that affects us all?
In this synod we shall consider Discipleship in Context. If discipleship were ever to be thought a burden, or even a task, let
alone an achievement if successfully addressed, I should be worried. There are other words to describe deep and attentive
Christian believing and belonging and serving. Yet disciple is a wonderful word, if we remember how various are (and always
have been) the ways, the callings, and the contexts of Christian disciples. A disciple is one who is taught, a learner, and a
Christian disciple is one who learns from Christ. Like Peter and Andrew, James and John, Mary Magdalene and Salome and
Mary Christ’s own mother, we learn by walking with him and watching where he goes, whom he meets, and what he does and
gives. What he gives is healing. And what he does is what he reveals God to be: mercy and love. God in Christ does what
God in Christ is: mercy and love.
+Michael, Cyprus & the Gulf
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MONEY MATTERS
IT HAS BEEN A DIFFICULT YEAR, AND ANOTHER IS ON THE WAY
Finance Director John Banfield reported a deficit of €93,000 for the 2019/20 financial year. He warned Synod
that the diocese faces another deficit, albeit lower, in the year ahead and that something had to be done to address
this. “We have to find other ways of doing things,” he said.
A dramatic fall in contributions from the Anglican Centre in Doha (Qatar) led to a significant drop in income and
this would necessitate a €200,000 reduction in expenditure in 2020/21.
“You can see the impact of what has happened in the past twelve months,” he said. Spending on diocesan
programmes fell by €33,000 with the burden falling most heavily on ministry training, although Canon John said he
hoped it would be possible to redress this in future. It is also hoped that the stipendiary curacy in will be
re-instated when finances permit.
Meanwhile, savings had been made by the temporary amalgamation of Archdeacon Bill Schwartz’s post with that of
Dean in Bahrain.

Budget 2020 and 2021
Summary

Accounts 2019
Summary
Thousand Euros

Actual
2018

Budget
2019

Actual
2019

Income

1118

845

683

Expense

903

875

776

Operating Balance

215

-30

-93

Budget
2019

Actual
2019

Christ Church Aden
Ministry Training

118
109

90
110

88
94

Bishop

Student Chaplaincy

28

27

20

Total Programmes

Actual
2019

Budget
2020

Budget
2021

Income

1118

683

650

685

Expense

-903

776

-700

-675

Operating Balance

215

-93

-50

10

7

18

27

262

245

229

Budget 2020 and 2021
Income - Parish/Chaplaincy

Budget 2020 and 2021
Expense - Summary

Thousand Euros

Actual
2018

Other Programmes

Actual
2018

Accounts 2019
Expense - Summary

Accounts 2019
Expense - Programmes
Thousand Euros

Thousand Euros

Thousand Euros

Actual
2018

Budget
2019

Actual
2019

98

95

105

Archdeacons

209

210

113

Meetings/Travel
Programmes
Administration

107
262
227

95

96

245
230

Total Expense

903

875

Thousand Euros

Actual
2018

Actual
2019

Budget
2020

Budget
2021

Bishop
Archdeacons

98
209

105
113

95
90

95
90

Meetings/Travel
Programmes
Administration

107
262
227

96

90

90

229
233

229
233

195
230

175
225

776

Total

903

776

700

675

Actual
2018

Actual
2019

Budget
2020

Budget
2021

Contributions
2017 Delayed Contribution
Anglican Centre

458
285
177

408
0
22

415
0
0

450
0
0

Total Parish/Chaplaincy

920

430

415

450

Meanwhile...
The Foundation has engaged consultants to investigate new ways of supporting the diocese during the current financial situation. A strategic plan will be
put to its meeting to be held in April.
Meanwhile, funds have been allocated to support Archbishop Michael’s attendance at the Lambeth Conference in July.
Foundation chairman James Brennan [pictured right] urged Synod members to
remind congregations about the value of legacies to the organisation.
SEEN @ SYNOD
A video highlighting diocesan activities during the past year was shown at Synod. The video can be seen at:
https://cypgulf.org/news/diocesan-video-2020-breaking-new-ground
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MINISTRY: “A new step forward”
The new diocesan Director of Ministry bears a striking resemblance to the
former one. But then it’s the same person!
Archdeacon in Cyprus and Executive Archdeacon John Holdsworth retired in
the summer of 2019 but has been retained on an honorary basis as Director
of Ministry for the next two years. He has also been made a Canon of St
Paul’s Cathedral in Nicosia, designated Canon Theologian.
In his first report in this new guise, Canon John described progress in the past
year as “an unmitigated good news story.”
“The transition has given us an opportunity to take a new step forward with
integrity and connectedness, providing stability and succession” he told Synod.
The new ministry team is made up of five people initially: Canon John, Archdeacon Christopher Futcher, Canon Harrison Chinnakumar, Revd Charlie
Lloyd-Evans and Dr Helen Perry from the Diocesan Office.
Three people were priested during the year, Revd Justin Arnott (Nicosia), Revd Navina Thompson
(Famagusta) and Revd Peter Day, a non-stipendiary curate in Ammochostos.
A further six were recommended for training at a selection conference in May 2019, bringing the number
of trainees up to ten, five as clergy and five as Readers. The next conference will be in May 2020.
The first diocesan summer school was held at the
Near East School of Theology in Beirut. Feedback
had been extremely positive.
The theme for the event was Church In Context
and included lectures, Bible Study and several
excursions to significant sites in Lebanon.
The next summer school will be in 2021 and its
theme will be Reflective Practitioners.
Further training events were held, one in Cyprus
on lay leadership and one, a workshop on sermon
preparation, in the Gulf. More are planned in
2020.
Summer School
Canon John also referred to the impact of budget
cuts on ministry training. “Ministry is a highspending area,” he said. “But we have come in substantially under budget and we attract significant funding
from external groups, not least the Foundation.
“We want to be responsive to requests for training [but] financial implications must be matched by
aspiration.
“We can adjust and we will adjust,” he said. But he urged parishes/chaplaincies to be more supportive
with respect to stipendiary curacies. “It is pointless training ministers if they cannot be deployed,” he said.
“That is a culture that must change.”

IT’S HERE AT LAST
The new Diocesan Constitution finally received its second reading at Synod
this year and is now in effect.
It has taken three years to finalise the details. But after extensive consultation,
the final document was approved with virtual unanimity. Voting was by House
and required a two-thirds majority in each in order to pass.
Details of how each House voted can be found on Page 11.
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DISCIPLESHIP IN CONTEXT : THE DISCUSSION
THIKA UPDATE
Reorganisation of the Diocese
1. Reduction of Archdeaconries from 9
to 4
2. Reduction of Deaneries from 18 to 10
3. Increase of Parishes from 76 to 79

The conference theme was addressed by a series of eight
discussion groups.

4. Congregations increased to 193
Reorganisation Continued
Reassigned duties to two archdeacons:
·
Director for Sector Ministries - coordinating the activities of Children, Teens, Youth, Women and
Men
·
Director for Mission, Training and
Development - coordinating mission work, training and capacity
building for all clergy and laity

Feedback on the outcomes was reported to Synod by the
Chair of the Barnabas Team, Sarel du Plessis. Here is a
selection of points made:
·
Don’t put God in a box. Use your imagination;
·
Churches can be a settling influence on our transient
communities;
·
We are blessed. Our diversity allows us to be more
like Christ;
·
Identify the good. The ordinary can be extraordinary;
·
Understand the local. Start small, think big;
·
The more we talk, the more we find common
concerns in different contexts;
·
Be creative in the way God works through us. Expect
the unexpected;
·
We need to be caring and inclusive at all time, not
just on Fridays or Sundays;
·
We need to be less passive, more teaching;
·
Allow God to be God without our interference;
·
Grow partnerships with NGOs and improve ecumenical relations;
·
Wounded people wound people. Recognise our
wounds and seek healing in order to heal others;
·
The Church is a sanctuary from woundedness.
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Purpose for Reorganisation:
·

Utilise staff capacity

·
·

Ensure effective supervision
Create economically viable pastorates and administrative units

·

Create homogeneous units

Sector Ministries - Children & Youth
·
Special attention is given to the
two ministries owing to their importance in the growth of the
Church
·
In light of this, the Diocese created
full-time posts for Children and
Youth Ministers

AROUND THE DIOCESE
YEMEN: Fighting the GOOD fight
Archdeacon in the Gulf Bill Schwartz reported to Synod
that work was continuing in Yemen despite the ongoing
hostilities and amid the humanitarian crisis.
The eye clinic was treating 25-50 patients a day, all of
whom cannot afford private alternatives.
Meanwhile, Yemeni Roman Catholics and some Ethiopian congregations had started using Christ Church
because they were safe from kidnap there.
“The whole business of keeping things going is negotiable,” he said. “But our people are resilient. We are plugging a very clear gap in the health care system.”
The fighting around Hodeida has caused a mass exodus of people not eligible for treatment in Aden. “They come
to us,” Archdeacon Bill said. “Our testimony in the area is amazing; Yemenis are happy to do God’s work.”

KATAFIYIO - Under new management

NEW TRUSTEE FOR JEMT
The Jerusalem and East Mission Trust (JEMT) has a
new trustee. Deborah Graham is a Synod representative from Larnaca, Cyprus, and also their
parish secretary. Her appointment was approved
unanimously by a Synod vote.
Deborah retired in 2008 from a
successful career in office management for several international companies.
She and husband Geoff moved to
Larnaca in 2010, where he is now
associate priest.

The diocesan retreat
house at Katafiyio in the
Cyprus hills is under new
management.
After a year without
caretakers,
Dave and
Jacqui Hewitson are
moving in for a two-year
stint looking after the
house and gardens.
Retreats Facilitator Maggie Le-Roy said the absence of
caretakers had contributed to a drop in attendance
which she hoped would revive in 2020.
Fifty people had visited in 2019, occupying the house for
126 days during the year. 49 spiritual direction sessions
had been undertaken and the number of requests is
rising.
“It shows that people coming to Katafiyio value having
an individually-guided retreat,” she said.

LENT FOR ALL SEASONS
The Diocesan Spirituality Adviser, Canon Andrew
Mayes’ 2019 Lent Course has been added to the
diocesan website as a year-round resource.
The Barnabas Team has produced a video for this
All references to Lent in the course, Go in Peace:
year’s Lambeth Conference, featuring examples of
Eucharist and Mission have been removed so it can be
intentional discipleship in the Diocese and throughout
used at any time of year.
the Province.
“We consider it a privilege to present our needs,
SAFEGUARDING
challenges and answers to prayer,” Team Chairman Sarel
The diocesan Safeguarding policy is up for review, six
du Plessis told Synod.
years after it was introduced.
Another video on a similar theme was shown at the
Changes reflecting developments in safeguarding
Anglican Consultative Council meeting (ACC-17) in
practice will be brought to Synod next year.
Hong Kong in May 2019.
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THE SEASONS OF DISCIPLESHIP
The guest speaker at this year’s Synod was Revd Dr Rima Nasrallah,
Assistant Professor of Practical Theology at the Near East School of
the Theology in Beirut, Lebanon, and a minister of the National Evangelical Church of Beirut.
Her interpretation of discipleship took Synod on a journey through
the
seasons of the Church. Some short edited extracts are reproduced here with the author’s permission:
1. Advent: Expecting the unexpected - Letting God work
Some of us approach the call to discipleship, expecting something very
clear and particular. We have been told what the journey should
look like and we are desperately trying to find it and reap its
rewards. In a context of a diocese where people come from very
different backgrounds and various religious socialisation, differences in expectations might be even more striking. What we expect discipleship to mean might not match what our current congregation can deliver, or what the hosting culture can tolerate.
Frustration, anxiety or a sense of failure can set when the beautifully crafted image we have about how things should look like on a
journey with Jesus does not coincide with how things turn out to
be…That is what we practice in the Season of Advent. We practice expectancy! It seems to me that we often separate Discipleship from our act of worship in the Church. As if they are two
parallel lines with no intersection; as if discipleship is a journey we
are on as individuals alongside our involvement in institutional church, particularly its Liturgical aspect... Ask
yourself:
·
How awake am I to God? And what is keeping me from waking up?
·
Where in my environment do I see God at work? How can I engage with that?
·
What are some patterns of expectations in my congregation?
·
How can we live Advent in this context? What do we longing for?
2. Ordinary Time/Incarnation
The ordinary. It is boring. During ordinary time, we seem to be going through the Sundays like watching electric
poles out of a train window, till we finish them and find a more exciting season even if it is Lent, …anything but
the ordinary.
Discipleship, following Jesus, seems to be the same. We can make sense of the highs and of the lows but not of
the things in between. Everyday life! … One of the most distinctive feature of Christianity, is the doctrine of the
Incarnation. Our God is a God who believed that our little insignificant existence matters, in fact it matters so
much that he became part of it. He took on our flesh, walked our earth, ate our food, breathed our air, and
blessed our silly ordinary lives by showing us that it is not insignificant at all!
Christianity has tended (sometimes) to over spiritualize faith that it gave us the impression that we don’t belong
here: Not in this place, not in this time and not in this body. And that our only aspiration is to find ways to get to
heaven! And that Church might be the springboard from which we could get there, and any discipleship course, is
a manual to navigate towards that destination.
Our foundational doctrine of the Incarnation, tells a different story. It confirms to us that our bodies matter, the
space we inhabit matters and our time matters. Not because we want to make the best out of them – to achieve
more and reach higher and better positions, but by themselves. The last thing Jesus did with his disciples is eat
with them, and the last thing he taught them was to wash feet. He assured them that the spaces they inhabit,
where two or three of them will gather, He will also inhabit with them.
(continued on Page 8)
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(continued from P7)
3. Lent - The Wilderness
Lent is the time in the Christian Year to remember and lament woundedness without glorifying it, to confess and
repent, and to seek healing and wholeness. It is a time to acknowledge that we live in a broken world and work for
justice.
1. To remember the wounds of the past and of the present
Most of Jesus’ ministry was taken up by listening to people lamenting. Lamenting sick children, dead relatives, and
unjust living conditions. His compassion and love for the wounded extended beyond the borders of his own community to the Roman Centurion pleading for his servant and the Samaritan woman living in shame.
Walking alongside Jesus, the disciples had little patience for people’s stories. It took them a while to develop this
kind of compassion themselves.
2. Truth telling
Accepting Lent gives us a time to confess. To confess that
most of the time, the suffering of others does not concern
us...We think we care about the world if we like and share
bad news, but in truth we do not! We do ‘walk on’ as if we
have nothing to do with these unjust systems past or present. We go on minding our own business, practicing our
daily quiet time and doing our prayers and good deeds.
Unfortunately, the world we live in today is also desensitized to misery. We see so much of it on social media and
the news that it has become normal. ‘Ah!’ We say ‘terrible
fires in Australia. Look at the cute Koala”. We share the image and add a sad emoji. Then we watch a video about
an unbelievable car crash, boats drowning in the Mediterranean, followed by skating dogs and latest Keto diet
recipe.
3.

Repenting our ways

Living Lent gives us the chance to repent and change both personally and collectively. To repent from ‘wounding
our lives, the lives of others and the lives of the world’ (Iona Liturgy).
But many of us are not given the chance to repent and to change in daily life. We live in places and structures that
fixate our roles and place. We are elements in the big machines of our organizations and structures and of our
families and cultures! We often need a space and a time to come to ourselves before God and examine our lives.
In both the old and the new testament, the wilderness is the image used for that place and time. It is interesting
that the Lord did not Zap his people from one place to the other. From slavery to freedom! Though geographically
it does not really need 40 years to make this move. They needed time in between. They needed to take distance
and to take time to think, to grow, and to become .
4. Creating a home and giving guidance
In this wilderness, creating a home becomes important, even if it is a portable tent. A space, a home, where one
can find besides compassion, a compass in this changing and shifting world. In this home one should find compassion which remembers and confesses but also a compass that guides and orients….In our wilderness, we need that
compass and the fellowship of disciples can provide one.
During Lent, we gather as disciples to remember woundedness, to confess our complicity in the woundedness of
this world, to seek change, and to gather around scripture finding a compass in the wilderness.
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MISCELLANY
HERE WE ARE AGAIN
It’s been 21 years since the last time Synod was
held in the Gulf. The year was 1999 the place
Ras al Khaimah.
Of the people who attended that year, only
three were present this year on its return. We
thought their stamina was worth celebrating, so
here they are.
Pictured left to right are Dr Bill Schwartz, now
Dean in Bahrain and Archdeacon in the Gulf,
James Brennan, Chairman of the Foundation,
and David Axtell, also from Bahrain.

THE UNFOLDING STORY UNFOLDS
The long awaited history of the diocese has finally arrived. Years of meticulous research by historian Canon Angela Murray have resulted in a book
described by Archdeacon Bill Schwartz as “a publication to be proud of.”
The book was not quite ready to be launched, as planned, at Synod. So
two weeks later leading figures, including Archbishop Michael, were at All
Hallows By The Tower in London to put that right.

Copies cost €25 (£20 in the UK) and can be
ordered via Helen Perry in the diocesan office
(helen.perry@cypgulf.org) or Anne Lloyd, Secretary
of the Friends (friends@cypgulf.org)

One of the highlights of Synod was a visit to the spectacular Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, named
after the founding father of the United Arab
Emirates and home to the world’s largest carpet.
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SEEN@SYNOD
The week in pictures

And last but by no means least, scene@synod says a huge thank you on your behalf to Georgia, Helen,
and Evangelia, the office dynamos without whom none of this would have happened. Hats off to you!
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GOING THROUGH THE MOTIONS

-

€50,000 during 2020 if required
€
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ALL CHANGE
HELLO

Comings & Goings in 2019/20

Ven Christopher Futcher (Archdeacon in Cyprus)

GOODBYE

Revd Tim & Mrs Diane Heaney (Jebel Ali)

Revd Anne Futcher (Larnaca + Social Concern Officer)

Revd Christine & Mr Rick Goldsmith (Limassol)

Revd Jim and Mrs Cheryl Young (Jebel Ali)

Dean Christopher and Mrs Tricia Butt (Bahrain)

Revd Canon Paul-Gordon and Mrs Lynne Chandler (Qatar)
Revd Gabriel Amat (Ammochostos) (retired)

Revd Harry Ching (Jebel Ali)
Michael and Janet Graham (Kyrenia)

Revd Ken & Mrs Wendy Waters (Paphos)

Revd Canon Anthony Stidolph (retired, Paphos)

CHANGING PLACES
Very Revd Dr Bill Schwartz (Archdeacon in the Gulf) to also be Dean of St Christopher’s, Bahrain
Revd Canon John Holdsworth (formerly Executive Archdeacon) to become Hon. Director of Ministry
ORDINATIONS
Revd Navina Thompson, Revd Justin Arnott, Revd Peter Day
CANONS
Revd Canon Harrison Chinnakumar (Dubai); Revd Canon Christopher Butt (retired, Bahrain); Revd
Canon John Holdsworth (Canon Theologian); Revd Canon Faiz Jerjis (Iraq)

2020 ELECTION RESULTS
Elections were held for various posts in both the House of Clergy and the House of Laity. Members from both Houses are
elected for a three-year term of service as House Chairmen/women, on the Standing Committee, and for a five-year term as
delegates to the Provincial Synod. Alternates are also elected. Elections to the Vacancy-in-See Committee, which meets to
choose a new Bishop if needed, are held annually.

HOUSE OF CLERGY
VACANCY-IN-SEE COMMITTEE

HOUSE OF LAITY
JOINT CHAIR

Convener: Canon Andy Bowerman (Mission to Seafarers) Cyprus Alternate: Christine Hoskins (Paphos)
Cyprus: Revd Peter Day (Ammochostos)

BISHOP’S COUNCIL/STANDING COMMITTEE

Alternate: Revd Anne Futcher (Larnaca)

Cyprus: Deborah Graham (Larnaca)

Gulf: Revd Chuck Reischman (Canterbury Group)

Cyprus Alternate: Bill Grundy (Nicosia)

Alternate: Revd Gill Nesbitt (Abu Dhabi)

VACANCY-IN-SEE COMMITTEE
Cyprus: Sarah Sait (Paphos), Sue Mantovani (Larnaca),
Deborah Graham, Bill Grundy

SYNOD 2021
...will be held in Cyprus.
The venue has yet to be finalised.

Alternate: Edna Gregory (Limassol)
Gulf: Fozia Prince, (Bahrain) Lucy Makina (Jebel Ali)
Alternate: Hannah Tirzah Shunker (Sharjah)

AND FINALLY…
Archbishop Michael’s closing remarks urged members to “spread the good news” of Synod. “It’s been a blessing to
be here and I hope it goes on blessing you,” he said. He reminded Lay members that they were representatives of
their parishes in their own right and would be so for the next year. Every parish should have at least one meeting
with their church councils and other parties “in a wholeheartedly local and wholeheartedly committed way.”
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