MAY 2020 NEWSLETTER
Dear Friends
We have enough cash reserves
to cover another two months.
I have recently written to the
congregation asking them to
pay on-line and/or to drop
their giving into the Office.
The Cathedral Office remains
open.
We are saying the Daily Offices
in
the
Cathedral,
and
Celebrate
the
Eucharist.
We are using Zoom. We did
live, and pre-recorded services
all through Holy Week (18
connections, some multiple
persons) and overall averaging
over 30 connections (some
with multiple persons) from
Cyprus and across the world.
We have a regular Bible Study
Zoom
meeting
(14
connections) on a Tuesday and
I am planning to also do a
Zoom evening prayer with
Bible
discussions
on
Thursday's starting from 30th
April.
Justin
and
I are
publishing our sermons on
Facebook over this period.
We feed around 230 people a
week with hot food, and
provide food parcels for up to
20 families a week. My thanks
for the generous donations
and help. I plan to provide all
this for one more month. One
of the many ‘thank yous’ was

on Facebook yesterday. Please
let my office know on 22 445
221, of any folk who are in
need of hot food or dried
food; we can hopefully assist if
they are in Nicosia.
I have contacted all members
of the Cathedral, and visited a
few since lock-down began. I
hope you are all safe and well.
With best wishes,
Dean Jeremy Crocker

Closed until further notice

What goes on in May?
May Day of course has long
been celebrated as the
beginning of summer. Chaucer
speaks of knights and maidens
making garlands on the first
day of May. You may know
the old Scottish saying – Ne-er
cast a clout till the May be out
– and quite right too as the
weather in the UK can be
changeable up to the end of
May. I can recall dancing
round the May pole as a child
on May 1st dressed in my best
with a garland of flowers on
my head – perhaps you did
that too. I don’t think that at
the time I knew that the
Maypole was a fertility
symbol!
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=eFF0kUA6KOw

Contact Agnete – 99823785

Book Shop

Closed until further notice
Contact Alexander 99354303
Keep saving used postage stamps
so that you can put them in the
envelope on the notice board in
the hall later. Proceeds go to the
Release
International
Humanitarian Charity.

This was also the time for
Morris dancers to do their
best, whilst In Germany where
I lived for quite some years it
was customary for trucks,
trams and buses to have a
bough of greenery on the
front of them on this day.
They also have a May Pole
dance, the pole is called a Mai
baum (tree).
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=yCN5WjsNoxc

In Cyprus a flower and herb
wreath is hung on the door
and only taken
down
and
burned on St
John’s Day on
June 24th. A
be-ribboned
birch bough or willow in a
stable would turn away faeries
and witches, whilst indoors
the smell of burnt rosemary
would drive out any evil! In
more recent times May Day
has now been regarded as a
holiday and known as Labour
Day. This was when in some
parts of the country workers
would march behind their
banners.
May 10 is Mother’s Day, not
be confused with the Anglican
Mothering Sunday.

We are lucky to be able to
grow these plants almost all
year round in Cyprus, although
they do not like cold, wet
winters and should be given
some protection at that time.
They benefit from a liquid feed
called ONE which is diluted in
water – 1 capful in 10 litres of
water. Deadhead them as
soon as the flowers wilt, which
will ensure more blooms for a
very long time. They usually
come in very bright colours
with sometimes a splash of a
darker
shade
inside.
Propagation is by cuttings. In
garden centres you will find
several kinds of pelargoniums
– ivy leaved, scented and what
are
known
as
‘Zonal’
pelargoniums, because of the
dark ring on the leaves. There
is something for everyone!

May 12 is St Pancras’ Day and
you thought that it was just
the name of a station! A
prayer to the saint would
ensure that your headache
would cease! May 29th is Oak
Apple Day to celebrate Charles
Stuart who hid in an oak tree
in Staffordshire to evade
Cromwell’s
men!

Pelargoniums
These plants often are known
here as geraniums and
actually started life in South
Africa. Unlike those geraniums
in northern Europe where
they tend to be grown in
flower beds, here they are
generally grown in pots and as
a result are great favourites
for those who only have a
courtyard or veranda.

You will be aware that our
speaker in May and almost to
the day was to be the British
High
Commissioner.
Unfortunately Covid 19 and
self-isolating has put paid to
that but you can still recall the
event be clicking on this link.
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=NEavcsrMoMw
And if you wish to have a jolly
singsong at home, click on this
link.
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=rVneOv74rP0
You may want click on the
‘skip adds’ so that you are not
inundated with advertising.

Quick Snack or lunch for two.
My Flower of the month –

75th VE Day Anniversary

I can of John West tuna in
water; 2/3 of a Cyprus
cucumber grated on a cheese
grater; some black pepper and
Heinz Salad cream.
Drain the tuna and break up
the contents in a bowl Add the
grated cucumber and mix well,
Grind a little black pepper into
the bowl and mix with Heinz
Salad Cream. This can be
served up on toast or used as
a dip.

This monthly Newsletter of
Friends@St Paul’s will be emailed
out to you towards the end of the
previous month. In order to
ensure that you receive it
promptly, please keep the
Cathedral Office informed of any
changes of email address or
server. If you do not wish to
receive this newsletter please let
the office know.
stpauls@spidernet.com.cy
If you would like to contribute
anything of interest to the
newsletter, please contact the
Editor, Patricia Jordan, at
howpat@cytanet.com.cy

